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The Pocket 

QUEENSLAND 





Situation. 

Queensland, the great North-Eastern State of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, is an enormous territory, 
possessing a considerable variety of climate and soil. It is 
situated in the north-east corner of the island-continent of 
Australia, between latitude 28 degrees and 9 degrees south 
and longitude 153! degrees and 138 degrees east. It has a 
coast-line of 3,236 statute miles, along which are many 
splendid natural harbours. The greatest length north and 
south is 1,300 miles, and the greatest breadth east and west 
is 940 miles. 



Area. 

The area of Queensland is 429,120,000 acres, or 670,50,0 
square miles. It is five and a-half times more extensive 
than Great Britain and Ireland. It is more than three times 
the size of France, and exceeds the area of any country in 
Europe, except Russia. The combined empires of Germany 
and Austro-Hungary could be dropped into Queensland, and 
leave a margin. 
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The following are the uses to which the vast area of 
429,120,000 acres are at present being put: — 

Acres. 

Area alienated by purchase . . . . . . 17,255,176 

Area alienated without payment . . . . 87,773 

Area in process of alienation . . . . 7,358,971 

Area under pastoral lease . . . . . . 189,353,840 

Area under occupation license . . . . 34,529,120 

Area held as grazing farms and homesteads 79,783,557 
Area of perpetual lease selections . . 3,160,448 

Area held as scrub selections . . . . 72,886 

Area of streets, roads, reserves, &c. . . 19,304,315 

Area of leases for special purposes . . 303,856 

Area of gold-mining and mineral leases . . 454,586 



Total occupied land . 
Area still unoccupied 

Total 



332,360,210 
96,759,790 



429,120,000 




Scene on the Blackall Range, North Coast Line. 

Of the total land occupied only 1,198,166 acres were 
under cultivation in 1923. Millions of acres at present held 
by pastoralists, under lease, can be resumed by the Crown 
for close settlement when required. 
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Population. 

The population of Queensland is only 811,168 (exclusive 
of aborigines), or a little more than one person to every 
square mile! There is room and opportunity for a population 
of 50,000,000, and yet this vast territory, with much of its 
wealth undiscovered, has only a population of slightly over 
three-quarters of a million persons. Queensland has one of 
the healthiest climates in the world, the death-rate per 
1,000 in 1923 being only 9.83. The following table, showing 
the death-rate per 1,000 in various parts of the world, will 
be of interest: — 



Table showing the Death- 


rate per 1000 Inhabitants 


OF 




Various 


Countries. 




Queensland . . 


9.83 


Scotland . . . * 


14.9 


New South Wales 


9.61 


Ireland 


14.1 


Western Australia 


8.41 


Germany 


15.1 


New Zealand . . 


8.67 


France 


17.2 


South Australia 


9.59 


Austria 


19.0 


Victoria . . 


. . 10.71 


Italy 


19.0 


Tasmania . . 


9.92 


Spain 


21.4 


England and Wales 


. . 12.9 


Hungary 


18.6 


Canada 


. . 10.6 


Russia (European) 


28.9 


America . . 


. . J 3.1 







Birth Kate. 

The birth rate per 1,000 inhabitants in 1923 for the 
various portions of Australia and New Zealand was: — 

Queensland . . . . 24.89 Western Australia . . 22.55 

New South Wales . . 24.68 Tasmania . . . . 26.27 

Victoria . . . . 22.31 New Zealand . . . . 21.06 

South Australia . . 22.60 

PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

Queensland, from north to south, extends about 1,200 
miles, whilst the maritime boundary continues 60 miles 
further north, and includes several islands close to the 
mainland of New Guinea. From east to west is about 1,050 
miles, at its widest part. Nature has divided the country 
into two portions essentially different. The Main Range, a 
low wall of mountains, runs parallel with the Pacific Coast. 
The course of the range is irregular, but it maintains a 
general northerly and southerly direction — now approaching 
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comparatively close to, and now receding hundreds of miles 
from, the seaboard. From the Main Range to the South 
Australian border the land slopes gradually westward, a 
large area of it being plain. Supplementary ranges to the 
main chain exist here and there. 




Farming Country near Warwick, Darling Downs, South Queensland. 

Kivers. 

The rivers on the eastern coast rise in the Main Range, 
and their journey to the sea is short. Those rising on the 
western slope have longer courses. They practically flow 
across Queensland into Lake Eyre, or junction with other 
streams outside the Queensland border. On the north coast 
are a number of rivers flowing into the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
The principal coastal rivers of Southern Queensland are the 
Logan, Brisbane, and Pine Rivers, falling into Moreton Bay; 
Caboolture River, into Deception Bay; Mary and Burrum 
Rivers, in Wide Bay; Burnett, Kolan, and Elliott Rivers, into 
Hervey Bay. The Brisbane drains an area of 5,300 square 
miles, and is 210 miles in length from its source to the sea. 

In Central Queensland the principal river is the Pitzroy, 
which receives the Dee, Dawson, Mackenzie, and Isaac, and 
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flows into the sea at Keppel Bay. With its tributaries the 
Fitzroy drains an area of 55,603 square miles, and is 520 
miles in length. The rivers Calliope and Boyne flow into 
Port Curtis. Other rivers worthy of note include: — Thomson, 
Barcoo, Nogoa, Diamantina, and Georgina. 




Palms on Buderim Mountain, North Coast Line. 



In Northern Queensland the most important river is the 
Burdekin, which drains an area of 53,529 square miles, and 
discharges into Upstart Bay. Other rivers flowing into the 
sea on the north-eastern coast are the Ross, Herbert, Tully, 
Moresby, Johnstone, Russell, Mulgrave, Mossman, Daintree, 
Bloomfield, Annan, Endeavour, and many others. On the 
Barron River, near Cairns, are situated the celebrated 
Barron Palls. The river leaps from the high tableland west 
of Cairns a depth of 830 feet, and thence rushes down its 
deep and stony bed to the sea. The sides of the gorge below 
the falls are clothed with a wonderful wealth of foliage, 
presenting a scene of majestic beauty and grandeur unsur- 
passed in Australia. 

Several of the rivers falling into the Gulf of Carpentaria 
are fine streams. The principal are the Jardine, Ducie, 
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Batavia, Pennefather, Archer, Kendall, Holroyd, Edward, 
Coleman, Mitchell, Staaten, Gilbert, Norman, Bynoe, Flinders, 

Leichhardt, and Albert Rivers. 

West of the Great Dividing Range rises the Macintyre 
or Barwon River, which joins the Moonie after crossing the 
New South Wales border. The Condamine, which has its 
source in the mountains above Killarney, flows through a 
portion of the Darling Downs. It changes its name several 
times before it runs into the Darling, which in turn empties 
into the Murray, the last-named flowing into the sea on the 
South Australian coast. 

The Warrego rises in the Warrego Range, and, flowing 
southerly, receives the Nive, Ward, and Langlo. This river 
also joins the Darling. 

Further west are the Paroo, Bulloo, and Wilson Rivers, 
and Cooper's Creek. 

Lakes. 

The most outstanding lakes are Eacham and Barrine, on 
the Atherton Tableland (North Queensland), Cootharaba 
(Tewantin district, North Coast Line), Yamma Yamma or 
Mackillop (south of Betoota, near the south-western border 
of South Queensland), Philippi or Wickamunna, and 
Machattie (west and south, respectively, of Bedourie, Central 
Queensland), and Galilee or Jochmus (north-east of Aramac, 
Central Queensland). Lakes Eacham and Barrine are close 
to Yungaburra, and are situated in the craters of extinct 
volcanoes, at an elevation of 2,300 feet above sea-level. The 
first-named has an area of 140 acres, and a depth of 242 
feet, while the area of Lake Barrine is 256 acres, and its 
depth is reported to be unfathomable. The water in both 
these lakes is fresh. Lake Cootharaba consists of an expanse 
of 142 square miles of salt water, and is the only lake in 
Queensland navigable by small craft. Yamma Yamma, 
Philippi, and Machattie are salt-water lakes, with an area 
of 275, 126, and 120 square miles, respectively. Galilee, with 
an area of 80 square miles, is a fresh and salt water lake, 
the northern end being fresh and the southern end salt. 
The other lakes worthy of notice are: — Cooloolah, Como, 
Weyba, Cooroibah, Doonella (all salt), Tewantin district, 
North Coast Line; in South-western Queensland, Dingo and 
Clover (fresh water), north-west of Bollon; Yarara Cfresh). 
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north-west of St. George; Dartmouth (fresh), east of 
Adavale; Bullawarra (fresh), north-west of Thargornindah ; 
Numalla (fresh) and Wyarra (salt), north and north-west, 
respectively, of Hungerford; Nappanerica (fresh), west of 
Birdsville; Cuddapan (fresh), south-west of Windorah; 
Bulloo or Berteela (fresh), north-east of Wompah; Moondah 
(fresh), south-west of Betoota; in Central Queensland, 
Diamantina, Aramoo, and Koolivoo (fresh), north-east, 
north-west, and south respectively, of Bedourie; Buchanan 
(salt), 50 square miles in area, north-east of Aramac; 
Mueller (soda), and Barcoorah (fresh), east and north-east, 
respectively, of Muttaburra; in North Queensland, Cargoon 
(fresh), north-east of Hughenden; Walter Plains (fresh), 
south-west of Cardwell; Euramoo and Newell (fresh), north- 
east of Kulara, Atherton Tableland. The last-named is 
situated in the crater of "an extinct volcano at an elevation 
of about 2,000 feet. 

Mountains. 

The highest mountain in Queensland is Mount Bartle 
Frere, in the Innisfail district, which attains an altitude of 
5,287 feet. In the Central district, High Double Mount (in the 
Normanby Range) is 2,545 feet, and Mount Stanley 2,430 
feet; and in Southern Queensland, Mount Roberts (in the 
Great Dividing Range) is 4,350 feet, and Mount Barney (in 
the Macpherson Range) 4,300 feet high. 

The Great Dividing Range, extending from New South 
Wales westward, becomes Queensland territory at Wallan- 
garra. It then proceeds northward to Maryland, where it 
divides the Herries Range stretching to the north-west. The 
Main Range, continuing, extends to the north-east for about 
40 miles, where it again divides, one portion, under the name 
of the Macpherson Range, running on to the sea coast and 
terminating at Point Danger. For over 100 miles this latter 
range forms the boundary between New South Wales and 
Queensland. 

From its junction with the Macpherson Range the Main 
Range extends in a general north-westerly and westerly 
direction for about 35 miles, when it divides — the Main 
Range extending westerly, then northerly, and with many 
changes of direction, traverses the whole State from sou^h 
to north. 

Near Dalby the well-known Bunya Mountains are part 
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Tully Falls, south of Evelyn Tableland, North Queensland. 

of this range, the two highest peaks being Mount Mowbullan 
(3,604 feet), and Mount Haly (3,130 feet). The name is 
taken from the bunya-bunya, a species of pine bearing an 
edible nut, highly prized by aborigines as an article of food. 
The Little Liverpool Range runs generally parallel with the 
coast to near Ipswich. 

Other ranges are the D'Aguilar, north of Ipswich; the 
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Yabba on the north, and the Cooyar on the west. These, 
with the Main Range, form the watershed of the Brisbane 
River. The Blackall Ranges, celebrated for their fine timber 
and splendid soil, comprise one of the greatest fruit-growing 
districts in the State. 

East of the Main Range there are the Carnarvon and 
Bigge Ranges; whilst Expedition Range extends northwards 
across the Central Railway. Grey's Range enters Queens- 
land at 142 degrees east longitude, and continues northward 
over 4| degrees of latitude to Gowan Range, with Cheviot 
Range breaking off to the westward. Gowan and Warrego 
Ranges junction with the Great Dividing Range. 

In the Central District are the Drummcnd, Expedition, 
Peak, and Denham Ranges, whilst the Boomer Mountains, 
Broadsound Ranges, and Connor's Range form the coastal 
chain nearly to Mackay. Clarke's and Leichhardt Ranges 
extend northward in the Northern District, nearly parallel 
to each other. 

From Townsville northerly the coast range is close to 
the sea, and is bold and striking in character, with many 
sharp peaks rising to a considerable height. The most 
prominent of these are in the Innisfail and Cairns districts. 
Mount Bartle Frere has an elevation of 5,287 feet, Mount 
Peter Botte 3,468 feet, and the highest point in the Bellenden- 
Ker Mountain is Centre Peak, 5,181 feet. 

Coastline. 

The Queensland coast throughout is well marked and 
lighted. Powerful and well-kept lights are stationed at all 
critical places. There are forty-two main coastal lights 
between Cape Moreton in the south and Booby Island in 
the north, a lightship, and a lighted buoy. Double Island 
Point, Sandy Cape, Lady Elliot Island, Bustard Head, Cape 
Capricorn, North Reef, Pine Islet, Low Isles, and Booby 
Island are lighthouses of a higher order, and the other 
lighthouses are of a lower order. The Brisbane, Mary, 
Burnett, Fitzroy, Pioneer, Johnstone, and Endeavour Rivers 
are all lighted. The coastal lighthouses are under the 
control of the Commonwealth, while the lighthouses and 
other lights in the ports and rivers are controlled by the 
State Government. 

The following lighthouses are connected by telephone 
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or telegraph to the main telegraph systems: Cape Moreton, 
Caloundra, Double Island Point, Sandy Cape, Burnett Heads, 
Bustard Head, Cape Capricorn, Flat-top Island, Cape 
Cleveland, Archer Point, Grassy Hill, and Goode Island. 

The eastern coast of Queensland is unique in this 
respect — that for a distance of 1,000 miles it is protected 
from the Pacific by the Barrier Reef, a gigantic coralline 
structure. The inner route — i.e., the passage between the 
Barrier and the mainland — has been completely surveyed by 
the Admiralty, and is navigated by steamers of the largest 
tonnage. 

Ports and Harbours. 

On the eastern coast there are the following ports: 
Brisbane (the capital), Maryborough, Bundaberg, Gladstone, 
Rockhampton, St. Lawrence, Mackay, Bowen, Townsville, 




Burdekin River, near Charters Towers, North Queensland. 



Lucinda, Mourilyan, Innisfail, Cairns, Port Douglas, Cook- 
town, and, at the extreme north, Thursday Island. In the 
Gulf of Carpentaria there are two established ports — Nor- 
manton and Burketown. Bowen and Gladstone Harbours 
compare favourably with the famous Sydney Harbour, there 
being a fine expanse of water and abundant facilities for 
ocean liners. In addition to these there are snug anchorages 
and shelters for vessels all along the coast, many of the 
numerous islands affording good shelter against wind and 
sea. 
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A Magnificent Trip. 

The most popular trip at present in Australia, especially 
during the winter months, May-September, is the voyage 
from Melbourne to Cairns in Northern Queensland. It can 
be done comfortably in about a month at a single fare of 
£18 15s. saloon and £11 15s. second-class, while the single 
fare from Sydney to Cairns is £14 10s. saloon and £9 second- 
class. From Brisbane to Cairns the single fare is £10 




The Charming Whitsunday Passage, North Queensland. 



saloon and £6 5s. second-class. The steamers engaged in 
this trip are the finest on the Australian coast. From 
Keppel Bay northwards the trip is inside the Barrier Reef. 
The mountain range is in proximity to the coast, and 
passengers enjoy splendid views of mountain scenery and 
wooded islands of great number and beauty. From Mackay 
northwards, towards Bowen, the picturesque Whitsunday 
Passage affords some magnificent views of islands, whose 
wooded heights rise from waters of the deepest blue, and 
the mountain chains spring precipitously from the margin 
of the ocean. There is an inner passage at the northern end 
of Whitsunday Passage, known as the Molle Passage, the 
whole length of which presents a picture of extreme beauty. 

North of Townsville there is the famous Hinchinbrook 
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QUEENSLAND STATISTICS, 1923. 

Population (estimated, 1923) 

Death Hate per 1,000 

Imports (oversea only), 1923-24 

Exports (oversea only), 1923-24 

Government Railways open to 31st December, 1924 
Private Lines open to 31st December, 1924 
Miles under Construction 
Miles of Lines Approved 
Telegraph and Telephone Lines 
Area under Cultivation 
Area under Crops 
Area alienated by Deeds of Grant 
Area in process of Alienation 
Area under Grazing Farms and Homesteads 
Area under Occupation License 
Area under Pastoral Lease 
Area of State 

Number of Cattle 

Number of Sheep 
Number of Horses 



811,168 
9.83 
£11,607,996 
£14,628,305 

6,102 miles 
134 „ 
381 „ 
1,165 „ 
31,031 „ 
1,198,166 acres 
871,963 „ 
17,342,949 „ 
7,358,971 „ 
79,783,557 „ 
34,529,120 „ 
189,353,840 „ 
429,120,000 „ 
6,396,514 
16,756,101 
661,593 



1.89 



Reference : 

Rcdways Opened 
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Lighthouses shown thus 



^K)TE. — Average Annual jtainfall, in inches, 
shown in Red Figures. 
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Channel, the majestic grandeur of which is unrivalled in 
Australia. To view this beautiful passage it is advisable to 
return from Cairns to Townsville by one of the smaller 
coast steamers, which ply regularly, as the larger steamer 
takes the direct route from Cairns to Townsville,. thus 
missing one of Queensland's most inviting beauty spots. 

For wild and natural beauty Hinchinbrook Channel 
cannot be surpassed, especially in autumn, when waterfalls, 
flashing like silver in the sunlight, may be seen on many of 
the mountain sides, setting off the rugged and wild appear- 
ance of the hills. The mountain chain which forms the 
centre of Hinchinbrook Island has, in its length, Mount 
Bowen, 3,650 feet high; Mount Diamantina, 3,160 feet; and 
others of less altitude. On the top of one of the peaks at 
the southern end of the island, a small lake exists, from 
which, in ordinary seasons, water constantly flows, and 
forms cataracts and waterfalls of great beauty. 

The coast from Rockingham Bay northwards is bold and 
picturesque in the extreme, the mountains being high with 
steep sides, clothed for the most part in thick tropical scrub 
and other vegetation to their summits; the average height 
of the range being 2,000 feet, whilst the peaks rise much 
higher. The highest peak, Mount Bartle Frere, is 5,287 feet 
high, and is the highest mountain in Queensland. 

Among the many enchanting scenes on the coastline of 
Queensland are — Gladstone Harbour, Bowen Harbour, 
Cleveland Bay (Townsville), Hinchinbrook Island Cascade 
Falls (Lucinda Point), Johnstone River (Innisfail), Mouril- 
yan Harbour, Trinity Bay (Cairns), Cooktown, Albany Pass 
(between Cooktown and Thursday Island), Thursday Island, 
&c. The passage through this chain of sea-charms is 
invariably made under the most pleasant conditions, the sea 
being almost as smooth as a millpond, and the shipping 
service is expeditious, convenient, comfortable, and reason- 
able as far as the fares are concerned. Every port along the 
coast has its watering place, each having an attraction 
peculiarly its own. 

Seaside and Tourist Resorts. 

Handy to Brisbane, the seaside resorts are: — Sandgate, 
Nudgee Beach, Redcliffe, Bribie Island, Ocean Beach (South 

B 
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Passage), Wynnum, Manly, Southport, Cleveland, Burleigh 
Heads, Currumbin, Coolangatta and its four falls, and 
Tweed Heads. 

In other parts of the State there are: — Caloundra, 
Maroochy River, Maroochydore, Tewantin, Noosa Heads, 
Lake Cootharaba (Boreen Point), Pialba, Burnett Heads, 




Scruo Road from Mourilyan to Innisfail, North Queensland. 



Sandhills (North Coast Line), Gladstone, Emu Park, Yeppoon 
(Central District), Bowen, Townsville, Cairns, Cooktown 
(North Queensland). 

The inland beauty and tourist spots include: — One-tree 
Hill (Mount Coot-tha), White's Hill, Mount Gravatt, 
Guannaba Palls, Tambourine Mountains, Weeping Falls, &c. 
(Brisbane district), Lamington Plateau (South Coast Line), 
Mounts Glorious and Samford (Samsonvale district), Kil- 
larney Lakes, Dagg's Palls, Brown's Falls, Crow's Nest Falls 
(Darling Downs), Glasshouse Mountains, Blackall Range, 
Buderim Mountain, Bon Accord Falls, Baroon Falls (North 
Coast Line), St. Mary's Falls, Mount Morgan, Mount Archer, 
Black Down Tableland (Central Queensland), Castle Hill, 
Cashmere Falls, Wallaman Falls (highest in the world), 
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Fisher's Falls, Tully Falls, Cowley Falls, Barron Falls — 830 

f ee t — (awe-inspiring in their weird and imposing grandeur), 
Stony Creek Falls, Freshwater Creek Falls, Surprise Creek 
Falls, Millstream Falls, Barron Gorge, Robb's Monument, 
Bellenden-Ker Mountain (5,181 feet), Wild River Falls, Lakes 
Eacham and Barrine (2,3i00 feet above sea-level), Carrington 
Falls, Chillagoe Caves, Mungana Caves, Camooweal Caves, 
&c. (North Queensland). 




Haycock Island, Hinchinorook Channel, North Queensland. 



To the tourist with sporting proclivities, Queensland 
holds out alluring forms of enjoyment — fishing, shooting 
(game), &c. 

The freshwater rivers and creeks teem with the finny 
tribe — Murray cod, perch, bream, dew, trout, eels, &c. — 
while in the tidal rivers and in the sea there abound whiting, 
flathead, rock cod, dugong, snapper, tailor, barramundi, 
trevally, mullet, &c. Among the feathered tribe the shootist 
will find, without any difficulty, abundance of scrub and 
plain turkeys, snipe, quail, wild geese and ducks, water fowl, 
partridges, pheasants, &c. In the animal kingdom there are 
deer, hares, rabbits, kangaroos, wallabies, wild boars, &c. 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



17 



And if the sporting tourist seeks excitement, with a big 
element of danger, there are the crocodile and alligator, 
which are to be found in large numbers in all the creeks and 
rivers of North Queensland. 

All the harbours, and most of the rivers and creeks, lend 
themselves admirably for boating excursions, and many of 
them are frequently alive with craft, from the insignificant 
punt up to the trim and comfortable motor launch and stately 
yacht. 

The train, tram, taxi-cab, motor 'bus, and coach facilities 
are of the most satisfactory nature, and tourists are afforded 
a speedy means of viewing the most notable of the sights 
with a minimum of time and expense and the maximum of 
comfort and pleasure. 

Admirable arrangements are made at the various hotels 
and boarding-houses throughout the State for the conveni- 
ence and comfort of tourists at reasonable charges. 

Southern tourists now crowd the steamers in the winter 
months, most of them landing at Cairns and proceeding by 
railway to visit the many beauty spots of the district, 
including the celebrated Barron Falls. 

Health Resorts. 

Queensland is exceptionally well provided for so far as 
health resorts are concerned, the air on the mountains and 
tablelands being of such a bracing and exhilarating nature 
as to bring the bloom of health to the cheeks of the invalid. 

In South Queensland these are: — Tambourine Mountains 
(Brisbane district) ; Mount Glorious (Samsonvale district) ; 
Lamington Plateau (South Coast Line) ; Blackall Range, 
Buderim Mountain (North Coast Line) ; Toowoomba, Dalby 
(including the Bunya Mountains), Killarney, Stanthorpe 
(Darling Downs); and in North Queensland — Eungella 
Range (Mackay), Bowen, Magnetic Island (Townsville), 
Kangaroo Hills (Ingham), Herberton, Kuranda. 

At Muckadilla (South-western Queensland) the artesian 
water in the public baths has curative properties for 
rheumatism, many chronic cases having been cured. 

The water in the thermal baths at Barcaldine (Central 
Queensland) has also curative properties for the same 
malady, and the mineral springs at Innot, Herberton district, 
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North Queensland, have also relieved the sufferings of a 
large number of victims to this racking " ism." 

Queensland's Attractions. 

With such a vast area, Queensland can offer a home for 
50,i000,000 people, whereas the present population is only 
811,168, less than many cities in Great Britain, Europe, and 
America. The Queensland Government offers many induce- 
ments to new settlers: Cheap land for the agriculturist and 
dairyman. Nature has dealt bountifully with Queensland, 
and it is in every sense a Land of Promise. The distance 
between Great Britain and Australia seems enormous to 
those who have never crossed the ocean; but when the 
newcomer arrives in Queensland he feels that the distance 
was nothing, and that the old home in the old land seems 
only at our back door. The journey is now accomplished 
in a few weeks, on splendid steamers of the highest class, 
and the traveller feels at the end of the voyage that he has 
been practically having a pleasure trip extending over a few 
weeks at a small cost. 

Climate. 

The climate of Queensland is the most perfect winter 
season in the world. It is far superior to the famed Riviera. 
Springtime commences in September, and the summer ends 
in February. November, December, and January are the 
hottest months ; but there is nothing to fear even in summer. 
Clothing suitable to the climate enables all to live in 
comparative comfort. 

Broadly speaking, there are three climates in Queens- 
land — 

(1.) The coastal climate, marked by comparative 
evenness of temperature and a considerable 
degree of moisture. 

(2.) The inland climate, which is characterised by a 
wide range of temperature between summer heat 
and winter cold. 

(3.) The far interior climate, with the heat of summer 
and the cold of winter of a more intense kind; 
and also with great extremes of moisture, but a 
general tendency to extreme dryness of atmo- 
sphere. This climate prevails in the far south- 
west, west, and north-west of Queensland. 
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On the highlands back from the coast the climate is 
almost perfect, even in districts within the Tropics. The 
heat in the daytime, during the summer months, is some- 
times considerable, but the hot days are almost invariably 
succeeded by cool nights. In Queensland snow is unknown, 
except in rare instances at a few places in the southern 
portion of the State. The people have no need to dread a 
severe winter as they often do in other lands. The winter 
climate of Queensland is the most perfect in the world. A 
perusal of the table of temperatures given below will show 
the summer and winter readings at some of the principal 
recording stations in the State. 



Temperatures. 

The following are the mean shade summer and winter 
temperatures at the undermentioned Queensland stations: — 





Summer. 






Winter. 






(Dec, Jan., Feb.) 


(June 


July, August.) 


Station. 














Mean 


Mean 


Mean 


Mean 


Mean 


Mean 




Max. 


Min. 


Temp. 


Max. 


Min. 


Temp. 




SOUTHERN DPV 


PSION. 








Coastal — 














Brisbane 


85-1 


68-2 


76-7 


69-7 


49-5 


59-6 


Bundaberg 


85-6 


69-2 


77-4 


72-8 


50-1 


61-5 


Chilclers 


86-8 


66-7 


76-8 


71-9 


50-6 


61-3 


Gatton 


87-8 


65-4 


76-6 


70-2 


44-3 


57-3 


Gay n dan. 


90-8 


66-9 


78-9 


72-8 


41-7 


57-3 


Gympie 


86-9 


66-1 


76-5 


71-8 


44-2 


58-0 


Ipswich 


88-8 


66-8 


77-8 


71-4 


45-1 


58-3 


Maryborough 


85-9 


68-4 


77-2 


71-9 


48-7 


60-3 


JSTanango 


84-1 


62-1 


73-1 


67-4 


37-2 


52-3 


Darling Downs — 














Dalby 


89-2 


640 


76-6 


67-4 


40-0 


53-7 


Killarney 


84-0 


59-4 


71-7 


63-6 


36-6 


50-1 


Pitts worth 


85-6 


61-9 


73-8 


63-8 


42-6 


53-2 


Stanthorpe 


799 


58-5 


69-2 


58-2 


34-9 


46-6 


Toowoomba 


80-9 


60-5 


70-7 


62-2 


41-2 


51-7 


Wallangarra 


79-3 


56-7 


68-0 


58-3 


36-9 


47-6 


Warwick 


85-6 


62-2 


73-9 


641 


37-9 


51-0 


Western — 














Charleville 


94-3 


69-0 


81-7 


67-9 


41 -J 


54-5 


Cunnamulla 


95-5 


69-2 


82-4 


66-8 


42-1 


54-5 


Goondiwindi 


92-3 


65-7 


79-0 


66-2 


42-1 


54-2 


Mitchell 


91-4 


66-0 


78-7 


67-9 


38-6 


53-3 


Roma 


92-7 


67-7 


80-2 


68-9 


42-2 


55-6 


St. George 


93-8 


69-2 


81-4 


67-0 


41-6 


54-3 


Surat 


93-5 


68-0 


80-8 


67-9 


41-8 


54-9 


Thargomindah 


96-5 


72-1 


84-3 


66-6 


45-3 


560 
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Temperatures — continued. 







Summer. 




Winter. 






(Dec., Jan., Feb.) 


(.Time, 


July, An 


gust.) 


Station. 














Mean 


Mean 


Mean 


Mean 


Mean 


Mean 




Max. 


Min. 


Temp. 


Max. 




Min. 


Temp. 




CENTH 


,AL DIV 


ISION. 








Coastal — 














Gladstone 


84-4 


72-3 


78-4 


79. Q 


^•7 

OO 1 


63 


Mt. Morgan 


87-9 


68-9 


78-0 


7 9. ft 


A ft. 7 
lo / 


60-4 


Rockhampton 


89-6 


71-6 


80-6 


74-6 


51-7 


63-2 


St. Lawrence 




n 1 o 

i Y-6 


/9 b 


74-9 


52-5 


63-7 


Western — 














Barcaldine 


93-4 


70-8 


82-1 


740 


46-3 


60-2 


El a oka 11 


94-8 


700 


82-4 


72-7 


44-6 


58-7 


Boulia 


100-8 


73 1 


87-0 


74-5 


45-5 


600 


Clermont 


92-0 


09-2 


80-6 


74-5 


41-9 


58-2 


Emerald 


93-2 


70-2 


81-7 


74-8 


45-9 


60 4 


Isisford 


96-4 


71-9 


84-2 


74-2 


45-6 


59-9 


Longreach 


97-2 


70-8 


840 


75-5 


46-3 


60-9 


Springsnre 


91-0 


68-6 


79-8 


72-6 


44-5 


El Q {* 

oo-o 


Tambo 


94-3 


68-0 


81-2 


72-5 


41-4 


570 


Win t on 


98-1 


721 


85-1 


77-4 


47-7 


62-6 




NOB THEE N DIVISION. 








Coastal — 














Atherton 


83-7 


64-4 


741 


71 -7 


OKJ o 


61-3 


Ayr 


87-6 


72-6 


801 


77-9 


^•1 

OO i. 


66-2 


Bowen 


87-6 


74-7 


81-2 


76-2 


58-8 


67 5 


Burketown 


93-3 


76-4 


84-9 


82-9 


56-2 


69-9 


Cairns 


89-3 


73-9 


81-6 


/ o 4 


v) — o 


70 5 


KJCbl U. W L A 1 . • . . 


87-1 


72-4 


79-8 


7fi-ft 
/Do 


^7-1 

O 1 1 


67-0 


Coen 


88-7 


73-4 


81-1 


ft 1 -ft 

o L o 




72-6 


Cooktown 


88-4 


75-9 


82-2 


70-1 
IS 1 


A7-0 


73-5 


Croydon 


96-5 


75-5 


86-0 


ft7-^ 


OV it 


73-6 


Herberton 


82-2 


63-8 


730 


7 1 • t 


«)U u 


60-7 


Innisfail 


86-6 


711 


78-9 


76-0 


58-4 


67-2 


Normanton 


95-0 


76-4 


85-7 


86-1 


59-2 


72-7 


Mackay 


85-6 


730 


79-3 


72-3 


53-9 


631 


Port Douglas 


85-8 


74-5 


80-2 


76-5 


63-6 


701 


Townsville 


87-9 


75-5 


81-7 


75-9 


59-9 


67-9 


Thursday Island 


87-5 


77-4 


82-5 


83-2 


74-3 


78-8 


Western — 














Camooweal 


97-4 


73-9 


85-7 


79-4 


48-5 


640 


Charters Towers 


92-5 


700 


81-3 


77-5 


51-5 


64-5 


Cloncurry 


98-2 


74-9 


86-6 


78-3 


52-0 


65-2 


Georgetown 


92-7 


72-6 


82-7 


83-4 


54-8 


69-1 


Hughenden 


96-8 


70-3 


83-6 


79-4 


48-0 


63-7 


Urandangie 


100-7 


73-5 


87-1 


77-2 


45-5 


61-4 




SEASIDE RESORTS NEAR BRISBANE. 

1. Sandgatc. 2. Southport. 3. Cleveland Jetty. 4. and 5. Coolangatta. 
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Rainfall. 

The mean annual rainfall varies considerably. Along the 
Pacific slope it runs approximately from 48 inches at Bris- 
bane to over 146 inches in the Northern Division of the State. 
West of the Dividing Range the rainfall diminishes from 30 
inches to over 11 inches, according to the distance west of 
the Main Range. The State has experienced seasons of 
drought occasioning loss in sheep and herds, but railway 
extension is every year rendering losses less severe by 
enabling stock to be trucked to relief country. The 
recuperative nature of the land is wonderful. A week after 
rain the dry areas are clothed with waving grasses. 

The following are the average annual rainfalls at the 
principal centres in the different divisions of the State of 
Queensland: — 

SOUTHERN DIVISION. 





Average 


Number 




A vo rage 


Number 


Station. 


to 


of Years' 


Station. 


to 


of Years 




1923. 


Record. 




1923. 


Record, 


Coastal. 


In. 






Darling Downs — 
continued : 


In. 




Beaudesert 


34 02 


31 


CJrcen mount 


25-74 


1! 


Beenleigh 


44-59 


37 


Inglewood . . 


26-42 




Biggenden 


32-07 


25 


Jandowae 


24-15 


24 


Boon ah 


31-88 


18 


Pitts worth 


28- 11 


37 


Brisbane 


45-20 


72 


Stanthorpe 


3007 


51 


Bnndaberg 


43-20 


41 


Toowoomba 


36-12 


52 


Caboolture 


48-46 


37 


Warra 


25-38 


35 


Childers 


40-96 


29 


Warwick 


27-84 


59 


Cooran 


53- 16 


31 








Degilbo 


28-07 


30 


Western. 






Eidsvold 


28-49 


34 








Gatton 


28-08 


29 


Adavale 


16-60 


35 


Gayndah 


30-22 


53 


Augathella 


22-57 


34 


Gym pie 


45-88 


54 


Bollon 


18-25 


38 


Kilcoy 


39-34 


33 


Charleville . . 


20-14 


46 


Kilkivan 


3502 


45 


Cunnamulla 


14-59 


45 


Kingaroy 


29-31 


18 


Dirranbandi 


18-74 


35 


Maryborough 


45-56 


53 


Eulo 


12-38 


37 


Nanango 


31-24 


42 


Goondiwindi 


25-12 


45 


Woodford 


51-51 


37 


Hungerfonl 

Mitchell 

Morven 


11-03 
23-97 
21-71 


34 
40 
37 


Darling Downs. 






Muckadilla 
lloma 


22- 29 

23- 78 


33 
50 


Allora 


26-99 


41 


St. George 


20-;.:. 


43 


Cambooya 


29-08 


37 


Surat 


23-63 


43 


Chinchilla 


25-95 


34 


Taroom 


26-65 


48 


Clifton 


23-25 


27 


Thargomindah 
Wallumbilla 


11-23 


45 


Dalby 


25-74 


54 


22-61 


26 


Dnlvcen 


33-79 


28 


Yeulba 


25-37 


40 
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CENTRAL DIVISION. 



Station. 



Coastal. 

J Calliope 
i Duaringa 

Emu Park 
| Gladstone 
1 Gogango 
1 Gracemere 
I Marlborough 

Many Peaks 
I Miriam Vale 
i Mount Chalmers 
| Mount Morgan 
I Mount Larcom 
] Rockhampton 

Rosedale 

! Stanwell 

| St. Lawrence 

Warren 

Wowan 

Yaamba 

Yeppoon 



Average 


Number 




Average 


Number 


to 


of Years' 


Station. 


to 


of Years' 


1923. 


Record. 




1923 


Record. 


In. 




Western. 


In. 




32-58 


16 


Alpha 


22-83 


37 


28-51 


34 


Aramac 


18-57 


44 


43 32 


37 


Banana 


27-20 


53 


39-94 


52 


Barcaldine . . 


20-58 


37 


25-70 


15 


Blackall 


21-68 


44 


30-17 


23 


Blair Atho] 


25-40 




37-70 


53 


Bogant ungan 


28-00 


36 


34-76 


13 


Bonlia 


11-43 


37 


45-51 


33 


Capella 


22-56 


25 


52-12 


11 


Camboon 


27-70 


50 


30 79 


28 


Clermont 


27-83 


53 


33-76 


10 


Emerald 


25-59 


41 


39-45 


37 


Gindie 


22-52 


25 


43-50 


25 


Ilfracombe 


1608 


24 


30-71 


27 


Isisford 


17-91 


39 


4307 


53 


Jericho 


21-67 


23 


28-56 


10 


Jnndah 


15-44 


34 


30-70 




Longreach 


17-12 


31 


34-33 


24 


Mnttaburra 


18-26 


39 


63-35 


33 


Springsure 


261 2 


55 






Tambo 


21-96 


43 






Winton 


1516 


40 



NORTHERN DIVISION. 





Average 


Number 




A vera ge 


Number 


Station. 


to 


of Years' 


Station. 


to 


of Years' 




1923. 


Record. 




1923. 


Record. 


Coastal. 


In. 




Western. 


In. 




Atherton 


51-21 


23 


( lamooweal 


15-75 


32 


Bowen 


39-59 


53 


Charters Powers . . 


25-42 


42 


Burketown 


27-75 


37 


Chillagoe 


32-60 


22 


Cairns 


88-99 


42 


Clon curry 


1 9-33 


40 


Cardwell 


83-81 


52 


Croydon 


28-84 


35 


Coen 


47-47 


37 


Georgetown 


32-75 


52 


Cooktown 


71-19 


48 


Herberton 


4303 


37 


Ingham 


78-93 


32 


Hughenden 


19-61 


12 


Innisfail 


143-97 


43 


Mackinlay 


17-37 


37 


Mackay 


67-92 


53 


Ravenswood 


2S-36 


38 


Mareeba 


35-17 


28 


Richmond 


18-22 


34 


Normanton 


39 05 


42 


Tangorin 


16-37 


29 


Port Douglas 


79-64 


40 


Torrens Creek 


20-75 


30 


Proserpine 


72-79 


21 


Urandangie 


11-65 


31 


Townsville 


47-36 


53 
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Soils. 

The soils in Queensland are largely volcanic, and 
naturally vary with the locality. All the Northern and 
Eastern scrub lands are intensely fertile, with volcanic and 
vegetable mould. Along the margin and pockets of a great 
number of the rivers and creeks (or streams), in some cases 
extending over thousands of acres, the soil is rich alluvial 
deposits, unsurpassed as agricultural land. 




The Picturesque Hamilton Reach, Brisbane, South Queensland. 

The Darling Downs, in Southern Queensland, contains 
4,000,000 acres of magnificent black soil, principally decom- 
posed basalt. Further west the soil becomes lighter, but 
is marvellously rich. The soil in the Maranoa district is 
lighter, and more suited for wheat-growing and vines. In 
the South and South-west are some rich agricultural lands, 
which will be largely developed within a very short time. 

The Peak Downs district, in Central Queensland, con- 
taining about 3,000,000 acres, is every bit as good as the 
Darling Downs, while along the coast there are wonderfully 
rich lands suitable for sugar-growing, general agriculture, 
fruit-growing, or dairying. 
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In Northern Queensland there is some of the finest soil 
in Australia. On the tablelands behind Cairns are the famous 
Atherton and Evelyn Scrubs, land which, for richness of 
soil and regularity of rainfall, is unsurpassed anywhere in 
the Commonwealth. The elevations of these tablelands are 
from 2,466 feet to 3,163 feet above sea-level, thus ensuring a 
bracing climate, which is an additional attraction to the new 
settler. 




View from Perry's Knob, Marburg, South Queensland. 

A BRIEF SURVEY. 

Southern Queensland. 

In Southern Queensland, between the coast range and 
the sea, much of the land is of excellent quality and suited 
for farming pursuits. The banks of the numerous rivers 
and creeks are usually composed of alluvial deposits of 
great richness. Railways have opened up the country to 
settlement, and enabled farmers to market their produce 
from places previously too difficult of access for profitable 
returns. Brisbane (the capital of Queensland) is in direct 
railway communication with Wallangarra in the south, 
Dirranbandi, Cunnamulla, and Quilpie in the south-west, 
Mackay and Farleigh in the mid-north, and Longreach and 
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Yaraka in the mid-west. When the Great North Coast Line 
is completed, the metropolis will have through railway 
communication with Cairns in the far north and all the 
lines connected with the last-named northern port. Like- 
wise, when the Great Western Line is finished, Brisbane will 
be connected by an unbroken stretch of railway with Camoo- 
weal and the Barkly Tableland. Branch lines link up the 
seaside resorts of Sandgate, Wynnum, Southport, Coolan- 
gatta, and Tweed Heads with Brisbane, and also the agricul- 
tural, dairying, and fruit-growing districts of Canungra, 
Beaudesert, Lamington, Rathdowney, and Samsonvale. 

The country districts around Ipswich, Rosewood, 
Harrisville, Boonah, along the Brisbane Valley branch line, 
Laidley, Forest Hill, and Gatton have witnessed a wonderful 
development during the past few years. Railway communi- 
cation has been established by branches from the main line 
to Dugandan, Kalbar, Mount Edwards, Yarraman Creek, 
Marburg, and Mulgowie. The progress made by the dairying 
industry, especially, is astounding. In 1923 the Moreton 
district produced 14,555,503 lb. of butter and 131,391 lb. of 
cheese. 

West of the Main Range, from Toowoomba to Warwick, 
and along the Killarney and Maryvale branch lines, there are 
comfortable farms to be seen everywhere, these occupying 
land which, less than fifty years ago, was used only for 
sheepwalks. On the Western Line, from Toowoomba to 
Roma, settlement is increasing at a tremendous rate. Around 
Dalby, Warra, and Chinchilla there are numerous new 
settlers, many of whom came from the Southern States of 
the Commonwealth, and all of whom express satisfaction 
with the country they have come to. On the main South- 
western Line there is a branch line from Miles to Juandah 
towards Taroom. East of the Main Range the principal 
products are maize, lucerne (alfalfa), potatoes, and sugar- 
cane; while west of the Main Range, maize, lucerne, wheat, 
and barley are most successful. As already indicated, 
dairying is the leading feature in all these districts. 
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Toowoomba, which is a large city, is the centre of much 
agricultural activity, and is connected by branch lines with 
Crow's Nest, Haden, Cecil Plains, Milmerran, and Cooyar. 

The land rises as one gets further away from the sea. 
Gatton, near the foot of the Main Range, is 337 feet above 




Fisher's Falls, Innisfail District, North Queensland. 



sea-level. The State High School and Agricultural College is 
located at Gatton, and it is here that students are enabled to 
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obtain practical advice and ocular demonstrations in general 
agriculture, fruit-growing, viticulture, dairying, poultry- 
raising, bee-keeping, stock-breeding, wool-classing, &c. 
Mounting the Range, the railway reaches an altitude of 
2,003 feet at Harlaxton, the elevation at Toowoomba being 
1,921 feet. Thence west and south-west the country 




Shearing at Jimbour Shed, near Dalbxj, Barling Doions, 
South Queensland. 



decreases in altitude, Dalby, 52 miles westward, being 1,123 
feet; whilst Warwick, to the south-west, is 1,485 feet above 
sea-level. The Hermitage State Farm is situated a few 
miles from the last-named town. Experiments are con- 
ducted in wheat-breeding, lamb-raising, &c, at this State 
Farm. 

This large district, with an area of 16,249,600 acres, and 
containing about 4,000,000 acres of the finest soil in the 
world, is the Darling Downs, justly celebrated for its 
fertility and beauty. In this district and around Roma, 
further west, most of the wheat grown in Queensland is 
produced. The wheat crop on the Darling Downs for 1923 
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was 165,026 bushels, and in the Maranoa district 73,980 
bushels. The Darling Downs also produced 7,038,843 lb. of 
butter and 6,461,312 lb. of cheese. 

Near the Range the country is undulating, and some of 
the most beautiful views in Queensland are to be seen near 
Warwick and Killarney. 

Further south the country is more broken and hilly, but 
near Stanthorpe and Wallangarra it is found very suitable 
for grape-vines and English fruits. Stanthorpe has an 
elevation of 2,656 feet above sea-level, and has a most 
delightful climate. In summer it is the resort of well-to-do 
people from the coast districts. Besides its value as a 
fruit-growing district, it is also rich in minerals, tin and 
silver being the principal products. A settlement for dis- 
charged soldiers has been established at Pikedale, about 
13 miles from Stanthorpe. There is also a State arsenic 
mine at Jibbinbar. The soldiers' settlement has been linked 
up with the main line by a branch line from Cotton Vale. 

In 1923, 203,141 lb. of pipe leaf tobacco were produced in 
the Texas and Inglewood districts (Darling Downs), and the 
bulk of this was treated at the factory in the Texas district. 
It is proposed to connect Texas and the Silverspur mines 
with Inglewood by a branch line. 

Westerly of the Darling Downs the country is mostly 
flat, with occasional belts of poor country dividing large 
stretches of open plains or lightly timbered country of great 
richness. In the Far West agricultural pursuits are not 
engaged in to any great extent. The Dalby to Tara branch 
line is being extended to Surat. Around Roma, which is 318 
miles west from Brisbane, there is one of the finest wheat- 
growing districts in Australia. There is also a State Farm 
at Bungeworgorai, in the Roma district, where experiments 
in wheat-breeding, grasses, fruits, &c, are carried out. A 
branch line connects Roma with Orallo, Injune Creek, and 
Mount Hutton. The country in this locality is admirably 
adapted for mixed farming. A discharged soldiers' settle- 
ment has been established at Mount Hutton. 

The coastal belt from Brisbane to Bundaberg (a seaport 
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city) contains some magnificent country. The opening up 
of the country between Brisbane and Dayboro' by railway 
communication has brought about much agricultural 
settlement. The Blackall Range is suitable for fruit- 
growing, sugar-cane cultivation, general farming, and dairy- 
ing. Gympie is one of Queensland's best goldnelds, and is 




Crop of Maize at Hermitage, near Warwick, Darling Downs, 

South Queensland. 

surrounded by rich lands admirably adapted for agriculture 
and dairying. A branch line from Gympie to Brooloo taps 
the fertile Mary Valley country. The gold won to date in the 
Gj T mpie district totals 3,375,220 tine oz., and is valued 
at £14,337,014. Further north, a branch line, which leaves 
the North Coast Railway at Theebine, passes, in a south- 
westerly direction, through a very rich belt of country to 
Kingaroy and Nanango, There is also a branch line from 
Murgon to Proston, and another from Yeana to Windera. 
Maryborough (a seaport city, with a deep-water port also at 
Urangan) is surrounded by splendid country suitable for 
agriculture, dairying, or fruit-growing. Urangan is connected 
by rail with Maryborough, and the extensive pier there 
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provides adequate berthage accommodation for ocean 
liners. The district has long been celebrated for its 
citrus fruits. Gayndah, Mundubbera, and Eidsvold — three 
splendid agricultural districts — are connected by rail 
with Maryborough. Between Maryborough and Bunda- 
berg there is some magnificent land, with, here and 
there, belts of very poor soil. The further extension 
of the line from Mundubbera to Many Peaks and Glad- 
stone will, when open for traffic, make available for close 
selection a large area of agricultural and dairying land. 
The Isis Scrub, reached by a branch from Isis Junction on 
the North Coast Line, is a wonderfully fertile district which 




New Settler's Initial Operations : Dense Scrub Burnt Off, and 
Land Ready for the First Crop. 

is devoted chiefly to sugar-growing. Around Bundaberg 
there are some of the finest sugar lands in the State, while 
agriculture and dairying are beginning to play an important 
part in the prosperity of the district. Immediately to the 
westward of Bundaberg the country is mostly pastoral, and 
the hills abound in minerals — gold, silver, copper, antimony, 
and many others being found over a large area. Coal of an 
excellent quality is also found here. The copper-bearing 
country around Mount Perry is connected by rail with 
Bundaberg by a branch line. Another pranch line is open 
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for traffic from Goondoon (on the Mount Perry line) to 
Wallaville, and a further extension is being made from the 
last-named place towards Kalliwa. The Gin Gin State 
Central Sugar-mill is located at Wallaville. In 1923, the 
Wide Bay and Burnett districts produced 14,591,133 lb. of 
butter and 563,852 lb. of cheese. 

in 1923, there were 5,836,059 sheep, 2,530,820 cattle, 
286,444 horses, and 115,128 swine in South Queensland. 

Situated in different portions of Southern Queensland 
there are 41 butter factories, 73 cheese factories, 3 condensed 
milk factories, 6 bacon factories, 6 meatworks, 16 raw sugar- 
mills, and 2 sugar refineries. 




Sheep on the Warrego River, Charlevillc, South-Western Queensland. 

Mileage of Government railway lines, 2,682; private 
lines, 61; total railway communication. Southern Queensland, 
2,743 miles. 

Area of Southern Queensland, 134,871,040 acres, or 
210,736 square miles. 

In 1923, the population of Southern Queensland was 
576.992. The area under cultivation was 934,369 acres, while 
the area under crops was 656,674 acres. The principal 
production was as follows: — Butter, 36,708,553 lb.; cheese, 
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7,156,555 lb.; condensed milk, 8,131,648 lb.; bacon and hams 
(factory), £1,120,070; wheat, 243,713 bushels; maize, 
1,559,317 bushels; sugar-cane, 354,696 tons; barley, 3,808 
bushels; oats, 2,427 bushels; hay (all kinds), 41,560 tons; 
potatoes (English), 7,509 tons; potatoes (sweet), 3,421 tons; 
cotton, 6,8.02,936 lb.; arrowroot, 2,038 tons; coffee, 5,192 lb.; 
tobacco, 205,209 lb.; timber (sawmills only) £2,038,091; 
grapes, 2,963,533 lb.; pineapples, 940,179 dozen; apples, 
105,665 bushels; oranges, 163,334 bushels; bananas, 1,858,213 
bunches; wool, 41,926,781 lb.; gold, 7,522 fine oz.; silver, 




The Famous Mount Morgan Mines, Central Queensland. 



19,257 oz.; coal, 776,958 tons; lead, 130 tons; tin, 113 tons; 
arsenic, 610 tons; opals, £500. There are six meatworks in 
operation in Southern Queensland, five of which are in 
Brisbane. The total value of the output of the meatworks 
was £903,265. 

Central Queensland. 

Gladstone, the most southerly town of importance in 
Central Queensland, has a magnificent harbour, and is 
surrounded by splendid grazing country, rich in minerals. 
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Between Gladstone and Rockhampton there is some 
splendid country awaiting development. The Boyne Valley 
branch line taps a fine piece of country south-west from 
Gladstone, and terminates at Many Peaks, a district rich in 
minerals. At the back of Gladstone there are large areas 
of agricultural and dairying country awaiting development. 
A large tract of the country in the New Cannindah and Cania 
districts has been reserved for closer settlement. These 
areas are now being connected by rail with Gladstone. A 
land settlement and water conservation scheme on a large 
scale is now under way by the Government in the Dawson 
Valley country. Rockhampton is the port for a huge pastoral 
district lying to the west of the city, which is situated on the 
Fitzroy River. Steamers of large tonnage can come up the 
river to the city wharves, and also berth at Port Alma and 
Broadmount. Both of the last-named ports are connected 
by rail with Rockhampton. The capital of Central Queens- 
land is also connected by rail with Mackay, one of the links 
in connection with the Great North Coast Line. There are 
also branch lines from Rockhampton to the seaside resorts 
of Emu Park and Yeppoon, to Mount Morgan, to Ridgelands 
(Alton Downs line), and to Baralaba (Dawson Valley line). 
The line to connect up the Dawson Valley country with the 
ports of Gladstone and Rockhampton is now in course of 
construction. Dairying and farming are gradually making 
headway in the Central Division of the State. Much of the 
country is admirably suitable for the cultivation of wheat 
and other cereals. As a matter of fact, wheat is being 
successfully grown in the Emerald district. There are two 
State Farms in Central Queensland — one at Warren, near 
Rockhampton, and the other at Gindie, near Emerald. 
Experiments in dairying, general farming, and stock- 
breeding are conducted at the former place, while stock- 
breeding is chiefly engaged in at the latter farm. 

The celebrated Mount Morgan Gold Mine is situated 
near Rockhampton, with which it is connected by rail. This 
mine, since it was opened up, has paid the handsome sum 
of £9,229,167 in dividends to the shareholders. 

A railway line connects the port of Rockhampton with 
the Western country. This line is 428 miles in length, and 
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terminates at Longreach, in the centre of magnificent rolling 
downs, on the banks of the Thomson River. A line from 
Longreach to Winton is in course of construction. The line 
passes through and serves some of the finest sheep-grazing 
country in Australia. Branch lines extend to Blackall, Blair 
Athol, and Springsure; also from Blackall to Yaraka (97 
miles), one of the connecting links in the Great Western 
Line. The Rannes to Monto branch line is now open as far 
as Callide. Tramway communication, on the 3 feet 6 inches 
gauge, has also been established between Barcaldine and 
Aramac. Much of the country is suitable for agriculture, 
and great developments may be expected on the Peak Downs 
as population increases. 

In common with all Western Queensland, country to the 
westward of the Great Dividing Range is principally flat or 
undulating downs and sparsely timbered. The greater part 
of the country is rich in soil, on which grass and nutritious 
herbage grow in profusion, the chief drawback being an 
uncertain rainfall. This, however, is greatly minimised by 
artesian bores, which have been put down in great numbers 
all over this country. These bores give abundant supplies 
of water suitable for stock, domestic purposes, and irriga- 
tion. So excellent is the grass, especially the Mitchell grass, 
that even in its dry condition it has all the qualities of hay, 
and stock keep their condition on it. 

Opals exist in these Western lands, and some of great 
beauty and size have been found. Sapphires, rubies, and 
other gems are also found at Rubyvale and Sapphiretown, 
in the Anakie district, and the business done annually in 
these is very considerable. In 1923, the gems unearthed 
were valued at £23,309. Gold, copper, coal, and several other 
minerals are found in many places throughout the Central 
district. It is claimed that the Blair Athol Mine, which has 
a seam of pure coal 65 feet in thickness, is one of the richest 
in the Commonwealth. There are 443,000,000 tons of coal 
within sight. 

The number of live stock in Central Queensland in 1923 
was as under: — Sheep, 8,483,284; cattle, 1,829,072; horses, 
165,849; swine, 6,388. 
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SEVERAL, TYPES OF SILOS. 

1. Stack Ensilage on Hobbs and Robb's Farm, Uoumeri, Burnett District, S.Q. 

2. Concrete Silo on Calliope Station, Gladstone District, Central Queensland. 

3. Silos on Nestle and Anglo-Swiss Co.'s Farm, ToogoolawaK, S. Queensland. 

4. Concrete Silo on W. Brompton's Farm, Amby, Maranoa, S.W. Queensland. 

5. Ayrshires and Concrete Silo, Warren State Farm, near Rockhampton, C.Q. 
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The manufacturing establishments associated with the 
primary industries consist of 4 butter factories, and 2 large 
meatworks. 

The mileage of the Government railway lines totals 
1,237, while that of the private lines is 41, or a grand total 
of 1,278 miles. 

Area of Central Queensland, 135,823,360 acres, or 212,224 
square miles. 

The population of Central Queensland in 1923 was only 
95,237. 

Area under cultivation, 42,078 acres; area under crops, 
36,307 acres. 




Crop of Peanuts, Buderim Mountain, North Coast Line. 



Principal production for the same period: — Wool, 
58,524,089 lb.; butter, 2,316,926 lb.; maize, 1,0,544 bushels; 
potatoes (English), 801 tons; hay (all kinds), 1,643 tons; 
sugar-cane, 10,131 tons; timber (sawmills only), £244,651; 
cotton, 5,654,801 lb.; grapes, 47,561 lb.; bananas, 50,157 
bunches; pineapples, 21,058 dozen; oranges, 16,844 bushels. 
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The value of the output of the meatworks was £417,671. 
Minerals: — Gold, 64,525 fine oz.; silver, 16,479 oz.; copper, 
4,369 tons; gems, £23,309; coal, 159,443 tons; marble, 131 
tons; limestone, 51,494 tens; fireclay, 7,3C9 tons. 




Beef Cattle (mostly Herefords) on Coochin Coochin Station, Bugandan, 

South Queensland. 



Northern Queensland. 

In the northern portion of the State, we have localities 
on the coast district, containing large areas of good 
agricultural land, with sufficient rainfall, devoted to the 
cultivation of sugar, as at Mackay, Proserpine, and Burdekin 
Delta; and, after passing Townsville, the good land and 
copious rainfalls recur at Herbert River, Johnstone River, 
Cairns, and Port Douglas. 

Mackay (a seaport city) is one of the principal sugar- 
growing districts in Australia, but general farming and 
dairying are also being successfully carried on. Maize 
grows well in the district. The cultivation of different 
varieties of sugar-cane is pursued at the Mackay Sugar 
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Experiment Station, and the sugar-producing qualities of 
these are subsequently tested at the laboratory. Mackay 
is connected by rail with Rockhamnton and Brisbane in the 
south, and with Townsville and Cairns in the north, on 
the Great North Coast Line, and has branch lines to 
Eton (23 miles), Kungurri (34 miles), Netherdale (45 miles), 
and Owen's Creek (36 miles). Bowen, which has one of the 
finest natural harbours in Australia, is also one of the 
health resorts of the State, and is surrounded by good fruit- 
growing land; the cultivation of tobacco (cigar leaf) is also 




Coffee Plantation, near Mackay, North Queensland. 



successfully carried on here. The Burdekin Delta is a 
wonderfully rich district, chiefly devoted to sugar-growing. 
The State irrigation scheme on the Inkerman lands provides 
a large number of sugar-cane growers and others with water 
during dry spells. Maize also does well in this district. 
There is a State coalmine at Collinsville, in the Bowen 
district, with which railway communication has been 
established. 

Townsville is the port of a very rich back country. The 
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Great Northern Railway extends from Townsville to 
Cloncurry, a distance of 481 miles. There are also branch 
lines from Cloncurry to Selwyn (72 miles), tapping the 
Mount Elliott mines; to the Duchess mines (68 miles) and 
to Dajarra (101 miles) ; and to the Mount Cuthbert and 
Dobbyn mines (69 miles). There is a branch line in 
a south-westerly direction from Hughenden to Winton 




Crop of Cotton in Central Queensland. 



(132 miles). There is another branch line to Ravenswood, a 
very rich mineral district. Charters Towers, one of the 
largest cities in Queensland, is surrounded by the premier 
goldfield of the State, and is a prosperous place. Since its 
discovery, the value of the gold and other minerals won to 
date totals £28,361,870. West of Charters Towers, the line, 
generally speaking, traverses grazing country, which carries 
hundreds of thousands of sheep and cattle. Cloncurry, at 
the terminus of the line, is a rich copperneld, while other 
minerals are found in payable quantities. In 1923, this field 
produced 7,046 oz. of silver, 217 tons of cobalt, 518 tons of 
copper, and 98 tons of lead. 
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North of Townsville, on the Herbert River, and further 
north to the Johnstone River, there is a great sugar-growing 
district, with a copious rainfall. The average annual 
rainfall at Innisfail, on the Johnstone River, is 143.96 inches, 
and the magnificent natural scrubs along the coast give 
abundant evidence of the marvellous richness of the soil. 
Innisfail is a port of call for several of the smaller coastal 
steamers, while the port for Ingham, in the Herbert River 
district, is Lucinda Point. The Great North Coast Line gives 
Innisfail direct communication with Brisbane and Cairns. 
Large areas of country at the back of Innisfail, known as 
Palmerston, and on the Tully River have been reserved 
for closer settlement. 

Great development is taking place in the Cairns district, 
both in the extensive mineral areas of Chillagoe, &c, and in 
the fine agricultural and dairying country on the Atherton 
and Evelyn Tablelands. In 1923 the maize crop in the 
Herberton district yielded 450,957 bushels from 10,519 acres. 
For the same period the maize crop in the Cairns district 
returned over 80 bushels per acre. Atherton has an elevation 
of 2,466 feet above sea-level, and the climate on the tableland 
is cool and bracing, and much resembles the Darling Downs. 
Behind this country there is a vast mineral district amongst 
the ranges; tin, copper, silver, &c, being the chief products. 
In 1923, Herberton produced the following minerals: — 
Silver, 25,295 oz.; tin, 529 tons; lead, 97 tons; copper, 155 
tons. Chillagoe mineral production: — Gold, 1,379 fine oz.; 
silver, 379,258 oz. ; lead, 5,038 tons; copper, 651 tons; tin, 
45 tons; limestone, 8,580 tons; coal, 32,618 tons. 

Cairns is also a port of call for all interstate and over- 
sea vessels. It is connected by rail with Brisbane on the 
Great North Coast Line, and with Ravenshoe (103 miles) ; by 
a branch line from Tolga to Millaa Millaa (101 miles) ; and 
also by connections with the lines to Chillagoe, Etheridge, 
Stannary Hills, Irvinebank, Mount Garnet, and Mount Molloy. 
The line from Dimbulah (on the Chillagoe service) to the 
Mount Mulligan coalmines (30 miles) is now open for traffic. 
The Kairi State Farm is in the Atherton district, and the 
operations at this farm consist of experiments in stock- 
breeding, dairying, and general farming. 



the; pocket Queensland. 43 

Port Douglas, a few hours' sail north from Cairns, is 
the port of the Mossman sugar-growing district; but froin 
Cooktown northwards the land is not of a quality that has 
induced its being taken up by agriculturists. Cooktown (a 
seaport) has a valuable mineral country around it, which 
only awaits development. The agricultural possibilities 
around Cooktown are very good, and there is room for 
plenty of" expansion. Peanuts also do well in the district, 
and yield three-quarters of a ton to the acre as a rule. 
Railway communication is established between Cooktown 
and Laura (67 miles). 




Minerals may be said to abound in most of the hilly and 
broken districts between the coast and the Great Dividing 
Range. As a rule in North Queensland, country abounding 
in minerals is not rich agricultural land, but alluvial flats 
exist of great fertility. The banks of all rivers and creeks 
are fertile, and are covered with dense vegetation. 
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Further north, amongst the rough conglomerate ridges 
of the Palmer, gold exists; also on the Hamilton and Coen 
fields; whilst westerly the Croydon, the Etheridge, and the 
Gilbert goldfields are found in second-class pastoral country, 
rough and hilly in character. In 1923, Croydon produced 
1,812 fine oz. of gold, and 1,362 oz. of silver; and the 
minerals won in the Etheridge district were: — Gold, 1.650 
fine oz.; silver, 8,429 oz,,; copper, 23 tons; lead, 122 tons. 

The country inland from the Gulf of Carpentaria is 
admirable for grazing purposes, and prime cattle are 
annually raised there on many of the large stations. There 
are a number of big sheep runs in the neighbourhood. The 
district is also rich in minerals — gold, silver, tin, lead, &c. 
The Gulf country has two ports — Normanton and Burke- 
town — both of which are regularly visited by steamers. 
Normanton is connected with Croydon (94 miles) by rail. 

In 1923, there were 2,436,758 sheep, 2,036,622 cattle, 
209.300 horses, and 10,727 swine in this portion of the State. 

There are 5 meatworks, 21 raw sugar mills, 3 butter 
factories, and 3 cheese factories. 

Mileage of Government railway lines, 2,183; private 
lines, 32; making a grand total of 2,215 miles. 

Area of North Queensland, 158,425,600 acres, or 247,540 
square miles. 

The population of North Queensland in 1923 was 138,939. 

Area under cultivation, 221,719 acres; area under crops, 
178.987 acres. 

In 1923 the principal production was as follows: — Wool, 
16,738,735 lb.; butter, 1,643,819 lb.; cheese, 64,800 lb.; sugar- 
cane, 1,680,981 tons; maize, 455,040 bushels; English potatoes, 
568 tons: sweet potatoes, 392 tons; cotton, 86,033 lb.; tobacco 
(cigar), 6,057 lb.; coffee, 5,424 lb.; grapes, 62,506 lb.; bananas, 
45,491 bunches; pineapples, 21,181 dozen; oranges, 40,159 
bushels; timber (sawmills only), £431,111. The production 
of the different meatworks was valued at £908,694. Minerals: 
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Shearing Scenes in Western Queensland. 



46 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



—Gold. 18,197 line oz.; silver, 428,1,02 oz.; copper, 1,347 tons; 
tin. 773 tons; lead, 5,257 tons; coal, 124,261 tons; cobalt, 
217 tons. 

Note. — The bulk of the statistical information used in the three 
divisions of the State is computed according to "The Real Property 
(Local Registries) Act of 1887." 

What Queensland Offers. 

Queensland offers many attractions to the intending 
settler from oversea. The climate is a delightful one, and 
admirably suited to Europeans, Canadians, and Americans. 
The heat of summer is tempered by cool nights, especially 
on the higher tablelands. There is no severe winter to 
contend with. Snow is almost unknown; and, although 
frosts occur at night during the winter months, the days 
are bright and genial. It may be said that for nine months 
of the year Queensland has a perfect climate. December, 
January, and February, known as the wet season, are 
generally hot months, but those who have lived in 
Queensland for many years would not be readily induced to 
leave the State. It is an ideal country for anyone who has 
to lead an outdoor life. 

There is a free-and-easiness about life in Queensland 
which at once strikes the new arrival, who will meet with 
unbounded hospitality everywhere. Old-country prejudices 
melt and disappear under Queensland's sunny skies, and 
nowhere will that stand-offishness between different classes, 
so frequently found in older countries, be found in 
Queensland. 

Queensland has room for 50,000,000 people; and the 
estimated population at present is only 811,168, exclusive of 
aborigines. There is room for you and opportunity for you 
in this great North-eastern State of Australia, the Queen 
State of the Commonwealth! 

To the new arrival possessed of thrift, grit, and 
perseverance Queensland holds out opportunities second to 
no other country in the world. Verily, it is a land — 

Where a man is a man if he's willing to toil, 
And the humblest may gather the fruits of the soil. 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



47 



INDUSTRIES OF QUEENSLAND. 
Pastoral. 

The industries of Queensland have developed in a 
marked degree during the past few years. The principal 
industries are pastoral and agricultural, and a few figures 
with regard to them will convey some idea of their immense 
importance to the State. 




Sheep on Mount Abundance Station, near Roma, Maranoa District, 
South-Western Queensland. 

Sheep. 

The number of sheep in Queensland at the end of 1923 
was 16.756,101. In 1914, the flocks, numbered 23,129,919. In 
none of the other Australian States are sheep so free from 
disease as in Queensland. No scab has existed since 1864, 
and then only in one or two flocks. Fluke is all but 
unknown, and malignant foot-rot was stamped out in 1870. 
Lambing percentages are high, in some flocks reaching over 
100 per cent. It has even reached, in particular cases, 132 
per cent. The total quantity of w r ool produced in 1923 was 
121,913,075 lb., valued at £12,191,308. At present there are 
only two woollen mills in Queensland, and both of these are 
in Ipswich. There is, however, a proposal to erect a third 
mill in Brisbane. Most of the sheep in Queensland are 
merino, or fine-woolled sheep, the proportion of merinos to 
crossbreds and coarse-woolled sheep being 97 per cent. 
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Sheep Country. 

The principal sheep-grazing areas are to be found in 
the country west of the Main Range, where immense plains, 
clothed with magnificent grasses and saline herbs, exist. 




Pens of Sheep on Oakwood Station, CharleviUe District, 
South-Western Queensland. 

The country 200 miles and over west of the coast, especially 
in the Central district, is emphatically the home of the 
merino. Sheep, however, are kept on some places on the 
coast and eastern side of the Main Range, but usually in 
small flocks. 

Of the 16,756,101 sheep in the State, 9,758,195 were 
depastured on 388 holdings, giving an average of 25,150 
sneep to each holding. The total number of owners of 
sheep was 3,923, thus giving each an average of 4,271 sheep. 
The number of sheep imported to the State during 1923 was 
332,480, whilst the number exported was 725,144. (These 
figures do not include interstate transfers by sea, such 
information not being obtainable from the Customs Depart- 
ment since the abolition of the Braddon Clause in 1910.) 
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The Squatters. 

The squatters in Queensland are the equivalent of the 
ranchers in Canada and the United States. They opened up 
the country, and generally acquired enormous holdings; 
and, after a few years of hardship, lived like princes. 
Naturally, they suffer losses during periods of drought, 
which occasionally occur in such a vast State, but on the 
whole they are a well-to-do class of highly intelligent, well- 
educated men. 




Loading Wool at Mount Abundance Station, near Roma, Maranoa 
District, South- Western Queensland. 



The squatter does not call his holding a "ranch" — he 
calls it a "station" or a "run." The term "sheepwalk" is 
seldom used in Australia. Blocks for grazing land from 
2,250 to 60,000 acres are not called stations, but grazing 
farms or selections. The largest station in Queensland is 
Warenda, containing 5,000 square miles of country; almost 
as large as the county of Yorkshire, in England (which 
contains 5,909 square miles), and twice as large as Devon 
and Lincoln. The total area held by squatters, under lease 
or occupation license (including grazing farms and home- 
steads), in 1923, was 303,666,517 acres, or over 70 per cent, 
of the land in the State. 
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Available Sheep Country. 

There are large tracts of country in the western areas 
of the Stale admirably adapted for the successful raising 
of sheep. The policy of the Government is to resume from 
time to time portions of large runs held on leasehold tenure. 
These areas are then cut up into blocks of about 5,000 to 
20,000 acres each as grazing farms. 

Grazing selections may be secured on lease as a grazing 
homestead or grazing farm for a period of up to twenty- 
eight years. The average annual rent is about 2d. per acre. 
No grazing farm can exceed 60,000 acres in area. The 
limitation of area is determined by the rent value, an annual 
rental of £200 being the limitation. Thus, of lands open at 2d. 
per acre, the greatest area obtainable would be 24,000 acres; 
at l|d. per acre, 32,000 acres; and so on. The term of lease 
may be any number of years not exceeding twenty-eight, 
as the opening notification may declare. The annual rent 
for the first period of seven years is fixed by departmental 
notification, or by tender. The rent for each subsequent 
period will be determined by the Land Court. During the 
whole of the term of a grazing homestead the condition of 
personal residence applies, and prior to the expiration of 
the first five years a grazing homestead is not capable of 
being mortgaged without the permission of the Minister 
(except to the State Agricultural Bank), or assigned or 
transferred, except in the case of the death, insanity, or 
incapacity by reason of serious illness, accident, infirmity, or 
misfortune of the selector. The Land Court may also grant 
to the original selector of a grazing homestead (or in the 
case of his death or insanity, the person representing him) 
exemption from the performance of the condition of personal 
residence for one year after the condition has been per- 
formed for the first five years, and thereafter for one year 
for each further live years in which personal residence is 
performed. Grazing farms must be continuously occupied 
by the selector or manager or agent, and within three years 
they must be securely fenced. In some cases, no rental is 
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charged for the first period of occupation if the grazing 
farm is more or less infested with prickly-pear or noxious 
weeds. As soon as a grazing farm is fenced the lease is 
issued, and the selector is then allowed to mortgage the 
holding, or, by permission of the Minister, subdivide, 
transfer, or sublet it. 

Pastoral leases may be obtained on long leases at a low 
rental per annum, and with a tenure up to thirty years. 

Large areas of country may also be rented from the 
Crown from year to year under an occupation license, with 
no limitation as to area. 

Under " The Rights in Water and Water Conservation 
and Utilization Act of 1910-1915," grazing farmers, pas- 
toralists, and agriculturists are afforded assistance by the 
Government in putting down artesian bores on their 
holdings. Hereunder is an example of what can be done by 
two or more selectors under the Act in question: — 

Cost of putting down a bore on three grazing 

areas of 20,000 acres each (or a total area 

of 60,000 acres), to a depth of 1,500 feet, 

the whole of which would be benefited, say £2,250 
20 miles of drains at £15 per mile . . . . 300 
Drain service, distributing works, culverts, 

tank, &c 350 

Total cost of work £2,900 

This cost would be treated as a loan to the grazing 
farmer, agriculturist, or pastoralist for a period of twenty- 
five years, and the annual charges thereon would be: — 

Interest and redemption on £2,900 at £7 9s. Id. 

per cent, per annum . . . . . . £216 3 5 

Maintenance and administration of works, say 150 

Total annual charge . . . . . . £306 3 5 

Or equivalent to a rate or charge per acre of 1.46d., or about 
lid. At the end of the twenty-live years' period the bore 
would become the property of the selectors interested. The 
greater the area commandable the less will be the rate. 
With a flow of 1,000,000 gallons, upwards of 150,000 acres 
can be efficiently watered. Over 5,000,000 acres are now 
watered in Queensland under the provisions of this Act by 
over 2,80i0 miles of drains. 
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The foregoing estimate does not apply to all portions of 
the State, as in some cases water is often obtained at a 
shallower depth than 1,500 feet, while in other cases greater 
depths have to be bored. In the first instance, the cost of 
putting down the bore would be considerably less than the 
above estimate, and in the latter case it would be greater. 
However, taking the average depth of the bores as 1,500 feet, 
the estimate quoted will give intending settlers a good idea 
of the probable cost of putting down a bore under the 
provisions of the Act referred to. The example cited above 
only provides for a bore whereby three grazing farms w r ould 



Mixed Farmer's Romney Marsh Sheep at Laidley, South Queensland. 

be benefited. There is nothing, however, to prevent such a 
bore, provided the flow of water was sufficient, being utilised 
for supplying the wants of a greater number of contiguous 
grazing farms. Cases of this kind are already in existence 
in different portions of the State, and the only additional 
capital cost incurred in connection therewith by the parties 
concerned would be for the extra length of drains required. 
Consequent upon the cost in the latter case being spread 
over a larger area of country, the annual rate or charge 
per acre would be much less than that mentioned in regard 
to the benefited area of 60,000 acres referred to above. 



The average annual rent of a grazing farm is 2d. per 
acre. As an example, a 20,000-acre farm may be taken. 
The cost of survey would be £86, and the annual rent 
during the first seven years would be £166 13s. 4d. The cost 
of survey is distributed over five equal payments during 
the first five years of the lease. 




Ccst of Acquiring' a Grazing 1 Farm. 




Exterior and Interior Views of Westbourne Wool-scour, near Barcaldine, 

Central Queensland. 
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With capital totalling £5,000, an intending settler can 
safely take up a grazing farm of 20,000 acres in the western 
districts of Queensland. Many of our present-day success- 
ful pastoralists and grazing farmers started with much less 
capital. As an investment, sheep-raising is one of the most 
profitable in Queensland under ordinary conditions. No 
other industry offers greater possibilities to the intending 
settler for the safe investment of his capital. 

The initial cost of starting on a 20,000-acre farm would 
be, approximately, as under: — 

First year's rent 
One-fifth survey fees 

Fencing 22 'miles (say, with 4 and 6 wires), les 

11 miles contributed by adjoining selectors — ■ 

11 miles at £50 per mile 
Hut and sheepyard 
Dray 

Two horses 

Harness, tools, and sundries 
Wages (one man) and rations for year 
Sundries 



£ s. d. 
166 13 4 
17 4 



550 
100 
20 
30 
40 
234 
150 



£1,307 17 4 

In the foregoing estimate it will be noticed that no 
provision has been made for a woolshed, woolpress, or 
shearers' quarters. These are not absolutely necessary at 
the outset, as it is not an uncommon thing for small grazing 
farmers to get their sheep shorn and the wool classed and 
baled at one of the woolsheds on a larger grazing farm or 
station in the district at a very reasonable cost. If the 
grazing farm is not watered by streams or by a bore from 
an adjoining holding, or if there are no tanks or dams on 
the grazing farm in question, it will be necessary for the 
grazing farmer to adopt one or other of the forms of water 
conservation — that is, by means of an excavated tank or dam 
or by sinking a bore. The construction of an excavated tank 
will cost about 2s. 6d. per cubic yard, while the expenditure 
in connection with a sub-artesian bore will range from 
25s. to 40s. per foot, and that for an artesian bore from 40s. 
to 50s. per foot. The foregoing prices depend to a great 
extent upon the facilities available in the district in which 
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the bores are about to be put down — such as transport and 
wood and water. Where a grazing farm is watered by 
natural streams no bore would be necessary. Even where 
there is no natural supply of water a grazing farm might 
be supplied from a bore on an adjacent property. In this 
latter case an annual charge would be made by the owner 
of the bore, such charge usually being about £50. (See also 
remarks in regard to the provisions of the Rights in Water 
and Water Conservation and Utilization Act on preceding 
pages.) Subdivided into four paddocks, a 20,000-acre grazing 
farm would carry safely 4,000 sheep — 3,880 ewes and 120 
flock rams. The purchase of this stock would cost, approxi- 
mately, £6,420, made up as follows: — 3,880 ewes (off shears) 
at 30s, £5,820; 120 flock rams at £5, £600. 



Mixed Farmer's Sheep at Wiyarra, near Warwick, Darling Downs, 

South Queensland. 

What the Farm Could Carry. 

A grazing farm such as given in the foregoing example, 
including the improvements mentioned, could work 6,000 
sheep safely. This number, with ordinary management, 
would return £2,000 a year net, after paying all expenses. 
The carrying capacity of the farm may generally be 
increased by subdividing — that is to say, if the farm is 
divided into, at least, four paddocks, it will carry, over a 
series of about ten years, 4,000 ewes and 2,4;00 lambs — that 
is, reckoning the lambing at 60 per cent. — or a total of 6,400 
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sheep. Every 1,000 ewes means, at least, £500 a year profit. 
Incidentally, it may be mentioned that the ring-barking of 
the trees on a holding adds considerably to its carrying 
capacity. 

MIXED FARMING. 

By this is meant the combining of sheep-raising with 
general farming pursuits. The areas most favoured for 
the carrying on of such operations are the Darling Downs 
and those within proximity to the coastal districts of 
the State. Quite a number of agriculturists have given the 
idea a trial, and have succeeded beyond their most sanguine 
anticipations. The success which has attended the initial 
efforts of these pioneers in this class of mixed farming has 
encouraged others to adopt a similar course. Whereas a few 
years ago there were only a small number of agriculturists 
who engaged in sheep-breeding as well as general farming, 
to-day their numbers have been considerably increased. In 
point of fact, it is not an uncommon thing to find scores of 
successful general farmers and dairymen with small flocks 
of sheep. The breeds most favoured by these mixed farmers 
are crossbreds and British breeds. The former comprise, 
chiefly, the Merino strain, which are crossed with Lincolns, 
Romney Marsh, English Leicester, Border Leicesters, Shrop- 
shires, Southdowns, or Suffolks. In several instances, 
Corriedales (a New Zealand breed), Dorset Horns, and Ros- 
commons have also been introduced. Of the British breeds, 
the Romney Marsh, Border Leicester, English Leicester, Lin- 
coln, and Shropshire are more generally used for crossing 
with Merino ewes. The aim of the mixed farmer is to breed 
a dual-purpose sheep suitable for the production of wool 
and mutton, but, primarily, mutton. The Merino strain are 
more adaptable for the dry areas of the State, whilst the 
British breeds and crossbreds do well on areas where the 
rainfall is more excessive than is the case in the West. 
A number of the mixed farmers on the Darling Downs and 
in the coastal areas have small studs of pedigreed British 
breeds, and from time to time sales of stud rams are effected 
to other agriculturists who contemplate engaging in the 
breeding of sheep on a small scale. The success which has 
attended the efforts of the mixed farmers on the Darling 
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Downs and along the coastal areas has been due to the 
fact that the sheep have been raised on artificial grasses. It 
is by this means that wethers, ewes, and lambs are fattened 
up quickly for market. 

The breeding of sheep is systematically carried on at the 
Government High School and Agricultural College at Gatton 
(Moreton district, South Queensland) and at the State Farm 
at Hermitage, near Warwick (Darling Downs district, South 
Queensland). At the former place the British breeds crossed 
with Merino ewes are: — Border Leicester, Romney Marsh, 
Lincoln, Dorset Horn, and English Leicester; while at the 
Hermitage State Farm Border Leicester rams are crossed 
with Merino ewes. The results at both these places have been 
very satisfactory, and it is because of this success that a 
great many of the agriculturists have been induced to give 
sheep-raising some attention. 

State Handling of Mixed Farmers' Wool. 

The State Department of Agriculture and Stock, in order 
to encourage agriculturists to include sheep-raising in their 
operations, receives wool in small consignments from 
farmers who keep not more than 1,500 sheep. As soon as 
the wool is received it is classified, weighed, and pressed. 
The wool is " pooled " — that is to say, all wool of a parti- 
cular quality is put into a class by itself, irrespective of 
ownership. After being thus graded the wool is sent to 
the market in the name of the Department, and is sold there 
by auction or appraised in the usual way. If required, 
farmers are advanced 60 per cent, of the value of the wool 
as soon as it is weighed, and they receive the remainder 
after the sale has been effected. The grading of the wool 
is done in the splendidly equipped wool rooms of the 
Department of Agriculture and Stock in William street. 
The departmental charges in connection with the handling 
of the wool are: — For classification, 10s. per bale; and all 
freight, handling, dumping, rebaling, and other out-of-pocket 
expenses. An additional charge of l|d. per bale is made for 
storage at the Wool-brokers' Stores after the expiration of 
thirteen weeks. No commission whatever is charged. It is 
claimed that Queensland was the first country in the world 
to inaugurate this system of handling the wool grown by 
small farmers. 
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State Instruction in Sheep-raising 1 , &c. 

At the Central Technical College (Brisbane) the students 
are given practical and theoretical instruction in all phases 
of the sheep and wool industry. The College, which is under 
the control of the State Government, is splendidly equipped, 
and instruction is imparted to the students by a staff of 
experts. A wool-scouring plant is being installed in connec- 
tion with the institution. During the shearing season every 
year batches of students visit a number of the large stations 
in Queensland, and, in addition to doing general shed work 
in the woolshed, receive instruction in wool-rolling, piece- 
picking, and classing. The stations generally visited are: — 
Jondaryan (Darling Downs, South Queensland), Eurella and 
Bindango (Maranoa district, South-western Queensland), 
Claverton and Murweh (Warrego district, South-western 
Queensland). The students are charged £4 4s. per quarter 
for daily instruction. Night classes are conducted for those 
who cannot attend in the day-time. Wools from different 
districts are also tested at the College daily in order to 
ascertain the percentage of clean wool present in each 
sample. 

ARTESIAN WATER. 

Since the practicability of tapping the vast supplies of 
artesian water stored beneath the surface of a large area 
of Queensland has been demonstrated, a tremendous change 
has taken place in the Western districts of the State. 

Great tracts of well-grassed country, which have only 
a limited rainfall, have, by the aid of artesian bores, been 
brought into use, and stocked with sheep and cattle. 

The chief water-storing stratum is the cretaceous forma- 
tion, which, roughly speaking, stretches westerly from the 
Main Range, dividing the river systems of the east coast 
from those which discharge their waters northward in the 
Gulf of Carpentaria and southward in the Great Australian 
Bight. 

At the end of June, 1924, there were 4,125 artesian wells 
in Queensland. The average depth of the bores was 890 
feet. The deepest bore, which is at Springleigh, in the 
Blackall district (Central Queensland), has a depth of 7,009 
feet; while the shallowest is at Manfred Downs, which yields 
a supply of 2,000 gallons per day, at a depth of 10 feet. The 
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ARTESIAN BORES ON WESTERN STATIONS. 

1. Thuraggie, St. George, Maranoa District (South-Western) . 

2. Grazing Farm, near Barcaldine (Central). 

3. Tinnenburra, Cunnamulla (South-Western). 

4. J. Cronin's Grazing Farm, near Barcaldine (Central). 
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estimated aggregate daily flow from 1,308 flowing bores m 
the State is 297,903,010 gallons. To obtain this supply the 
total depth bored was 3,676,089 feet, or 696.23 miles. 

The depth of the Charleville No. 1 bore is 1,371 feet. For 
many years it had an estimated daily flow of 3,000,,000 gallons, 
but to-day it is only about 400,000 gallons. The height of the 
flow over the casing was 100 feet, and it had a pressure of 
100 lb. to the square inch. The temperature of the water is 
105 degrees Fahr. Originally, the bore was one of the 
largest in the State. The Charleville No. 2 has an estimated 
daily flow of 1,012,570 gallons, a depth of 2,590 feet, and a 
temperature of 12,0 degrees Fahr. The Nebine bore has a 
daily flow of 1,433,720 gallons, a depth of 1,844 feet, a 
temperature of 122 degrees Fahr., and a pressure of 140 lb. 
to the square inch. The Bulgroo No. 1 bore, with a depth of 
5,517 feet, has a daily flow of 450,000 gallons, and a tempera- 
ture of 210 degrees Fahr. at the surface. 

The analyses of the water show varying results. While 
some bores yield copious supplies of water good alike for 
irrigation and domestic use, others may give water useful 
for irrigation only, or not suitable for either irrigation or 
domestic use. 

Besides being used for the wants of sheep and cattle 
on the large Western stations, several of our Western towns 
are reticulated with bore water, which is used for all 
domestic purposes. 

At Roma a supply of natural gas was also obtained 
from one of the Municipal Council's bores, but for the 
present at least this gas has been lost. Boring operations 
for petroleum are being carried on by private concerns in 
different parts of the State, but, so far, oil has not been 
struck in payable quantities. 

The Change Wrought by Artesian Water. 

The great transformation that has been effected in 
Arizona (America), by making the desert bloom like the rose, 
has not yet been accomplished in Western Queensland; but it 
is coming fast. Streams which were formerly only sandbed^ 
for the greater portion of the year now flow continuously 
with water as clear as crystal. Stock, far and wide, are 
watered at streams and dams fed from underground sources. 
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Some of these streams resemble English brooks, with rushes 
along their banks, and fish swimming in the water. Barcal- 
dine and Longreach, formerly dry, dusty, Western towns, 
have each been transformed into a Garden City. Beautiful 
trees flourish in the streets, and orchards are irrigated by 
artesian water. The water is also laid on to all the hotels 
and private houses. It is also used as power. 

Cattle. 

At the end of 1923 there were 6,396,514 cattle in Queens- 
land. In 1921 the herds aggregated 7,047,370. The cattle 
belong to 47 5 >048 owners, the average size of herd being 136. 




Beef Cattle on Burleigh Station, near Richmond, North Queensland. 

The cattle imported in 1923 numbered 31,09,0, the number 
exported being 215,790. (These figures do not include the 
interstate transfers by sea, such information not being 
obtainable from the Customs Department since the abolition 
of the Braddon Clause in 1910.) 

Cattle stations exist in all parts of the State. In the 
settled districts they are being ousted by the agriculturists 
and by the sheep man. The largest cattle stations are to be 
found on the coast, and in the North in the Gulf country. 
Some of the biggest herds are in the north-west country, 
and number from 10,000 to 50,000 head. In the more settled 
districts the runs are smaller, and many of them are devoted 
to breeding purebred stock of the Shorthorn, Hereford, 

E 
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Aberdeen-Angus, Norfolk, Devon, and Sussex strains. The 
young stud bulls are sold to the distant cattle stations. 
Dairy cattle are dealt with under a separate heading. 

Life on a cattle run is freer and more adventurous than 




Beef Cattle on Taadinga Station, near Kingaroy, Burnett District, 

North Coast Line. 

There are twenty State stations, on which there are 
22,0,060 head of cattle. The following is a list of the 
stations: — Dillalah, Kenmore, Calabar, Monomby (Charle- 
ville district, South-western Queensland) ; Keeroongooloo 
(Windorah, South-western Queensland) ; Wando Vale (Pent- 
land, North Queensland) ; Dotswood (Charters Towers, 
North Queensland) ; Buckingham Downs and Alderley 
(Boulia, Central Queensland) ; Lyndhurst (Georgetown, North 
Queensland) ; Vanrook — including Strathmoro, Stirling, 
Dunbar, Macaroni Plains, and Waterloo — (Normanton, North 
Queensland); Brooklyn (Einasleigh, North Queensland); 
Meriuna, Silver Plains, and York Downs (Cook district, North 
Queensland). 

Queensland has thirteen meatworks, of which six are 
in South Queensland, two in Central Queensland, and five in 
North Queensland. 
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The State butcheries in Queensland number fifty-seven, 
and these are located as follows: — Brisbane and suburbs, 25; 
Wynnum; Ipswich and Booval; Toowoomba (2): Roma (2) 
and Charleville, South-western Queensland; Gympie (2), 
Maryborough (3), Bundaberg, North Coast Line; Gladstone, 
Rockhampton (2), Mount Morgan, Emerald, Central Queens- 
land; Mackay (3), Bowen, Ayr, Townsville ((>), Charters 
Towers, and Cairns, North Queensland. 




Dillalah State Cattle Station, Charleville Distriet, South-Western 

Queensland. 

The value of the meats and by-products from the 

various meatworks in 1923 was £2,229,630. Frozen and 
preserved meats produced 139,336,442 lb, Butchers' meats 
(exclusive of that used on stations) aggregated 163,985,278 lb. 

The item "Meat " does not include bacon, poultry, &c, 
these being treated as products of agriculture. 

Horses. 

There were 661,593 horses in Queensland at the end 
of 1923. In 1921, there were 747,543 horses in the State. 
Queensland horses are much sought after by Indian 
buyers, and a large export trade is done with India, 
Java, Japan, China, and the East generally. The number 
of horses imported in 1923 was 20,761, and 27,655 were 
exported, valued at £126,869. 
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With a view of maintaining the high standard of Queens- 
land horseflesh, all stallions presented for exhibition at 
agricultural and pastoral shows throughout the State are 
subjected to a searching veterinary examination in regard 
to their soundness. 

Mules. 

So far the breeding of mules is only engaged in on a 
small scale. There is room, however, for considerable 
expansion in this branch of stock-raising. In 1923, there 
were 1,142 mules in Queensland. 




Beef Cattle on G indie State Farm, Central Queensland. 



Camels. 

Jn 1923, there were 399 camels in the State. These 
animals are used for carrying purposes in the Par North, 
North-west, and South-west. 

Angora Goats, &c. 

The breeding of Angora goats, both for their hair and 
flesh, offers profitable occupation to those who go in for it 
in a business-like manner. In 1923, there were 3,931 Angora 
goats in the State, from which 2,204 lb. of mohair were 
obtained; and 860 were slaughtered for meat, the skin; 
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Musterers on Strathmore Station, Botven District, North Queensland. 



obtained from the carcasses numbering 625. Goat mutton 
is a good substitute for that of the sheep; in fact, it is 
difficult for the uninitiated to tell the difference. 

In 1923, there were also 119,832 common goats in the 
State, and of this number 23,134 were slaughtered for meat; 
10,200 skins were also marketed. 




Store Cattle on Tamrookum Station, Beaudesert District, 
South Coast Line. 
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EXPORT VALUE OF PASTORAL PRODUCTS. 

The meat-packing industry of Queensland has developed 
within a comparatively short time. Up till 1890 the export 
value of meat was about £100,000 annually. As showing 
the value of the pastoral industry to Queensland, it may 
be mentioned that the total oversea export value of pastoral 
products in 1922-23 was *£13,169,777. The items in this 
total were as under: — 

Wool • • ■ 110,428,712 

Live stoefe . . . • ■ ■ • • • • • • 32,820 

Meat (all kinds, ini-ludins extract) .. .. 1,785,363 

Tallow . . r . ; r 391,439 

Hides and skins . . . . 451,312 

All other products .. .. .. .. .. 80,131 



Total .. .. ..£13,169,777 

* Since the abolition of the Braddon Clause, in 1910, no official 
record has been kept by the Customs Department of the exports by 
Queensland to the other States of the Commonwealth. 






Horses on Mount Abundance Station, near Roma, MaranocL District, 
South-Western Queensland. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The Agricultural Industry has made very rapid pro- 
gress in Queensland during the last few years, more 
particularly in the southern portion of the State. About 
fifty years ago the greater part of the now famous 
Darling Downs was entirely devoted to the raising of sheep 
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FOUR LARGE MEAT WORKS. 

1. Redbanlc, near Brisbane, South Queensland . 

2. Lake's Creek, Rockliampton, Central Queensland. 

3. A.M.E. Co., Brisbane., South Queensland. 

4. Gladstone, Central Queensland. 
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and cattle. To-day a large area of the 16,249,600 acres is 
peopled by prosperous farmers engaged in agriculture and 
dairying. Along the coastal country, east of the Great 
Dividing Range, sugar-growing is flourishing, particularly 
in the Bundaberg, Mackay, Proserpine, Herbert, and Cairns 
districts. The total area under all crops in 1923 — a dry 
year — was 871,968 acres; under cultivation, 1,198,166 acres. 

The total value of the agricultural production in 1923 
was £10,105,844. 




Sugar-cane Plantation and Colonial Sugar Refining Company's Mill at 

Huxley, North Coast Line. 



Sugar. 

One of the most important industries in Queensland is 
the Sugar Industry. In 1923 there were 2,045,808 tons of 
sugar-cane harvested, giving a return of 269,175 tons of raw 
sugar. (The return of raw sugar for 1924 is estimated at 
388,000 tons.) The value of the cane crushed was £4,807,649, 
while the raw sugar manufactured was valued at £7,271,623. 
The area under cane in 1923 was 219,965 acres, and of this the 
produce of 138,742 acres was crushed; the cane from 5,371 
acres was used for plants, leaving 75,852 acres as stand-over 
for the next season. There Avere two refineries and thirty- 
seven sugar mills in operation in the State, and these gave 
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Bending Broom Millet, Goomeri, Burnett District, North Coast Line. 

employment to 5,925 hands. According to the evidence 
elicited at a recent Royal Commission, over £4,000,000 is 
paid away annually in wages in connection with the industry. 
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Agriculture on the Coast. 

Along the coastal districts all classes of tropical pro- 
ducts, such as sugar-cane, rubber, coffee, tea, cocoa, ginger, 
cassava, cardamoms, pepper, vanilla, yams, &c, are grown 
successfully. Fruits, such as the banana, orange, lime, 
lemon, pineapple, mango, persimmon, granadilla, papaw, 
and passion fruit, grow to perfection; while one of the most 
delicious fruits, the cape gooseberry, is indigenous. In the 
same district maize, potatoes, rice, cotton, millet, sweet 
potatoes, pumpkins, and all kinds of vegetables are raised. 




Stripping Wheat on Bungeworgorai State Farm, near Roma, Maranoa 
District, Soitth-Western Queensland. 



Agriculture on the Tablelands. 

On the higher tablelands west of the Main Range, in 
addition to the crops grown on the coast, we find wheat, 
oats, rye, barley, etc. The fruits of temperate climes, such 
as the grape-vine, apples, pears, plums, peaches, cherries, 
strawberries, etc., grow to perfection. 

Wheat. 

Wheat in Queensland is chiefly grown in the Southern 
portion of the State. The Darling Downs, Maranoa, and 
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West Moreton districts are the chief centres of wheat- 
orowing. There are many other districts suitable for the 
growth of this cereal. The quantity of wheat produced in 

-L923 a very dry period — was only 243,713 bushels, from an 

area planted of 51,149 acres, giving an average yield of 4.76 
bushels per acre. The wheat crop was valued at £72,098. 
(The yield of wheat for 1924 is estimated at 2,712,214 bushels. 
Best return (1920), 3,707,357 bushels.) 




Stooks of Wheat on Bungeworgorai State Farm, Roma, Maranoa District, 
South-Western Queensland. 

Maize. 

Maize is another important crop which is grown chiefly 
in the southern portion of the State, although its cultivation 
is successfully carried on in the Atherton district. The total 
yield in 1923 was 2,024,902 bushels from 12,0,092 acres, an 
average of 16.86 bushels per acre; of this total the Moreton 
district produced 568,204 bushels, Wide Bay and Burnett 
districts 412,141 bushels, the Darling Downs 578,445 bushels, 
Atherton (North Queensland) 447,094 bushels. The maize 
crop was valued at £641,219. (Best return (1910), 4,460,306 
bushels.) 



72 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 





Other Crops. 






The following 


table will show the 


production 


of some 


of the other crops 


for the year 1923: — 








Area 




Average 


Crop. 


for Grain. 


Yield. 


per Acre. 




Acres. 


Bushels. 


Bushels. 


Oaf s , . 


216 


2,427 


11.24 


Barley (mailing) . . 


589 


3,312 


5.62 


Barley (other) . . 


76 


496 


6.53 






Tons. 


Tons 


Potatoes, English . . 


. . . 6,127 


8,878 


1.45 


Potatoes, sweet 


. . 1,157 


3,900 


3.37 




Harvesting Wheat in the Warwick District, Darling Downs, 
South Queensland. 

It should be noted, with respect to the crops shown in 
the above table, that a much larger acreage was sown than 
appears in this table. For instance, the area of oats for 
grain was only 216 acres, but 1,344 acres were mown for 
hay, and 46,083 acres cut for green fodder, or a total of 47,643 
acres. The area under lucerne (alfalfa) was 83,043 acres, 
of which 33,505 acres were cut for hay, the yield therefrom 
being 82,685 tons; 49,538 acres were used as green fodder. 
The total area cut for hay of all kinds was 46,909 acres, 
the yield therefrom being 43,407 tons. 

Miscellaneous Crops. 

Cotton does well in most parts of Queensland, particu- 
larly in the Moreton and Central districts. During the past 
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few years this branch of agriculture has made great advance- 
ment; so much so, indeed, that it is now one of the principal 
crops raised. Cotton-growing has been fostered in every 
way by the State Government, inasmuch as it established 
a ginnery for the handling of the raw material, and also paid 




Crop of Kaffir Corn at Biggenden, Burnett District, North Coast Line. 

a fixed rate of 5id. per lb. for the raw cotton. With the 
erection of several ginneries in different parts of the State 
by a wealthy association, the Government has discontinued 
the ginning of the raw cotton for the growers. There is, 
however, a proposal on foot whereby the cotton-growlers are 
negotiating for the acquisition of the various ginneries, and 
carrying them on as co-operative concerns. Under the 
provisions of "The Cotton Industry Act of 1923," the prices 
guaranteed to growers of annual seed cotton are as 
follows:— For A and B grade, 5%d. per lb.; C grade, 5d. 
per lb.; D grade, 41d. per lb.; E grade, 41d. per lb.; F grade, 
4d. per lb.; G grade, 3 id. per lb. For immature and spotted 
grades— IX, 4fd. per lb.; 2X, 4Jd. per lb.; 2X, 3id. per lb. 
The foregoing prices remain in force until 31st July, 1925. 
At the present time there is a boom in cotton cultivation. The 
cotton crop yields on an average 1,000 lb. per acre, and this, 
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Crop of Canary Grass, near Roma, Maranoa District, 
South-Western Queensland. 




One and a-half Miles of Irrigation Fluming on Fairymead Sugar 
Plantation, near Bmidaberg, Burnett District, North Coast Line. 

at 5|d. per lb., is worth £22 18s. 4d. The quantity of 
unginned cotton produced in 1923 was 12,543,770 ib. from an 
area of 74,524 acres. 

Tobacco is chiefly grown in the Texas district, although 
considerable progress is being made around Bowen with 
cigar leaf. The total quantity of dried leaf produced in 1923 
was 211,266 lb. from 276 acres. Texas (South Queensland) 
produced 158,923 lb. and Inglewood 44,218 lb. of pipe leaf, and 
Bowen (North Queensland) 4,417 lb., Proserpine (North 
Queensland) 370 lb., and Townsville (North Queensland) 
1,020 lb. of cigar leaf. 
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1. Inkerman Mill, Carstairs, near Home Hill, Ayr District, N.Q. 

2. Victoria Mill, Ingham, North Queensland. 

3. Mossman Central Mill, North Queensland. 

4. Colonial Sugar Refining Co.'s Refinery, New Farm, Brisbane, S. 
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Coffee, ginger, rubber, sisal hemp, ramie, broom millet, 
and arrowroot are also successfully grown in various parts 
of the State, and only require more attention to become 
important industries. The coffee production totalled 15,034 
lb., the area under the crop being 19 acres. 




= — - - - j 

Carting Wheat, near Warwick, Darling Downs, South Queensland. 

Other crops worthy of notice include: — Pumpkins and 
melons, 4,795 acres, 9,563 tons; broom millet, 457 acres, 
173,041 lb. of straw. 

DAIRYING. 

Queensland bids fair to be one of the greatest dairying 
countries in the world. The progress of this industry during 
the last few years is wonderful. The principal dairying 
districts are Moreton, Darling Downs, Wide Bay and Burnett, 
and Port Curtis. The Cairns hinterland is rapidly coming 
to the front, and in the course of a few years will be one of 
the principal dairying centres of the Commonwealth. The 
Quantity of milk obtained in 1923 was 104,2,03,877 gallons. 
There were 22,019 dairying establishments, 48 butter factories 
in operation; 76 factories are engaged in the manufacture 
of cheese, and three in the manufacture of condensed milk. 
The dairy herds numbered 512,529, of which 357,203 were 
in milk. 
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The total value of the dairying industry in 1923 was 
£3,971,336. These figures show the values of butter, cheese, 
and condensed milk only. 




Dairy Cattle and Horses on Emu Creek, Warivick District, Darling Downs, 

South Queensland. 

Butter. 

There were 40,659,634 lb. of butter manufactured. Of 
this quantity 16,657,633 lb. was exported oversea during 
1923-24, and was valued at £1,131,481; an average of Is. 4M. 
per lb. (No official information is obtainable in regard to 
butter exported to the different States of the Common- 
wealth.) Queensland butter is now in the front rank with 
regard to quality, and therefore commands top prices in the 
home markets. This is no doubt due to the stringent 
enforcement of the system of Government inspection and 
grading rendered obligatory by the Dairy Act. The average 
price obtained for Queensland butter in the London market 
for 1923-24 was Is. 4'd. per lb., while in Queensland the 
average price was about Is. 8d. The total value of: the butter 
produced was £3,355,925. The Government Cold Stores at 
Hamilton (Brisbane) are now approaching completion. 
(Greatest butter production (1921), 60,923,194 lb.) 

P 



78 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



Cheese. 

The cheese production in 1923 totalled 7,221,355 lb., the 
greater quantity of which came from the Darling Downs. 
The cheese is of excellent quality, and commands a ready 
market. In 1923-24, 2,735,376 lb. of cheese were exported 




Dairy Cattle on Widgee Creek, near Gympie, Wide Bay District, 

North Coast Line. 

oversea, valued at £96,595, the average price obtained in 

the London market being 8£d. per lb.; while in Queensland 

the average price was Hid. per lb. The total value of the 

year's production was £343.446. ( Greatest cheese production 

(1921), 15,200,527 lb.) 

Condensed Milk. 

There were 2,181,379 gallons of milk sent to condensed 
milk factories during 1923. From this quantity 8,131,648 lb. 
of preserved milk were obtained. This gives about 1 lb. of 
preserved milk per quart of the milk as it comes from the 
cow. The trade in condensed milk has made rapid progress 
during the last few years. The value of this article exported 
oversea in 1904 was £753, whereas the value in 1923 was 
£13,287, the quantity shipped being 267,364 lb. The total 
value of the output of the State was £271,965. The bulk of 
this dairy product was exported to the Southern States of the 
Commonwealth. The Queensland condensed milk is equal 
in quality to any produced in the world. (Greatest condense 1 
milk production (1921), 15,168,652 lb.) 
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PIGS. 

An industry closely allied to the dairying industry is that 
of pig-raising. The number of swine in Queensland at the 
end of 1923 was 132,243. The number slaughtered during 
that year was 200,234 (exclusive of 59,695 slaughtered by 
butchers), and from these 16,219,969 lb. of ham and bacon, 
353.312 lb. of pork, and 188,611 lb. of salted and preserved 
pork were obtained. The last-named pork does not include 
5,081,216 lb. of butchers' pork. Total value of products from 
the six bacon factories was £811,840 (inclusive of by-products 
and farmers' bacon and hams). (Greatest production of 
bacon and hams (1918), 16,476,480 lb.) 

ENCOURAGEMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND DAIRYING. 

The Government assist in many ways to further the 
interests of agriculture and dairying. In several districts 
State farms, numbering rive, have been established, which 
have proved beneficial to the State in general and the district 
in which they are situated in particular. These State farms 
are situated at Hermitage, near Warwick (Darling Downs), 
Roma (South-western Queensland), Gindie, near Emerald 
(Central Queensland), Warren, near Rockhampton (Central 
Queensland), and Kairi, near Atherton (Northern Queens- 
land). Experiments are made in fertilisers, etc., and the 
methods most suited to surrounding conditions are indicated. 
In addition to these State farms, there is the Gatton Agricul- 
tural College, also under State control, where scientific farm- 
ing and dairying are taught at reasonable charges. Stud 
stock are kept at the college, and dairymen and others in 
search of first-class stock of all kinds can be supplied on the 
most favourable terms. Experiment stations are also estab- 
lished at Bundaberg (North Coast Line), Mackay (North 
Queensland), on the South Johnstone River (North Queens- 
land), and Gordonvale (North Queensland), in connection 
with the cultivation of the best varieties of sugar-cane and 
making investigations in regard to the eradication of pests. 

An efficient system of dairy inspection is also carried out 
by Government officials, and this has helped, in no small 
degree, to place dairying on a sound basis. 

Experiments in connection with the treatment and 
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prevention of the outbreak of diseases in stock are pursued 
at the State Stock Experiment Station at Yeerongpilly, on 
the South Coast Line. 

The Government has established a fairly extensive irri- 
gation scheme on the Inkerman rep nr chased lands in the 
Bowen-Lower Burdekin districts (North Queensland). The 
Dawson River water conservation and land settlement 
scheme promises to be one of the biggest schemes of its 
kind in the Commonwealth, and should be the means of 
causing close settlement in the area referred to. Several 
hundreds of thousands of acres of first-class agricultural 
land will be brought under the scheme, and will be made 
available in small areas to experienced agriculturists at a 
very small annual rental per acre. A township and experi- 
mental farm has been established by the Government at 
the terminus of the railway line now under construction. 




Orange Grove at Mapleton, North Coast Line. 



FIU'ITS OF QUEENSLAND 

Queensland is a great fruit-producing country. It can 
produce all the cultivated fruits of the world. This may 
sound a strong assertion. But a country containing 
429,120,000 acres has necessarily an immense range of soil 
and climate. 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



81 




Cowley's Orchard at Ballandcan, Stanihorpe District, South Queensland. 



In 1923 there were 26,983 acres under fruit, and the yield 
therefrom was valued at £1,184,246. 

There are three distinct belts of fruit-growing country: — 

1st— The eastern seaboard and the land adjacent to it, 
suitable for the growing of tropical and semi-tropical fruits. 




Crop of Grapes, Roma, Maranoa District, South-Western Queensland. 
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2nd. — The coastal tableland, suitable for the growth of 
deciduous fruits, vines, olives, and citrus fruits in parts. 

3rd. — The central tableland, suitable for the growth of 
grapes (for table and drying), dates, citrus fruits, etc., but 
requiring water, for irrigation to produce profitably. 




Banana Grove, Budcrim Mountain, North Coast Line. 



Bananas. 

Bananas grow profitably all along the coast from Bris- 
bane to the Par North. The largest quantity of this fruit is 
grown in the North at Mourilyan, on the Johnstone and Tully 
Rivers, around Cairns, and in the South on the Maroochy 
River, Blackall Range, Pialba, Currumbin, etc. In 1923 the 
area under banana cultivation was 11,668 acres, from whicl 





CO-OPERATIVE BUTTER FACTORIES IN SOUTH QUEENSLAND. 

1. Warwick. 2. Toowoomba. 3. Roma. 4. Miles. 5. Clifton. 
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1,953,761 bunches were obtained, or an average of 192 bunches 
per acre. This crop yields a profit of from £30 to £50 per 
acre annually after the third year. The quantity of bananas 
exported to the Southern States of the Commonwealth up to 
the 30th June, 1924, was 481,686 bunches. 




Apple-tree in Fruit, Stanthorpe District, Darling Downs, 
South Queensland. 

Grapes. 

The quantity of grapes gathered in the State during the 
1923 season, from 989 acres of vines, totalled 3,073,600 lb 
The largest crop was obtained in the Darling Downs district 
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which supplied 1,469,365 lb. of the total quantity, the yield 
from the Maranoa district being 706,074 lb. The Moreton 
district produced 689,577 lb., and the Wide Bay district 
85,999 lb. The cultivation of grapes is almost entirely 
confined to Southern Queensland. 

During 1923, 57 makers produced 37,242 gallons of wine, 
and 640 gallons of distilled spirit. Although the quantity 
of wine is small, there is great opportunity for expansion, 
as the grape flourishes in the southern portion of the State. 




Mango-tree in Brisbane, South Queensland. 



Pineapples. 

Pineapples flourish in all the coastal districts of the 
State. In 1923 the production of this fruit was 982,418 dozen 
from 3,925 acres; an average of 246 dozen to each acre. A 
considerable business is now being done in preserving and 
pulping pineapples, the quantity treated in this way in 1923 
being 5,851,919 lb. The quantity of pineapples exported to 
the other States of the Commonwealth to 30th June, 1924, 
totalled 209.354 cases. An acre of pineapples will return a 
profit of from £30 to £50 annually. 




Papaw-tree in Brisbane, South Queensland. 
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Oranges. 

In 1923, 220,337 bushels of oranges were gathered from 
2,499 acres. The total area under this crop was 3,893 acres. 
Queensland oranges ripen earlier than those in the Southern 
States, and consequently rind a ready market. Up to the 
30th June, 1924, 12,507 cases of citrus fruits were exported 
to the Southern States of the Commonwealth. 




Orange Grove at Roma, Maranoa District, South-Western 

Queensland . 



Other Fruits. 

The following table shows the production of some of the 
fruits not already mentioned, but which do well in Queens- 
land:— 





Acres. 


Bushels. 




Acres. 


Dozen. 


Mangoes 


223 . 


. 65,567 


Papaws 


274 


. . 59,957 






Quarts. 


Cocoanuts . . 


682 


. 27,945 


Strawberries 


118 . 


. 115,958 
Bushels. 






Bushels. 


Apples 


2,161 . 


. 105,852 


Cherries . . 


14 


288 


Apricots 


79 . 


2,570 


Citrons 


1 


126 


Lemons 


302 . 


. 19,479 


Custard 






Passion Fruit 


113 . 


6,787 


Apples 


309 


. 20,312 


Peaches 


2,043 . 


. 96,614 


Figs 


18 


1,132 


Nectarines. . 


165 . 


7,328 


Persimmons 


15 


1,134 


Pears 


286 . 


7,408 








Plums 


1,047 . 


. 38,977 






lb. 


Quinces 


19 . 


502 


Peanuts 


210 


. . 167,873 
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Discharged Soldier's Home at Beerburrum, North Coast Line. 



Incidentally, it may be mentioned that the cultivation 
of peanuts is a very profitable undertaking. The approxi- 




Discharged Soldiers' Settlement at Pikedale, near Stanthorpe, 
Darling Downs, South Queensland. 



mate yield per acre is 1 ton, and the prices ruling for the 
crop range from 4d. to 9d. per lb., or a return of from 
£37 6s. 8d. to £84 per acre. 

In addition to the foregoing, there were 1,719 acres used 
as market gardens, the production of which was valued at 
£76,371. 
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DISCHARGED SOLDIERS' ORCHARD SETTLEMENTS. 

Under the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement Act, the 
Government has formed settlements at Beerburrum (North 
Coast Line) and Pikedale, near Stanthorpe (South Queens- 
land), where groups of discharged soldiers are profitably 
engaged in fruit-growing, etc. 

STATE CANNING WORKS. 

The State Canning Works at Bulimba (Brisbane) are 
modernly equipped, and pineapples and other fruits and 
vegetables are canned, as well as the manufacture of pickles, 
sauces, etc. 




State Canning Works, Bulimba, Brisbane, South Queensland. 



VEGETABLE GROWING. 

In 1923, there were 5,117 acres under vegetables, the total 
value of the production being £328,950. The principal crops 
were as follows: — Cabbages and cauliflowers, 1,057 acres, 
230,120 dozen; cucumbers, 311 acres, 120,051 dozen; tomatoes, 
2,579 acres, 220,628 bushels; green beans, 499 acres, 35,761 
bushels; green peas, 386 acres, 24,075 bushels. Up to the 
end of June, 1924, 135,872 cases of tomatoes were exported 
to the Southern States of the Commonwealth. 

THE TIMBERS OF QUEENSLAND. 

Queensland possesses a very wide range of useful 
timbers, both in hard woods and soft woods. The Darling 
Downs, Wide Bay, Logan and Albert districts, and the Cairns 
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hinterland are exceptionally rich in marketable timbers. 
During 1923 there were 257 sawmills at work in various 
parts of the State., and these gave employment to 4,452 hands. 
The value of the plant, land, and premises was £2,713,853. 




Load of Pine Logs at Croliamhurst, South Queensland. 

There are six State sawmills, located at the following 
places: — Brisbane, Taromeo (Brisbane Valley line), Imbil 
(Mary Valley line), Injune (Roma district), Birimgan (Blair 
Athol district), and Silkwood (North Queensland). 

The quantity of timber treated by the various Queens- 
land sawmills was as under: — 

Super ft. 

Cedar (value, £11,879) .. .. ... .. .. 350,290 

Hardwood (value, £789,124) . . . . . . . . . 47,847,629 

Pine (value, £1,375,838) . . . . . . . . . . 78,957,995 

♦Other timbers (value, £296,386) . . . . . . . . 14,515,784 

Number of sleepers (value, £135,099) . . . . . . 712,539 

Mouldings, &c. (value, £105,527) . . . . . . . . — 



* Other timbers include : — Red beech, maple, or silkwood, 5,335,853 
superficial feet ; silky oak, 1,485,979 superficial feet ; oak, 3,733,60:: 
superficial feet. 
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1. Butter Factory at Murgon, Burnett District, North Coast Line. 

2. Cheese Factory at Greenmount, Darling Downs, South Queensland. 

3. Cheese Factory at Camoooya, Darling Doivns, South Queensland. 

4. Nestle and Anglo-Swiss Co/s Condensed Milk Factory at 

Toogoolawah, Brisbane Valley Live, South Queensland. 
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The following is the output of Crown timber during 
the year 1923-24 :— Kauri pine, 2,615,060 super, feet; cypress 
pine, 2,261,706 super, feet; hoop and bunya pine (logs and 
tops), 44,512,655 super, feet; milling hardwood, 8,276,444 
super, feet; other mill timbers, 3,500,308 super, feet; head- 
stocks, transoms, &c, 342,741 super, feet; mining and 
miscellaneous, 84,345 lineal feet; miscellaneous, 22,885 




Log Timber at Kulara Railway Station (Atherton Tableland, 
North Queensland). 

super, feet; sleepers, 304 5 ,071 pieces; piles, girders, &c, 
143,520 lineal feet; telegraph poles and house blocks, 285,221 
lineal feet; posts, rails, and palings, 232,813 pieces; fuel, 
82,589 tons; sandalwood, 135 tons; mangrove bark, 44 tons. 

Note. — The figures in the foregoing paragraph only refer to timber 
on which royalty had been paid to the Crown. Considerable quantities 
of other timber were also cut from private lands, of which at present 
no official cognisance is taken. 

The timber industry in 1923 was valued at, approxi- 
mately, £5,000,000. 

Most Useful Timbers. 

The following list will show the most useful timbers in 
the State and the purposes for which they are suited: — 

Cabinet, Furniture, and Joinery Work: Silky oak, red 
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and white cedar, beantree, crow's foot elm, hoop, bunya, 
and kauri pine, bally gum, red beech, mahogany, penda, 
rosewood, pencil cedar, walnut, maple, and yellow-wood. 

Chairmaking: Crow's foot elm (for bentwood chairs). 

Carving: Bally gum, beech, quandong, silky oak, red 
cedar, and rosewood. 

Engraving: Ivory wood. 

Tool Handles: Crow's foot elm, yellow-wood, and spotted 

gum. 




State Sawmills, Brisbane, SoutJi Queensland. 



Wheelwright's Work: Crow's foot elm, yellow-wood, iron- 
bark, spotted gum, and blue gum (for naves and felloes). 

Buggy Shafts: Crow's foot elm and yellow-wood. 

Packing Cases: Hoop and bunya pine. 

Spars: Bunya pine. 

Sheaves for Blocks: Myall and sandalwood. 

Oars: Caloon or quandong, blue fig. 

Staves: Silky oak, bally gum, hoop and bunya pine, 
yellow-wood, beefwood, cudgerie, &c. 
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Building Hardwoods: Ironbark, spotted gum, blue gum 
tallow-wood, red and white stringy-bark, crow's ash, black- 
butt, Johnstone River hardwood, penda, &c. 

Turnery Purposes: Gidya, myall, rosewood, tulipwood, 
red cedar, beech, pine (hoop and bunya), crow's foot elni, 
brigalow, sandalwood, beefwood, light and dark yellow- 
wood, silky oak, pear tree, thready-barked oak, quinine 
tree, &c. 

Soft Woods: Hoop, bunya, and kauri pine, beech, cedar, 
bally gum, red beech, cudgerie, caloon or quandong, and 
silky oak. 

Veranda Floors: Crow's ash, beech, yellow-wood, 
tallow-wood, ironbark, red and white stringy-bark, black- 
butt, &c. 

Piles: (Unsheathed, with bark on) Cypress pine, swamp 
mahogany, turpentine, and tea-tree; (Sheathed) Ironbark. 

House Stumps and Underground Work: Cypress pine, 
crow's ash (both ant-proof), bloodwood, ironbark, tallow- 
wood, &c. 

The following table will show the portions of the State 
in which the timbers mentioned are most plentiful: — 



Timber. 


District 


Acacia cedar 


N. 


Bally gum 


N. 


Beantree 


N. 


Beech 


N. and S 


Blackbutt 


S. 


Blue gum 


N. and S 


Bunya pine 


S. 


Cadaga 


N. 


Caloon or Quandong . . 


N. 


Crow's ash 


N. and S 


Crowsfoot elm 


N. 


Cudgerie 


S. 


Cypress pine 


S. 


Deadfinish 


N. 


Grey gum 


S. 


Hickory 


N. 


Hoop pine 


S. 


Ironbark 


S. 


Johnstone River hard- 




wood 


N. 


Kauri pine (Cairns) 


N. 


Mahogany 


N. 



Timber. 


District. 


Marara 


S. 


Milkwood 


N. 


Oaks (red, white, 




brown, bull) 


N. 


Pencil cedar 


S. 


Pencil cedar (Cairns) 


N. 


Penda 


N. 


Red beech, silkwood, or 




maple 


N. 


Red cedar 


N. and S. 


Red stringy-bark 


N.and S. 


Rosewood 


S. 


She pine 


S. 


Silky oak 


N. 


Spotted gum 


S. 


Spurwood 


N. 


Tallow-wood 


S. 


Turpentine 


S. 


Walnut 


N. 


Water gum 


N. 


White cedar 


"N. 


Yellow-wood 


N. and S. 



S. denotes South Queensland ; N., North Queensland. 
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The mining industry is a very important one in Queens- 
land. Up to the end of 1923 the value of all minerals 
produced in the State was £139,662,348. Of this amount the 
gold secured (19,910,320 fine oz.) was valued at £84,573,610. 




Crushing Ore at Gympic, Wide Bay District, North Coast Line. 



The following figures show the output and value of 

minerals, &c, for the year 1923: — 



Gold (88,726 fine oz.) . . . . . . £376,883 

Silver (469,302 oz.) 69,412 

Copper (6,242 tons) .. .. .. 430,746 

Tin (903 tons) 111,945 

Coal (1,060,662 tons) 925,227 

Arsenic (610 tons) . . . . . . 27,780 

Cobalt (217 tons) 43,449 

Limestone i 95,158 tons) . . . . . . 35,741 

Lead (5,487 tons) 147,233 

Opals . . . . . . . . . . 500 

Gems 23,309 

Other Minerals . . . . . . . . 5,557 



Total 



.£1,823,899 
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Gold. 

The area of proclaimed gold and mineral fields in 1923 
was 49,966,455 acres, and the number o£ fields was 87, 
scattered all over the State. 

The Charters Towers Field is one of the most important 
in the State, the value of the gold obtained there in 1923 
being £11,838. Since the date of discovery to the end of 
1923, Charters Towers has produced gold (6,670,827 fine oz.) 
and other minerals to the value of £28,361,870. Mount 
Morgan is also a very important field, but it must 
be remembered that Mount Morgan is practically only one 
mine. Some idea of this wonderful mine may be gathered 
from a few figures. The gold, copper, &c, won to date, 
was valued at fully £27,000,00,0. It has paid from 1st July, 
1886, to date, dividends aggregating £9,229,167. Gympie is 
another important goldfield, its return being the third 
largest in the State. The value of the gold won on this 
field to date is £14,337,014. Other goldfields of note are: 
Ravenswood, Etheridge, and Woolgar, Rockhampton district, 
Croydon, Clermont, and Gladstone. The total quantity of 
gold won to date is 19,910,320 fine oz., valued at £84,573,610. 

In 1923 the number of miners employed in gold-mining 

was 6i03. 

Copper. 

Copper is now an important item in Queensland mining. 
During 1923 there was considerable development, more 
particularly at Many Peaks, Mount Morgan, and other mines 
in the Central district, and in the Herberton, Chillagoe, and 
Cloncurry districts of North Queensland. The total value 
of ore obtained in the State in 1923 was £430,746, and it 
may be reasonably anticipated that this amount will largely 
increase in the immediate future. State batteries have been 
established at Bamford and Kidston, North Queensland, and 
the Government has also acquired the Chillagoe mines and 
smelting works and Irvinebank treatment works in North 
Queensland. 

Coal. 

The output of coal in Queensland has been steadily 
increasing, the value of the product of 1923 being £925,227. 
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The total number of collieries contributing appreciably to 

the output of 1,060,662 tons was fifty-five, the number of 
miners employed being 2,662. 

The principal coalfields in the State are situated in the 
following districts, namely: — Ipswich, Darling Downs, Wide 
Bay and Maryborough, Blair Athol, and Dawson Valley. In 
point of output the Ipswich district ranks easily first. A 
considerable portion of the coal produced is shipped as 
bunker coal on the coastal steamships. There are three 
State coal mines — Collinsville, near Bowen (North Queens- 
land) ; Styx River, near Marlborough (Central Queensland); 
and Baralaba (Central Queensland). 

Other Minerals, &c. 

In addition to tin, silver, &c, the value of the produc- 
tion of which, for 1923, Is given elsewhere, the following- 
minerals were produced in the same year (the value of each 
is given in parentheses) : — Marble, 131 tons (£964) ; fireclay, 
7,399 tons (£1,942); ironstone, 200 tons (£150). At the Darra 
works (Brisbane district) Portland cement of first-class 
quality is produced. 

Gems and opals to the value of £23,809 were also 
unearthed. These were found in the undermentioned 
localities: Pearls, Thursday Island (North Queensland); 
opals, in the north-west and south-western districts; black 
opals and sapphires, on the South Queensland border; 
topazes, in the Central and Southern districts; diamonds, 
in the Southern border district; peridots and olivines, in 
the Southern district west of Brisbane; tourmalines, in the 
North Coast district; cairngorms, rubies, sapphires, 
turquoises, zircons, in the Central and Southern districts; 
amethysts, rubies, garnets, inland from the coast of North 
Queensland; agates, beryls, aquamarines, lazulite, malachite, 
in the Western districts of North Queensland; almadines, 
in the Gulf country (North Queensland). 

At Jibbinbar, near Stanthorpe (South Queenland), plant 
and machinery have been installed by the Government for the 
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purpose of treating the large deposits of arsenical ores in the 
district. The mine has been in full swing for some years 
past. 

FISHEKIES. 

A great variety of fish abound in Queensland waters. 
Amongst the most numerous varieties may be mentioned: 
Snapper, perch, rock cod, barramundi, sole, rifle, barracoota, 




The Rack Railway on the Mount Morgan Line, Central Queensland. 

tailor, mackerel, bream, bonito, dewfish, groper, mullet, 
herring, salmon, whiting, flathead, eels, and king. Trout has 
been introduced to some of the larger mountain streams on 
the Darling Downs and in the Cairns, Mareeba, and Herberton 
districts, and is doing well. The freshwater cod, dew, perch, 
bream, abounding in the larger rivers, are splendid table 
fish. 

According to official figures, the fishing industry in 1923 
was valued at £289,798. These figures do not give the real 
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value of the industry, as large quantities of fish are caught 
in different portions of the State of which no official 
cognisance is taken. 




^ — ^ ^ . 

State Butchery and Fish Shop, Victoria Place, Brisbane, 
South Queensland. 

Oysters are plentiful all along the coast, and turtles 
abound on the northern part of the eastern seaboard and 
on the Great Barrier Reef. 

The dugong, a mammal, is found along the coast. 
Dugong bacon is delicious, and the hide and oil are very 
valuable. 

The ceratodus, one of the three known species of fish 
having lungs, is found in several rivers in South Queens- 
land, particularly in the upper reaches of the Burnett River. 

Beche-de-mer (sea slug) fishing is carried on from 
Thursday Island to Mackay. One species of the slug is 
worth £250 per ton in China. The value of the 240 tons of 
beche-de-mer obtained in 1923 was £33,370. 
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Pearl-fishing is the most valuable item in Queensland 
fisheries. The headquarters of this industry are at Thurs- 
day Island. 




Ceratodus and Fresh-water Mullet, caught in the Burnett River, near 
Gin Gin, Burnett District, South Queensland. 



The quantity of pearl-shell obtained for the year 1923 
totalled 847 tons, and was valued at £103,640; tortoise-shell, 
8 cwt., valued at £578; trochus-shell, 371 tons, valued at 
£13,600. 
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The number engaged in the pearl-shell and beche-de-mer 
fishing industry was 1,304 men, with 153 boats. 

The output of oysters for the same period was 15,521 
bags, valued at £37,448. There were 126 men and 97 boats 
engaged in the oyster trade. 

The total quantity of fishes, &c, caught in and around 
Brisbane, and submitted for sale by the Fishermen's 
Co-operative Company, Limited, and inspected by the Health 
Authorities at the State Fish Markets during the year ended 
30th June, 1924, was as follows: — 

Fish — 3,356,360 lb., valued at • • £53,551 10 7 

Crabs— 15,005 1,519 2 4 

Sand Crabs — 251 4 5 2 

Turtles — 27 16 16 2 

Prawns — 60 quarts . . . . . • 1 10 

Oysters — 35 bags . . • • • • 26 5 5 

Total value . . • • • • £55,119 9 8 





State Fish Shops have been established in South Bris- 
bane (near Victoria Bridge), Roma Street (City), and 
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Brunswick Street (Fortitude Valley), Ipswich, and 
Toowoomba. There is a receiving depot at Wynnum (South 
Coast Line). 

During the year under review 2,430 tons of fish were 
caught in the State, and were valued at £101,162. The total 
number engaged in the fishing industry in the State was 
1,249 men and 669 boats. 

The following varieties of fishes, &c, abound in the 
sea and tidal rivers and creeks in and around Brisbane: — 
Whiting, mullet, bream, black fish, butter fish, snapper, 
squire, Johnny Dory, flathead, garfish, trevally, groper, 
turtles, crabs, mackerel, rock cod, blue cod, parrot, king, 
emperor, sweetlips, trumpeter, perch, dew fish (or jew 
fish), darts. 

POULTRY. 

Conditions are admirably adapted for poultry farming 
on a large scale in Queensland. At present this industry is 
only in its infancy, but there is likely to be considerable 
expansion in the near future. In 1923 official returns show 
that there were on the different farms in the State 776,996 
fowls, 21,i025 ducks, 4,967 geese, 10,898 turkeys, and 2,313 
other breeds of the feathered tribe. The production of eggs 
for the year from these farms w r as 3,084,500 dozen, valued 
at £224,911. Poultry killed or sold alive totalled £226,007. 
It is as well to mention that the foregoing figures do not 
include the production of a large number of individuals in 
the cities and country towns who also raise poultry for 
market. Total value of poultry and eggs, £364,681, 

The breeding of pure-bred poultry is carried on at the 
State Agricultural College at Gatton (South Queensland), 
where egg-laying competitions are conducted periodically. 

Poultry farms are being established by the Government 
for discharged soldiers in different portions of the State 
under the provisions of the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement 
Act. Two of these farms are now in full swing at Mount 
Gravatt and Enoggera, near Brisbane. 
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APICULTUKE. 

This is another very important adjunct to farming, and 
there are great possibilities for its expansion in Queensland 
In 1923 there were 15,116 hives (including 4,328 non-produc- 
tive), which produced 505,346 lb. of honey and 7,405 lb. of 
beeswax. The quality of the honey is excellent, and com- 
mands a ready sale at a remunerative price. As a matter 
of fact, there is an unlimited market, both locally and 
abroad. 

M A1YUF AC TUBE S. 

In addition to the industries already mentioned, the 
manufactories of the State are making rapid progress, the 
total value of their production in 1923 aggregating 
£38,867,603. (In 1921, the output was valued at £40,334,298.) 
Evidence of the remarkable expansion in this branch of 
industry is exemplified by the fact that the values of the 
manufactures have increased by £15,178,814 since 1913. Some 
of the principal items were as under: — 



Arrowroot 

Bread, biscuits, cakes, &C. 

Flour and meal 

Bran and pollard 

Jam and preserved fruit 

Pickles, condiments, &c. . . 

Aerated waters and cordials 

Beer made 

Spirits distilled 

Wine made 

Boots, shoes, and slippers 
Clothing, underclothing, &c. 
Bricks made 

Metal works and machinery 
Pottery, &c. 



340,760 lb. 
25,219,291 lb. 
54,583 tons 
2,301,587 bus. 
11,115,183 lb. 
■ £76,547 
£373,007 
6,843,125 gal. 
844,357 gal. 

37,242 gal. 
825, 'J 32 pairs 
£2,032,998 
18,069,551 
£3,161,668 
£71,009 



EDUCATION. 

Primary education is free and compulsory. For many 
years it was secular, but the Bible in State Schools Act, 
passed through Parliament in 1910, provides for the reading 
of selected passages of Scripture for such pupils as wish to 
take advantage of the provisions of the Act, and permits 
clergymen of the various denominations to give religious 
instruction in school hours, the time per week being limited 
to one hour. 
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There were 1,659 State primary schools in the State at the 
en d of 1923. The aggregate number of pupils was 152,578, and 
the number of State school teachers was 4,129. In the far 
distant and sparsely populated districts, fifteen travelling 
teachers make periodic visits to the homes of settlers, and 
arrange for the education of the children. Half-time schools 
are also established on many of the cattle and sheep stations 
of the State, while, in other sparsely settled localities, 
classes are conducted on Saturdays by the nearest available 
teachers. For the benefit of families outside the areas visited 
by itinerant teachers, tuition by correspondence in primary 
subjects is carried out weekly by a staff of qualified teachers 
in Brisbane. 




State School at Windsor, Brisbane, South Queensland. 



There were also 179 private and denominational schools 

in 1923. 

In addition to the scholastic institutions already referred 
to, there are also 10 Grammar Schools for boys and girls in 
the principal cities, a University in Brisbane, 17 Technical 
Colleges (with 50 branches in smaller towns), including a 
School of Mines at Charters Towers (North Queensland), and 
State High Schools in Gatton, Warwick, Toowoomba, Dalby, 
Roma, Gympie, Bundaberg, Rockhampton, Mount Morgan, 
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Mackay, Townsville, and Charters Towers. At some of th 
largest State Primary Schools there are Secondary Depart* 
ments, in which senior pupils are prepared for the University 
Junior Public Examination. } 

In Brisbane and at Ipswich, where secondary industries 
most nourish, trade classes and apprentice classes in conned 
tion with the Technical Colleges have been established, with 
the object of providing elementary manual training for' boys 
who desire to enter into trades, such as engineering, plumb' 
ing, carpentry, electrical works, &c. For the girls, there are 
Domestic Science courses, embracing household manage- 




State School, East Brisbane, South Queensland. 



ment, cookery, laundry work, dressmaking, millinery, &c. 
Entrance to these vocational classes is obtained by passing a 
qualifying examination based on the work prescribed for 
Senior Primary School pupils. Special vocational classes 
for boys and girls are also held in a number of country 
Primary Schools, where instruction is given in manual work, 
domestic science, and elementary commercial work. 

The scope of Technical Instruction is being steadily 
widened. Besides the well-equipped Central Technical 
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Brisbane -to-Sydney Mail Train. 
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College in Brisbane, there are in all the more populous 
provincial towns Technical Schools, the majority of which 
are conducted under the direct control of the Department 
of Public Instruction on lines similar to those adopted in 
the metropolitan centre. 

State High Schools are established in the larger towns 
which do not possess a Grammar School — the latter at 
present are under local direction while the former are 
founded, administered, and maintained by the State Depart- 
ment The curriculum in both classes of secondary schools 
aims at meeting the requirements of the University Public 
Examinations (Junior and Senior), thus giving opportunity 
to deserving and capable boys and girls to proceed to the 
University. 

A qualifying examination for State scholarships is held 
annually, and a scholarship is awarded to each Primary 
School candidate who gains not less than 50 per cent, of the 
total number of marks. The scholarships entitle the holders 
to free education at a Grammar School established under 
the " Grammar Schools Act 1860 " or other Act of the 
Legislature, State High School, Technical School, or at any 
denominational or private secondary school approved by the 
Governor in Council, and are tenable during good behaviour 
and the pleasure of Parliament for a period of two and a-half 
years. The regulations also provide for the extension of the 
two and a-half year scholarships for a further two years if the 
holders secure an approved pass in the Queensland Univer- 
sity Junior Examination, and a further extension for one 
year if they secure an approved pass in the Senior Examina- 
tion. When the income of the parents or guardians of the 
winner of a scholarship does not exceed £208 per annum in 
the Southern Division, £214 in the Central Division, and £220 
in the Northern Division, or an amount equal to £40 per 
annum for each bona fide member of the family, an allowance 
is granted to each winner as follows: — (a) Four pounds (£4) 
per annum and free text books if the holder or a two and 
a-balf year and four and a-half year scholarship can live at 
home and attend the approved school; (b) Thirty pounds 
(£30) per annum if the holder of a two and a-half year and 
four and a-half year scholarship must live away from home 
to attend the approved school. These allowances are granted 
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during the currency of the scholarship, or such portion 
thereof as the income of the parents or guardians does not 
exceed the amount prescribed. 

All scholars from the secondary schools of the State are 
eligible for admission as students of the University per 
medium of a competitive Senior Public Examination for a 
number of scholarships provided by the Government 
annually. Candidates must not be less than 16 years of 




Creche, Kindergarten, and Playground, Paddington, Brisbane, 

South Queensland. 



age and not more than 21 years. The system of scholarships 
outlined thus provides opportunities for obtaining free 
education from the Kindergarten stage to the University. 

In all State schools attention is paid to the physical as 
well as the mental development of the scholars. Physical 
training for boys and girls is taught, and the boys also 
receive a training in elementary and military drill. Kinder- 
garten is taught in many of the schools, and a Model Infant 
School has been established at Kangaroo Point (Brisbane) 
for the training of kindergarten teachers. 

The scholars are periodically examined medically by 
specially qualified doctors and by dentists, the latter giving 
free treatment to pupils, as well as to those (whose parents' 
incomes are limited) at the Brisbane Dental Hospital. 

H 
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Horticulture, arboriculture, elementary agriculture, milk 
and cream testing, and domestic science for girls are 
encouraged by the Department of Public Instruction. 

Rural Schools have been established at Boonah and 
Marburg (South Queensland), Nambour (North Coast Line), 
and Home Hill (North Queensland), where training in manual 
arts specially required in an agricultural and fruit-growing 
district, is given to the older boys, and in housewifery to the 
girls. 

The expenditure on education, buildings, &c, in 1923 
totalled £1,410,798. 

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL. 
Constitution. 

Queensland has, as the head of its Constitution, a 
Governor, representing the King, and appointed by the 
Crown. Originally, there were two Houses of Parliament— 
the Legislative Council, or Upper House; and the Legislative 
Assembly, or Lower House. The Legislative Council 
consisting of about sixty members, who were appointed by 
the Crown for life, was abolished some time ago. The 
Legislative Assembly consists of seventy-two members, who 
are elected triennially on an adult franchise. It is 
interesting to note that the women take a keener interest in 
politics since they were granted the right to vote at 
parliamentary elections. 

On the 30th June, 1924, the revenue of the State totalled 
£13,428,039; expenditure, £13,415,332. There were 375,,025 
depositors in the Commonwealth Savings Bank, the deposits 
aggregating £20,410,364, the average amount to the credit of 
the depositors being £54 8s. 6d. The Commonwealth Savings 
Banks (including branches and agencies) number 630. 

Social. 

Although the population of Queensland is small, great 
interest is taken in social matters. Music and the drama are 
popular in all parts of the State. Annual musical festivals 
(competitive) are held in various parts of the State, and the 
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performance of some of the large choirs at these 'compe- 
titions would do credit to some of the festivals in older 
countries. 

The climate is naturally favourable for all kinds of 
outdoor sports. Cricket, football, racing, yachting, tennis, 
lacrosse, golf, polo, coursing, and many other sports are 
well supported by the younger generation in every centre, 
while nearly every town of any importance has its bowling- 
green, where the older generation can spend their leisure 
time in sport requiring less exertion. 

There is no State church in Queensland, but nearly all 
the larger denominations found in Great Britain and America 
are represented. 

Masonic Lodges. 

The Masonic lodges in Queensland are numerous and 
nourishing. They comprise lodges under the United Grand 
Lodge of Ancient and Accepted Masons of Queensland. 

Friendly Societies. 

There are many friendly societies in Queensland, with 
branches throughout the State. There are: The Manchester 
Unity I.O.O.P., Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of 
Australasia in Queensland, Hibernian Australasian Catholic 
Benefit Society, Ancient Order of Foresters, United Ancient 
Order of Druids, Grand United Order of Oddfellows, 
Independent Order of Oddfellows, Independent Order of 
Rechabites— Salford Unity — Benefit Society, Australian 
Natives' Association, and the Loyal Orange Institution of 
Queensland. There are also several temperance societies, 
each having numerous branches. 

TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

The total value of the oversea trade and commerce 
of Queensland in 1923-24 was as follows: — Imports, 
£11,607,996;, exports, £14,628,305; total, £26,236,301. Oversea, 
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interstate, and coastal shipping — Inwards: No. of steamers 
4,179; tonnage, 7,252,820. Outwards: No. of steamers, 4,184; 
tonnage, 7,236,367. In 1921-22, the oversea imports amounted 
to £8,639,446, and the oversea exports to £17,573,1,03, or a 
total of £26,212,549. 

The amount expended on the Brisbane River to 30th 
June, 1924, totalled £75,815, and about £250,000 were spent 
on improvements in the other harbours and rivers of the 
State. 

Note. — Interstate transactions in connection with the imports 
and exports of Queensland are not available for publication since the 
abolition of the Braddon clause in 1910. The above figures do not, 
consequently, show the total trade and commerce of this State for 
1923-24. Were the complete statistics available, it is reasonable to 
assume that the value of the imports and exports would be, at least, 
doubled. 

The information referring to the shipping of the State was obtained 
from the Customs authorities. 

THE E AIL WAYS OF QUEENSLAND. 

Evidence of Queensland's progress may be found in the 
fact that the State had 6,102 miles of Government railways 
open for traffic to 31st December, 1924. There are, in 
addition, 134 miles of railways owned by public bodies open 
for public traffic. The railway system of Queensland, aggre- 
gating 6,236 miles, is the longest in the Commonwealth. 
There are 30 miles of 2-feet gauge tramways in the Innisfail 
district owned by the Government included in the total. 
There are many hundreds of miles of 2-feet gauge tramways 
owned by the mills in the sugar-growing areas; in addition 
to private branch lines in many of the mining districts. 
No country in the world with such a small population can 
show such a mileage. The railways are built and owned 
by the State. There are 381 miles of railway under con- 
struction, and the construction of an additional 1,165 miles 
of line has been approved by Parliament. 

The railways under construction include the Great 
Western Railway, and involves the building of 1,282 miles of 
line and the linking-up of all existing Western lines. When 
completed, through communication from Brisbane to Camoo- 
weal, on the border of the Northern Territory (a total 




FOUR BRISBANE SCENES. 

1. Shipping at Circular Quay. 

2. Wharves and Warehouses at New Farm. 

3. South Brisbane Reach and Wharves. 

4. Victoria Bridge and Milton Reach. 
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distance of 1,335 miles), will be established. The Great 
North Coast Railway gives a continuous line from Brisbane 
to Cairns, 1,040 miles in length. 

In addition to the abovementioned lines, several are 
being laid into agricultural districts. 

The total cost of the lines under construction, and 
approved, will amount to many millions of pounds sterling. 




Interior of Railway Workshops, Ipswich, South Queensland. 



A large sum of money is also being spent on the 
reorganisation of traffic and accommodation scheme at Roma 
Street and Mayne Junction. 

For the year ended 3,0th June, 1924, the gross earnings 
of the State railways totalled £5,714,036; gross expenditure, 
£4,990,749. 

The general policy of the Government is to connect the 
agricultural and dairying lands of the State by rail with 
market towns, so that the settler can readily dispose of his 
produce. For this purpose branch lines are being built in 
almost every direction, thus further increasing the prosperity 
of the State. 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



115 



STATE PUBLIC CURATOR. 

The Public Curator is a State trustee, who has been 
intrusted by Parliament with unusual powers, and is in a 
position to considerably simplify legal processes and reduce 
legal and other charges to a minimum. He acts as trustee, 
executor, administrator, attorney, agent, guardian, &c., of 
all estates intrusted to his charge; efficiently and honestly 
manages all such estates, and pays high rates of interest 
on moneys belonging to all such estates. He has also power 
to prepare wills and powers of attorney free of charge, and 
to protect the interests of widows and children without 
delay, expense, and law costs; and also to apply the shares 
of infants' beneficiaries towards their maintenance and 
education. Furthermore, he can lend money on first 
mortgage of freehold land (town or country), at the lowest 
rates of interest, with liberal terms for the repayment of 
the principal. 

STATE INSURANCE. 

" The Workers' Compensation Act, 1916 to 1923," 
provides for compensation to workers injured by accident 
in the course of their employment as under: — (a) at death 
(provided the worker leaves any dependents wholly 
dependent upon his or her earnings at the time of his or 
her death) : three years' wages (minimum, £300, maximum, 
£600); (b) during total disablement: half wages (not 
exceeding £3 10s. per week — this includes an allowance of 
5s. per week for each child under 14 years of age — up to a 
maximum of £750), with various lump sums for specific 
injuries. This compensation is paid out of a national fund 
administered by the Insurance Commissioner appointed under 
" The Insurance Act of 1916," thus protecting the rights of 
the injured worker. Employers, for their own protection 
against possible liability, are compelled to insure their 
employees under the provisions of this Act. 

The State Government Insurance Office transacts life 
insurance on terms which compare very favourably with 
other offices carrying on life insurance business in Queens- 
land. It also undertakes accident and fire insurance at 
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the lowest rates. Marine business is also transacted. The 
profits of each department belong to the policy-holders, and 
all policies are guaranteed by the State Government. 

STATE BABY CLINICS. 

The Government has established four baby clinics in the 
suburbs of Brisbane, and one each at Ipswich, Toowoomba, 
Maryborough, Rockhampton, Townsville, and Cairns, at each 
of which there are two qualified nurses. The clinics are 
intended only for persons unable to meet the cost of ordinary 
medicai and nursing attention. The welfare of children from 
birth up to the age of 5 years is looked after by these clinics, 
and, where necessary, the homes of the children are visited 
by the nurses. Advice and instruction are given to mothers 
in regard to the care and attention of the children. When 
desired by the medical attendant, treatment is also carried 
out by the nurses at the homes of the patients. Special 
attention is given to dental, ophthalmia, and gastro-enteritis 
cases. 

STATE EJVTEBPKISES. 

Incidentally, it may be stated that the State enterprises 
given below are more fully referred to elsewhere in this 
book under the industries with which they are connected. 

Cattle Stations (20). 
Dillalah, Kenmore, Calabar, and Monomby (Charleville 
district, South-western Queensland) ; Keeroongooloo (Ada- 
vale district, South-western Queensland) ; Dotswood 
(Charters Towers, North Queensland) ; Wando Vale 
(Pentland, North Queensland); Buckingham Downs, and 
Alderley (Boulia, Central Queensland) ; Vanrook, Strathmore, 
Stirling, Dunbar, Macaroni Plains, and Waterloo (Normanton, 
North Queensland) ; Lyndhurst (Georgetown, North Queens- 
land) ; Brooklyn (Einasleigh district, North Queensland) ; 
Merluna, Silver Plains, and York Downs (Cook district, 
North Queensland). 
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Mines and Works. 

Styx River coalmines, near Marlborough (Central 
Queensland) ; Baralaba coalmines, Dawson Valley (Central 
Queensland) ; Bowen coalmines, Collinsville, Bowen district 
(North Queensland) ; Bamford battery (North Queensland) ; 
Chillagoe copper mines and smelters (North Queensland); 
Irvinebank treatment works (North Queensland) ; Jibbinbar 
arsenic mine, near Stanthorpe (South Queensland). 




State Produce Agency, Brisbane, South Queensland. 



Sawmills (6). 

Brisbane, Taromeo (Brisbane Valley Line), Imbil (Mary 
Valley Line), In jane (Roma district), Birimgan (Blair Athol 
district, Central Queensland), and Silkwood (Johnstone 
River, North Queensland). The four first-named are in 
South Queensland. 

Butcheries (57). 

Brisbane (25) ; Wynnum (South Coast Line) ; Ipswich, 
Booval, Toowoomba (2) (South Queensland) ; Charleville 
and Roma (2) (South-western Queensland); Gympie (2), 
Maryborough (3), Bundaberg (North Coast Line); Gladstone, 
Rockhampton (2), Mount Morgan, Emerald (Central Queens- 
land); Bowen, Townsville (6), Ayr, Mackay (3), Charters 
Towers, Cairns (North Queensland). 
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Fisheries (6). 

Victoria Place, Brunswick street (Fortitude Valley), 
and Roma street. All of these are in Brisbane. There is a 
receiving depot at Wynnum (South Coast Line), and a 
commodious Markets at Victoria Place (South Brisbane). 
There are also fish shops at Ipswich and Toowoomba. 




State Hotel at Babincla, North Queensland. 



Canning Works. 

Bulimba (Brisbane). Canning of pineapples and other 
fruits, tomatoes, peas, beans, &c, and the manufacture of 
pickles, sauces, and chutney. 

Produce Agency. 

Turbot street, Brisbane (South Queensland). 

Railway Refreshment Rooms (37). 
Brisbane (Central) ; Bethania Junction and Southport 

(South Coast Line) ; Ipswich, Helidon, Toowoomba, Oakey, 
Warwick, Wallangarra, Dalby (South Queensland) ; Miles, 
Roma, Mitchell, Charleville (South-western Queensland) ; 
Caboolture, Landsborough, Gympie, Theebine, Maryborough, 
Isis Junction, Murgon, Bundaberg (North Coast Line) ; 
Rosedale, Gladstone, Archer Park, and Stanley street 
(Rockhampton), Yaamba, St. Lawrence, Mount Morgan, 
Westwood, Emerald (Central Queensland) ; Mackay, Bowen, 
Ravenswood Junction, Charters Towers, Homestead, and 
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Hughenden (North Queensland). There is a cafe at the 
Central Railway Station (Brisbane). On the mail trains in 
the Southern, Central, and Northern Divisions there are 
buffet cars. 




Railway Refreshment-rooms, Tooiooomoa, Darling Downs, South 

Queensland. 

Hotel. 

Babinda (North Queensland). 

Insurance. 

Insurance Buildings, George and Elizabeth streets, 
Brisbane. The State office transacts business in fire, life, 
accident, and marine. 

LIBERAL IMMIGRATION RATES. 

Particulars regarding Passages to Queensland may be 
obtained as under: — 

In the United Kingdom. — From the Agent-General for 
Queensland, Marble Hall, 409 and 410 Strand, London, W.C., 
and from the Director, Migration and Settlement Office, 
Australia House, Strand, London, W.C.2. 
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In Queensland. — From the Immigration Agent,. Kangaroo 
Point, Brisbane; from the Assistant Immigration Agents at 
Rockhampton, Bundaberg, and Townsville; from the Clerks 
of Petty Sessions. 

Fees. 

Passages may be granted to approved assisted or 
nominated immigrants at the following rates: — 

£ s. d. 

Nominees, 16 years of age and upwards , . 22 
Nominees, 12 years of age and under 16 

years 16 10 

Children under 12 years . . . . . . Free. 

The rates for nomination of persons from approved 
Continental countries are as under: — 

£ s. d. 

Nominees, 12 years of age and upwards . . 22 
Nominees, 3 years of age and under 12 

years . . ... . . . . .... 11 

Nominees, one child only (under 3 years) Free. 

Maximum Age. 

Married people . . . . . . 50 years 

Single men . . . . . . . . 50 „ 

Single women . . . . . . . . 35 

Parents over the age limit desirous of accompanying 
their children may be nominated at full passage rates. 

Assisted Immigrants. 

The Director of Migration and Settlement, Australia 
House, London, may, when authorised by the Premier of the 
State, grant assisted passages to immigrants approved by 
him, upon such terms as he, the Director, may deem advisable 
to arrange. Under this system the introduction of lads, 
known as farm learners, has been approved at the rate of 
1,00 per month. On arrival in Brisbane the lads are housed 
at the Immigration Depot until employment is found for 
them by the New Settlers' League. The minimum weekly 
rate of wages for work on the farm is: — First four months, 
15s.; balance of first year, 17s. 6d.; second year, 20s.; third 
year, 25s. Two-thirds of each month's wages is placed to 
the credit of each boy in the Commonwealth Savings Bank 
until he reaches the age of 21 years. 
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.^.LiTURAL INSTITUTIONS. 

j- . inmate siaze Farm, near Emerald, Central Queensland. 

2. Gatton Agricultural College, South Queensland. 

3. Warren State Farm, near Rockhampton, Central Queensland. 
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STATE AGRICULTURAL, INSTITUTIONS. 

1. Gindie State Farm, near Emerald, Central Queensland. 

2. Gatton Agricultural College, South Queensland. 

3. Warren State Farm, near Bockhampton, Central Queensland. 
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Nominated Immigrants. 

Persons resident in Queensland may obtain passages for 
their friends or relatives in the United Kingdom or in 
certain approved countries in Europe, particulars as to the 
latter being obtainable from the Immigration Agent, 
Brisbane. A full description of the nominees must be 
supplied to the officer representing the Immigration Depart- 
ment who takes the application. 

Nominations and payments may be made at — The 
Immigration Office, Brisbane, Bundaberg, Rockhampton, 
Mackay, Townsville; in other districts, at the office of the 
nearest Clerk of Petty Sessions. 




Parliament House, Brisbane, South Queensland. 



The application must be signed by the nominator, who 
must be of full age, and resident at least six months in the 
State. The Chief Secretary, however, has authority to 
waive this latter qualification in the case of newly-arrived 
immigrants nominating their families or dependants. 

Note. — Nominated or assisted passages are only granted 
from Great Britain or certain countries in Europe, but any 
person who obtains official approval for himself of his 
family through the Immigration Agent of Queensland al 
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Brisbane may pay the passages of himself or his family, 
and upon arrival apply for a rebate to the amount at the 
time contributed by the Commonwealth Government towards 
the assisted or nominated passage. 

All fees for passages to Queensland mentioned in connec- 
tion with the Immigration rates are subject to alteration at 
any time. 




Ascot Racecourse, Brisbane, South Queensland. 



Preferred Immigrants. 

Priority will be granted to (a) nominated over assisted 
immigrants; (b) farm labourers and female domestic 
servants over all other immigrants; (c) married men over 
single men; and (d) immigrants for country places over 
those for towns. 

LAND SELECTION IN QUEENSLAND. 

The State is divided into fifty-nine Land Agents' Dis- 
tricts, in the principal town of each of which there is a 
Government Land Office and Land Agent. Particulars in 
respect of the location, area, quality, rents, and capital 
values of land available for selection, and detail plans 
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thereof can be obtained on personal or written application 
to any Land Agent, in respect of his own district, or to the 
Land Settlement Inquiry Office, Department of Public Lands, 
Brisbane, in respect of the whole State. 

Land is made available for selection in the following 
modes: — Perpetual Lease Selections; Grazing Homesteads 
and Grazing Farms; and Perpetual Lease Prickly-pear 
Selections. 

No person who is under the age of sixteen years can 
select. A single girl under the age of twenty-one years is 
debarred from selecting under the condition of personal 
residence. A married woman is similarly debarred unless 
she has obtained an order for judicial separation or an order 
protecting her separate property. An alien may, under 
certain conditions, acquire a selection, but unless he 
becomes a naturalised subject of the King within five years 
thereafter, all his right, title, and interest in the land will 
become forfeited. In cases where applications for 
naturalisation have not been dealt with within the five years 
period, an extension for a further five years shall be granted. 

An application for a selection must be made in the 
prescribed form, in triplicate, and be lodged with the Land 
Agent for the district in which the land is situated. It 
must be signed by the applicant, but may be lodged in the 
Land Office by his agent appointed in writing, and must be 
accompanied by the prescribed deposit. In the case of a 
Perpetual Lease Prickly-pear Selection, the deposit must 
be one-fifth of the survey fee, and in other cases, a year's 
rent and one-fifth of the survey fee. 

Applications take priority in the order of their being 
lodged with the Land Agent, but applications lodged prior 
to the time notified as that at which land is to be open for 
selection are regarded as simultaneous with those lodged 
at that time. 

Two persons, each of whom is qualified to apply for a 
selection not exceeding the area which may be applied for by 
one person, may select in their joint names, and they shall 
be required to jointly perform all the conditions to which 
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the selection is subject. Each joint holder shall be deemed 
to be the holder of the total area of the selection in so far as 
this debars him from acquiring other selections. 

In the case of simultaneous applications for the same 
land as a Perpetual Lease Selection, or as a Perpetual Lease 
Prickly-pear Selection, opened for selection not subject to 
the condition of personal residence, priority is secured by an 
applicant, other than a married woman or a single girl 
under twenty-one years of age, who, when making applica- 




Regatta on the Brisbane River, Brisbane, South Queensland. 

tion, undertakes to personally reside on the land during the 
first five years of the term. Such applicant, who, in addition 
to this undertaking, offers to effect the cultivation of at 
least one-twelfth part of the selection within the first three 
years of the term shall have priority over all other appli- 
cants. By " cultivation " is meant the actual breaking of 
the soil followed by planting or sowing of seed and tillage 
for a crop other than native grasses; or the falling and 
burning of scrub and the sowing of artificial grass imme- 
diately thereafter, although the soil may not have been 
broken up. In other cases of simultaneous applications for 
the same land by the same mode of selection, priority is 
determined by lot, unless, in the case of simultaneous appli- 

I 
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cations for the same land as a Grazing Farm, a higher 
rental is tendered than that notified. In that event, the 
highest tender above the notified rent secures priority. 

When the notification declares two or more portions 
open for Grazing Selection, any person who, with his appli- 
cation, deposits an amount equal to the greatest amount of 
notified rent for any of such portions may draw for all the 
portions mentioned in the notification, but shall not be 
permitted to acquire a greater area than that prescribed. 

When an application has been accepted by the Land 
Commissioner and approved by the Land Court, and the 
applicant has paid the value of the improvements on the 
land, if any, or the amount of the provisional valuation 
thereof, he becomes entitled to receive a license to occupy. 
The license, however, is not capable of being transferred, 
assigned, or mortgaged except in the case of the death, 
insanity, or incapacity of the licensee. Save as above stated, 
the license cannot be mortgaged except to the State Agricul- 
tural Bank. Within six months after the issue of a license, 
the selector must commence to occupy the land, and must 
thereafter continue to occupy it in the manner prescribed. 

In the case of selections held by members of one family, 
and situated all within 5 miles of each other, the Land Com- 
missioner may permit the condition to be performed by 
the personal residence of all the selectors on one of the 
selections. The Land Court may suspend the personal 
residence conditions for a period not exceeding six months 
in any year for any sufficient reason, and during such 
suspension the condition shall be deemed to have been 
performed. 

The notification declaring land open for selection may 
restrict for six months or less the right of applying for the 
land to persons who do not hold any country lands in the 
State. 

The opening notification in the case of grazing selections 
may impose the condition that the selection shall be enclosed 
with a rabbit, marsupial, and dingo proof fence. 
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Perpetual Lease Selections. 

The selections are leases in perpetuity. The largest 
area that may be acquired by any one person as a Perpetual 
Lease Selection is 2,560 acres, but so large an area is not 
likely to be allowed except in remote districts. The annual 
rent for the first fifteen years of the term is 1| per cent, 
of the notified capital value, but no rent is payable for the 
second year of the term. The annual rent for each period 
of fifteen years thereafter shall be determined by the Land 
Court at a sum equal to 11 per cent, of the unimproved 
capital value of the land as if it were held in fee-simple at 
the commencement of the period in question. 

i * in— ■ — . ————— ^^^^^ 



L 




Executive Buildings and Queen's Gardens, Brisbane, South Queensland. 

In cases where the condition of personal residence 
applies, the selector must reside on the selection personally 
for the first five years of the term. After he has performed 
five years' continuous and bona fide personal residence on 
the selection, the condition of occupation must be performed 
by the selector or his registered bailiff. In other cases the 
land must be continuously occupied by the personal residence 
of the selector or his registered bailiff. Within five years 
from the issue of the license to occupy, the selector must 
enclose the land with a good and substantial fence, or make 
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substantial improvements on it of a value equal to the cost 
of such a fence. On the completion of the improvements, 
the selector becomes entitled to a lease, and may thereafter 
mortgage it; or may subdivide, transfer, or sublet it. A 
Perpetual Lease Selection cannot, while it is subject to the 
condition of personal residence, be mortgaged (except to 
the State Agricultural Bank) or transferred, except in the 
case of the death, insanity, or incapacity of the selector. 




Bungeworgorai Creek, Mount Abundance Station, near Roma, 
South-western Queensland. 

Grazing Selections, 

The greatest area which may be applied for or held as 
a Grazing Homestead or a Grazing Farm is 60,00,0 acres. 
When the area exceeds 20,000 acres, a rental limitation of 
£200 per annum must be observed as well as the maximum 
areas. The term may be any number of years not exceed- 
ing twenty-eight as the opening notification may declare. 
The annual rent for the first period of seven years shall be 
as notified or tendered. The rent for each subsequent period 
will be determined by the Land Court. 

During the whole of the term of a Grazing Homestead 
the condition of personal residence applies, and prior to the 
expiration of the first five years a Grazing Homestead is 
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not capable of being mortgaged without the permission of 
the Minister (except to the State Advances Corporation), or 
assigned or transferred, except in the case of the death, 
insanity, or incapacity of the selector. 

The Land Court may grant to the original selector of a 
Grazing Homestead (or, in the case of his death or insanity, 
the person representing him) exemption from the perform- 
ance of the condition of personal residence for one year after 
the condition has been performed for the first five years, 
and thereafter for one year for each further five years in 
which personal residence is performed. 

A Grazing Farm must be continuously occupied during 
the whole term of the lease by the selector's residing on it 
personally or by bailiff. 

Within three years from the issue of the license to 
occupy, the selector must enclose the land with a good and 
substantial fence, and must keep it so fenced during the 
whole of the term. In the case of two or more contiguous 
farms, not exceeding in the aggregate 20,000 acres, the Com- 
missioner may permit the selectors to fence only the outside 
boundaries. If the opening notification so declares, the fence 
must be rabbit, marsupial, and dingo proof. 

When a Grazing Farm is enclosed in the manner required, 
the selector becomes entitled to a lease of it, and may mort- 
gage, subdivide, transfer, or sublet it. 



Perpetual Lease Prickly-pear Selections. 

The lease is in perpetuity. During the first period of 
the lease no rent is payable, but the prickly-pear on the 
selection must during that period be eradicated, and there- 
after the selection must be maintained clear of prickly-pear. 
After the first period, the annual rent during the next thirty 
years shall be 11- per cent, of the capital value of the land. 
The rent for each thirty years thereafter shall be determined 
by the Prickly Pear Commission at a sum equal to 1J per 
cent, of the unimproved capital value of the land as if it 
Avere held in fee-simple at the commencement of the period 
in question. 
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Unless the selector secures priority by offering to 
cultivate at least one-twelfth part of the selection within 
the first three years of the term, no condition of improve- 
ment, other than the eradication of the prickly-pear, is 
attached to the selection. The selector is only required to 
reside if the condition of personal residence was imposed 
by the notification, or if he secured priority by offering that 
the condition should apply. The liability to reside ceases 
after five years. A selection subject to the condition of per- 
sonal residence during the first five years of the term cannot 



i 




Mourilyan Harbour, North Queensland. 



during such period be mortgaged (except to the Stat* 1 
Agricultural Bank) or transferred, except in the case of 
the death, insanity, or incapacity of the selector. 



Group Selections. 

" The Land Act of 1910 " provides that under the Group 
System, land may be set apart for any body of settlers who, 
having some measure of common interest or capacity for 
mutual help, are desirous of acquiring land in the same 
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locality. The land is opened for selection in the usual way, 
but is only available for the members of the body of settlers 
for whom it has been set apart. Proof of membership must 
be furnished to the Land Commissioner. 

Land may be made available for Group Selection in any 
of the following modes: — (a) Perpetual Lease Selections, in 
areas up to 2,560 acres; (b) Perpetual Lease Prickly-pear 
Selections, in areas up to 2,560 acres; (c) Grazing Home- 




AiKjora Goats at Woolooga, Wide Bay District, South Queensland. 

steads, in areas up to 5,12i0 acres; or (d) Grazing Farms (to 
be held in conjunction with Perpetual Lease Selections), in 
areas up to 2,560 acres. 

The areas above stated are the maximum areas which 
the Act permits, but these are only allowed where the lands 
are remote from means of communication or of less than 
tirst quality. 

Group Perpetual Lease Selections and Perpetual Lease 
Prickly-pear Selections are subject to similar terms and 
conditions as the respective class of selections under " The 
Land Act of 1910," and are subject to the condition of 
personal residence during the first five years. Group 
Grazing Homesteads are subject to the personal residence 
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conditions for the whole of the period of the lease. When a 
Grazing Farm is held in conjunction with a Perpetual Lease 
Selection, the selector's residence on either selection is 
sufficient. In other respects the Grazing Farms are similar 
in every way to Grazing Farms under " The Land Act of 
1910." 

" The Closer Settlement Acts, 1906-17." 

Land on estates repurchased under the provisions of the 
above Acts may be selected under Perpetual Lease tenure in 
a like manner and under similar terms and conditions to 
Perpetual Lease Selections under " The Land Act of 1910," 
with the following modifications in regard to rentals: — 
During the first fifteen years, the annual rental shall be fixed 
by the opening notification, and shall be a percentage of the 
notified capital value, not exceeding the rate of interest paid 
by the Crown on the purchase money. The annual rent for 
each fifteen years thereafter shall be determined by the 
Land Court at a sum not exceeding 5 per centum of the 
fair unimproved capital value of the land. 



Selection by Aliens. 

An alien (that is to say, an American, Frenchman, 
Belgian, Swede, Italian, &c.) may, provided he obtains a 
certificate that he can read and write words in such lan- 
guage as the Minister for Lands may direct, acquire a 
selection, but, unless he becomes a naturalised subject of 
the King within five years thereafter, all his right, title, 
and interest in the land will become forfeited. An alien 
must live at least two years in the Commonwealth before 
he can become naturalised. In cases where applications for 
naturalisation have not been dealt with within the five years, 
an extension for a further five years shall be granted. 



Miners' Homestead Leases. 

Under the amended provisions of the Miners' Home- 
stead Leases Act, homestead leases can be acquired by 
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application or public auction by residents of any mining 
field throughout the State, in areas not exceeding 640 acres. 
During the first period of ten years the annual rental on 
a miner's homestead perpetual lease is 3 per cent, of the 
price obtained at auction, and in all other cases 1| per cent, 
of the capital value of the land according to notification! 
The annual rental for each period of ten years thereafter is 
determined by the Warden. 

These homestead leases are suitable for dairying, and 
also the cultivation of all kinds of crops, including cereals, 
sugar-cane, fruits, &c, according to the localities in which 
they are situated. 



Coffee Plantation, Kuranda, Cairns Line, North Queensland. 



Concessions to Selectors. 

1. Application by a bona fide intending Selector for a 
Concession Ticket to inspect Crown Lands must be made to 
the Officer in Charge of the Land Settlement Inquiry Office. 
Before giving a certificate the Officer must be satisfied as to 
the bona fides of the applicant, and that he does not intend 
to select a greater area than 5,120 acres. A certificate will 
entitle the person named, on presenting it at the railway 
station at which the journey is to be commenced, to receive 
a second-class railway ticket at half fare. 
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2. If any person to whom such certificate has been 
granted selects a selection subject to the condition of 
personal residence, and not exceeding 5,120 acres, he will 
receive a refund of the half fare paid. 

3. Any selector of a selection subject to the condition of 
personal residence, and not exceeding 5,120 acres, will be 
entitled, within twelve months from the issue to him of a 
license to occupy the land, to receive certificates for the 
following concessions, viz: — 

Free second-class ticket for the carriage by rail of 
the selector and his family to the railway station 
nearest to his selection; 

Free transport by rail of the selector's ordinary house- 
hold furniture and effects, agricultural imple- 
ments, seed, one vehicle and one set of harness, 
to the railway station nearest to his selection; 

A reduction of 25 per cent, on the rates for fencing and 
building material intended for use on the selec- 
tion, and for two truckloads of live stock. 

4. For the purpose of free transport by rail, the term 
" ordinary household furniture" will not include musical 
instruments, wardrobes, marble articles, bookcases, or 
mirrors (excepting toilet glasses). "Agricultural imple- 
ments " will not include steam engines or other motive 
power, or instruments thereof. 

5. Unless certificates are first obtained, as herein set 
forth, a selector will not be entitled to any of the conces- 
sions provided for. 

6. Selectors will be required to pay all extra charges, 
such as cartage. 

Government Assistance to Settlers. 

The Queensland Government has established an Agricul- 
tural Bank for the purpose of assisting land settlers, to 
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whom it makes advances on the security of freeholds, 
licenses, and leases from the Crown (including prickly-pear 
and perpetual lease selections) to make improvements on 
the -land, or for paying off liabilities on the land, and for 
certain other purposes. The rate of interest payable is 
fixed by the bank in each case when the advance is approved. 
The present ruling rate (1924) is 5 per cent, per annum. 

The settler applying for an advance must give a first 
mortgage on his holding. The bank may advance up to 
£1,700, at a rate not exceeding 16s. in the £, on the security 
value of the land and improvements effected or proposed, but 
whether this sum or any lesser sum is advanced depends 
on the circumstances of each particular case. Advances to 
the full value of certain improvements, at the rate of £ for £ 
up to £500, may also be made to new settlers. 




Picking Coffer Beans on the North Coast Line. 



Advances may be made for any term fixed by the bank 
not in any case exceeding twenty years, exclusive of any 
period allowed by the bank, not in any case exceeding five 
years, during which interest only is payable. The circum- 
stances of each case will be considered in determining the 
term and period referred to in this paragraph. Advances 
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are repayable by equal half-yearly instalments of an amount 
sufficient to repay, within the term of the advance, both 
the principal and the interest on the balance outstanding 
from time to time. 

The Agricultural Bank may advance 16s. in the £ on 
the available security value of the land and improvements 
for the purpose of enabling the settler to purchase stock, 
machinery, or implements, or for paying off liabilities on the 
holding. Advances at the rate of 16s. in the £ on the 
available security value of the land and improvements 
thereon up to £400 may be obtained for unspecified purposes. 
Advances may, where necessary, be made to afford relief in 
special cases due to drought, flood, tempest, tire, or other 
adverse conditions or happenings beyond the rate of 16s. in 
the £. Special short term advances may be made to farmers 
or dairy farmers, who are the owners of not more than 
twenty cows, the produce of which is sold; or a person 
desiring to engage in dairying, who wishes to purchase not 
more than twenty-five head of female cattle, the produce of 
which is to be sold, or a bull; or sheep farmers, who are 
the owners of not more than 300 sheep; or a person desiring 
to engage in sheep farming, who wishes to purchase not 
more than 300 sheep, and who otherwise would have 
insufficient security to permit of such advances being made. 
In all instances security will be required over the stock, 
machinery, or plant purchased with advances made. In some 
instances further security, such as an order on the butter 
factory to which cream is supplied, or a preferential wool 
lien, will also be required. Wherever possible a mortgage 
over the land will be required as part of the security. 

The following are the objects, the maximum amounts, 
and the period for which these special advances may be 
made: — For the purchase of dairy cattle, £200, seven years' 
period; for the purchase of separator or other dairying 
plant, £50, seven years' period; for the purchase of 
machinery and plant for fodder conservation, £150, seven 
years' period; for the purchase of pigs, £5,0, three years' 
period; for the purchase of sheep, £300, three years' period. 
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With a view of promoting primary production, the 
Agricultural Bank also makes liberal advances to co™ 
operative companies and associations, in order to enable 
them to erect factories, works, &c, and also to purchase 
machinery, &c. 

The loans advanced by the State Agricultural Bank to 
the end of June, 1924, were as follows: — Advances approved, 
£4,803,227; instalments paid, £3,557,012. The terms in regard 
to repayments extend over a period of twenty years, with 
5 per cent, interest. 




Discharged Soldiers' Settlement at Mount Hutton, near Roma, 
Maranoa District, South-Western Queensland. 

Discharged Soldiers' Settlements. 

On the Beerburrum and Pikedale Settlements fruit- 
growing is engaged in, there being 236 soldier settlers 
on the former and 203 on the latter. On the Cecil Plains 
Settlement there are 99 settlers, who are engaged in 
dairying, lamb-raising, and mixed farming; and on the 
Mount Hutton Settlement there are 82 settlers doing likewise. 
At Mount Gravatt (near Brisbane) 29 discharged soldiers 
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THREE BRISBANE SCENES. 

1. Approach to Edward Street Ferry from Kangaroo Point Side. 

2. The City from Jacob's Ladder. 

3. The City from the Observatory. 
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are occupied in poultry-raising. In the Enoggera district 
(near Brisbane) 244 acres have also been set aside for 26 
settlers, who are poultry-raising, &c. Small townships have 
sprung into existence at each of the principal settlements, 
and schools, halls, and shops have also been erected, thus 
enabling the soldier settlers to enjoy some, at least, of the 
facilities existing in large centres of commercial and 
industrial activity. In the Atherton district (North Queens- 
land) there are 156 settlers engaged in mixed farming, in the 
Kingaroy district there are 132 settlers similarly occupied, 
and in the Maria Creek district (North Queensland) general 
farming and dairying is carried on by 83 settlers. 




Cattle Scene at Caboonbali, Brisbane Valley Line, South Queensland. 

Up to the end of June, 1924, 2,000 discharged soldiers had 
selected land; 612 had been provided with homes under the 
Workers' Dwellings clause of the Act, and 1,792 had applied 
for financial assistance to develop their land. The total 
area selected to date is 705,565 acres, and advances for 
settlement purposes amounted to £2,769,538. 
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WORKERS' DWELLINGS. 

Under the amended provisions of the State Advances 
Corporation Act advances are made (at the rate of 16s. 
in the £, and not exceeding £800), on easy terms of repay- 
ment, for the purpose of enabling persons whose incomes 
do not exceed £416 per annum to erect dwelling-houses 
as homes for themselves and their families. The applicant 
must show that he is not the owner of a dwelling-house in 
Queensland or elsewhere. Repayment of advances extends 




Harvesting Wheat at Hermitage, near Warwick, Darling Downs, 

South Queensland. 

over a period of twenty years, and must be paid in monthly 
instalments of 13s. 3d. for every £100 borrowed, which 
includes interest at the prescribed rate of 5 per centum per 
annum. 

The Workers' Homes Act provides for the acquisition of 
land, and the erection of homes by the Government. The 
homes will be available to workers as defined by the Act, 
who intend to use them as dwellings for themselves and 

K 
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families. Homes will be erected singly or in groups, and 
will take the form of model suburbs or townships. The 
purchaser of a home is deemed to be a monthly tenant, and 
the purchase price of a home will be paid in monthly 
instalments, which will include insurance, painting, repairs 
&c. The purchaser will be required to insure his life under 
a scheme designed to provide the balance of the purchase 
money owing in the event of his death prior to completing 
the purchase of the home. A perpetual lease of the land, on 
which the home is erected, will be issued to the purchaser. 
A deposit must be made of 5 per cent, of the purchasing 




Victoria Bridge, Brisbane, South Queensland. 



price of the home, and interest at the rate of 5 per centum 
per annum will be charged on the balance outstanding at 
the beginning of each month. Persons eligible to obtain the 
benefits of this Act must be employed in work of some kind, 
and must not be the owner of a dwelling-house in Queens- 
land or elsewhere; further, their income must not exceed 
£260 per annum after the deduction of the allowance there- 
from permitted by the provisions of the State Income Tax 
Act. 
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THE CITIES AND CHIEF TOWNS OF QUEENSLAND. 

BRISBANE. 

Brisbane, the capital of Queensland, is one of the most 
picturesque cities in the Australian Commonwealth. It 
is situated on the Brisbane River, less than 2,0 miles from 
its mouth. The city proper stands about 57 feet above sea- 
level, and is a city of hills, with the river winding around 
it like a silver ribbon. The climate closely resembles that 
of Southern Europe— that is to say, it enjoys one of the 
mildest temperatures in the world. 

On a sunny morning, in a land where the weather is 
nearly always bright, the approach to the city across the 
blue waters of Moreton Bay is delightful. The bay itself 
is picturesquely studded with islands. The Pile Light 
indicates the channel leading into the river, along which, 
by mangrove banks, with many a graceful curve, past fac- 
tories, works, wharves, and beautiful villas (the latter 
situated on the most picturesque hills), the steamer carries 
the voyager into the heart of the city. 

Besides being the metropolis of the State, Brisbane is 
the port and trade centre of a rich area of country. The 
agricultural and dairy products of the Moreton districts and 
of the famous Darling Downs, the golden fleece of the West 
and South-west, and the coal of West Moreton all claim 
Brisbane as their port of shipment. Every year sees a great 
increase in the wharfage accommodation of the port, and 
steamers of the largest class can now come right up to the 
city wharves. When the Hamilton Basin project is carried 
out, the shipping facilities of Brisbane will be considerably 
augmented. This scheme provides for 26,000 feet of quay 
frontage for the accommodation of the largest oversea 
steamers trading with Australia. The Government has also 
erected extensive Cold Stores at Hamilton on the water- 
front. Extensive wharves have been constructed at New 
Farm and Bulimba, and many of the large oversea steamers 
regularly berth there. Pinkenba is also an important 
shipping centre for oversea trade. Several of the ocean 
liners, as well as those engaged in the coastal trade, 
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HIGHER BRANCHES OF EDUCATION IN BRISBANE. 

1. Boys' Grammar School. 3. Girl's Grammar School. 

2. University. 4. Central Technical College. 
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berth at the various city wharves. During the year 1923 
1,245 foreign and interstate vessels of an aggregate tonnage 
of 3,201,711 entered the port of Brisbane, while the outward- 
bound foreign and interstate vessels totalled 1,239, their 
aggregate tonnage being 3,176,381. The value of the over- 
sea imports only for 1923-24 was £10,014,891; value of oversea 
exports only, £12,568,268; total, £22,583,159. 

The depth of the Brisbane River at high tide is 30 feet. 
The gross tonnage of the "Euripides," the largest vessel 




which has berthed at the city wharves to date, was 15,050, 
with a draught of 22 feet 6 inches. Vessels of 15,000 gross 
tonnage and over, and drawing up to 28 feet, can berth at 
the city wharves with perfect safety. 

The population of Brisbane (including South Brisbane) 
and suburbs was 237,687 persons at the end of 1923. At the 
same period the death-rate was only 11.04 per 1,000, while 
the birth-rate was 24.74 per 1,i000. 
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The total area of the metropolis (including South 
Brisbane) is 10 square miles; the value of the rateable land 
is £10,191,959; and the revenue collected by the two city 
councils respectively, total £730,010 annually. There are 
also four town councils and eleven shire councils within the 
metropolitan area. 

Buildings. 

Brisbane abounds in fine buildings. Amongst the more 
striking of the public buildings may be mentioned the 
Executive Buildings — one of the finest structures in the 
Commonwealth — the Treasury, State Insurance, Parliament 
House, Customs House, Supreme Court, Central Railway 




Exhibition Buildings and Museum, Brisbane, South Queensland. 



Station, and many fine buildings owned by banks and private 
firms. There are ten banks (including the Common- 
wealth Bank) in Queen street — the principal street of the 
city. There are two fine cathedrals (Anglican and Roman 
Catholic), and many other beautiful churches. North and 
South Brisbane are connected by an imposing iron bridge, 
1,022 feet long, 74 feet wide, and erected at a cost of 
£109,326. 
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Water Supply. 

The city is plentifully supplied with water drawn from 
reservoirs at Enoggera, Cabbage Tree Creek, and Gold Creek, 
the Mount Crosby Pumping Station on the upper reaches of 
the Brisbane River, and service reservoirs at Highgate Hill, 
Bartley's Hill, and Spring Hill. The water supply is at 
present being largely improved, and an extensive sewer- 
age system is under construction. 

Transit and Lighting. 

Brisbane possesses one of the best electric tramway 
systems in the world, controlled by a trust composed of 
representatives from the Government and the local authori- 
ties. The introduction of electric trams has given a great 
impetus to the suburbs; and within a few miles of the centre 
of the city, wherever trams extend, there are thousands of 
comfortable cottages and beautiful villas. 

There were, in 1923, over 72 miles of tramlines, 182 
cars, which carried on an average 204,716 passengers daily, 
and earned £628,707 annually. The tram system gives 
employment to 1,301 hands. 

Cabs (horse and taxi) ply for hire in all parts of the 
city and suburbs, and motor 'buses have also been intro- 
duced to connect suburbs not served by the tramways. 

The city is lighted at night by electricity and gas, and 
in this respect is thoroughly up to date. 

Recreation Grounds. 

Brisbane contains many fine parks and recreation 
grounds, the principal of which are the Queen's Park and 
Botanic Gardens, Musgrave Park, Albert Park, Wickham 
Park, Victoria Park, Davies Park, Mowbray Park, Dutton 
Park, Bowen Park and Gardens, New Farm Park and Gar- 
dens, Brisbane Cricket Ground, and many others. Some of 
these are lighted at night, during the summer months, by 
gas or electricity, and are the resort of thousands who go 
there to rest in the cool of the evening under the palms 
while excellent bands discourse tuneful music. 
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Pastimes. 

There are seven lirst-class theatres in the city, and a 
large number of moving-picture entertainments, all of which 
are largely patronised. There are several choral societies, 
orchestras, amateur operatic and dramatic societies, and 
bands, whose performances generally are of a high order 
of merit. 

Scholastic. 

In addition to numerous Government State Schools, 
Brisbane is well supplied with educational institutions. 
Amongst these may be mentioned the Queensland University, 




Railway Wharves and Electric Coal Lifts, Woolloongabba, Brisbane, 

South Queensland. 



Boys' Grammar School, Girls' Grammar School, several 
denominational Colleges and High Schools, two Technical 
Colleges, several Schools of Art, Free Public Library, 
Museum, the National Art Gallery, and the Randall Public 
Art Gallery (South Brisbane). 

In the metropolitan area there are 96 State and 58 
private schools. 
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Newspapers. 

Two morning daily papers—' The Brisbane Courier" and 
" The Daily Mail " — and three evening daily papers — " The 
" Telegraph," " The Observer," and " The Daily Standard "— 
maintain a high standard of journalism. In addition to 
these, there are over thirty weekly, fortnightly, and monthly 
papers and other journals, exclusive of religious and trade 
productions. 

Suburbs and Seaside Kesorts. 

Some of Brisbane's suburbs are of great natural beauty, 
notably Hamilton, New Farm, Clayfield, Toowong, and 
Indooroopilly. 

Many charming seaside resorts are within easy distance 
of the metropolis. The principal of these are: — Sandgate, 
Wynnum, Wellington Point, Cleveland, Southport, Currum- 
bin, Coolangatta, Tweed Heads, Woody Point, Redcliffe, and 
Scarborough. 

Principal Production. 

Principal agricultural and pastoral production of district 

in 1923:— Butter, 55,869 lb.; maize, 4,508 bushels; English 
potatoes, 265 tons; sweet potatoes, 397 tons; cotton, 
52,472 lb.; hay (all kinds), 567 tons; grapes, 493,214 lb.; 
bananas, 240,479 bunches; pineapples, 138,085 dozen; oranges, 
1,786 bushels; frozen, canned meats, and by-products, 
£903,265. 

ROCKHAMPTON. 

Rockhampton, the chief port of Central Queensland, is 
prettily situated on the Fitzroy River, about 40 miles from 
its mouth. The estimated population of the city, including 
North Rockhampton, is 25,000 persons. 

Rockhampton is the port of thousands of square miles 
of magnificent pastoral, agricultural, and mineral country. 
The city is well laid out, and the streets are wide and well 
kept. An efficient tramway service is maintained and con- 
trolled by the Municipal Council. 

The Central Railway runs due west from the city to 
Longreach (428 miles), with branch lines to Blair Athol 




FOUR ROCKHAMPTON SCENES. 

J. s.s. " Cooma" at Port Alma. 3. William and East streets. 

2. Fitzroy Bridge. 4. Panorama of the City. 
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(240 miles), Springsure (2,06 miles), Yaraka (476 miles) 
Aramac (403 miles), Mount Morgan (24 miles), Baralaba 
(90 miles), and Rannes to Callide (28 miles). The Great 
North Coast Railway connects Rockhampton with Brisbane 
and the Southern States of the Commonwealth, and Towns- 
ville and Cairns in the North. Short railway lines connect 
Rockhampton with Emu Park and Yeppoon, two charming- 
seaside resorts; also, with the deepwater ports at Broad- 
mount and Port Alma. The Alton Downs branch line also 
connects Rockhampton with Ridgelands (18 miles). 

The Fitzroy River, running through Rockhampton, is a 
fine stream, and vessels of large tonnage can berth at the 
city wharves. The river has been greatly improved by 
dredging and the erection of retaining walls. 

The Warren State Farm, where experiments in stock- 
breeding, dairying, and general farming are pursued, is 
close to the city. 

In 1923, 229 interstate, coastal, and oversea vessels 
with a total tonnage of 487,352 arrived at Port Alma, Rock- 
hampton, or Broadmount; and 229 vessels with a total 
tonnage of 487,152 took their departure for interstate and 
oversea ports. The oversea imports only were valued at 
£431,849, and the oversea exports only at £480,448. The 
exports of the ports mentioned included:— Wool, tallow, 
preserved and frozen meats, hides, sheepskins, marsupial 
skins, manure, &c, blister copper and concentrates, ores, 
gold, and livestock. 

There are some fine public buildings in Rockhampton, 
amongst which may be mentioned the Customs House, Post 
Office, State Savings Bank, Supreme Court, School of Arts, 
Lands Office, Boys' and Girls' Grammar Schools, Technical 
College, Christian Brothers' College, Convent High School, 
and General Hospital. The city has two cathedrals (Angli- 
can and Roman Catholic) and several handsome churches, 
while the business premises of several of the leading firms 
would be a credit to much older cities. 
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Rockhampton is lighted by gas and electricity. The 
city lias some tine public parks, and the Botanic Gardens 
contain a wealth of the most beautiful flora, particularly 
tropical and sub-tropical foliage. There is a plentiful .supply 
of water, obtained from lagoons and pumped into a reservoir, 
which has an elevation sufficient to give a satisfactory 
pressure in all parts of the city. The City Council has also 
decided to increase the supply by obtaining water from the 
Fitzroy River at Yaamba. 

There are two daily newspapers, " The Morning Bulle- 
tin " and " The Evening News," and two weekly papers. 

Recreations of all kinds are followed with enthusiasm. 
There are several cricket, football, tennis, bowling, and 
rowing clubs; and the Rockhampton Jockey Club conducts 
several successful race meetings each year. 

Within a few miles of the city, at Lake's Creek, are the 
famous meat-preserving and freezing works of the Central 
Queensland Meat Export Company. The Government rail- 
way repair workshops also give employment to a large 
number of men. 

Principal production of district in 1923 :— Butter, 759,645 
lb.; maize, 2,617 bushels; hay, 1,176 tons; grapes, 31,164 
lb.; bananas, 31,665 bunches; pineapples, 17,751 dozen; 
oranges, 13,,027 bushels; cotton, 1,843,476 lb.; coal, 32,669 
tons; limestone, 49,794 tons. 

TOWNSVILLE. 

Townsville, the principal port of North Queensland, is 
situated on the western shore of Cleveland Bay, on the banks 
of Ross Creek, about 748 miles north from Brisbane. It has 

an estimated population of 23,700, and is the outlet of a rich 
sugar-growing, grazing, and mining district. 

A splendid harbour has been constructed, which will 
accommodate vessels drawing 24 feet of water. The railway 
line runs along the eastern breakwater, giving every facility 
for the convenient handling of outward or inward cargo. 

Three lines of splendid steamers maintain a regular 
service between Townsville and Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, 
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and other Australian ports. These lines are the Australian 
United Steamship Company, the Australian Steamships 
ComP an y> an d the Adelaide Steamship Company. The same 
companies also maintain regular communication with ports 
north from Townsville. Most of the large oversea steamers 
from Great Britain, India, China, Japan, Java, &c., make 
Townsville a port of call. 

The city is well equipped with business houses, banks, 
schools, hotels, churches, newspapers (two daily and two 
weekly), and places of amusement. It has also an excellent 
hospital, and a Grammar School for boys and girls. 

The two meatworks, foundries, and Government railway 
repair workshops provide employment for a large number 
of men. The Ross River Meatworks, which is one of the 
largest in the State, alone exports annually tens of thousands 
of tons of frozen beef and canned meats. 

There are a number of pleasure resorts and beauty spots 
in the district. As a sanatorium, Magnetic Island, situated 
in Cleveland Bay, seven miles from the City, cannot be 
excelled. Castle Hill (936 feet) is one of the interesting 
sights in the city. 

The Great Northern Railway, starting at Townsville, 
extends westward to Cloncurry (481 miles), with branches 
to Ravenswood (24 miles), Winton (132 miles), Selwyn 
(Mount Elliott Line, 71 miles), and the Duchess Mines (68 
miles), and Dajarra (101 miles); also from Cloncurry to 
the Mount Cuthbert and Dobbyn mines (69 miles). 

Another branch railway extends to Ayr, a distance of 
50 miles from Townsville, and connects with the line to 
Bowen (120 miles), thus giving direct railway communica- 
tion with the two ports — Townsville and Bowen. This line 
taps a very fertile area of the Burdekin Delta, where sugar- 
cane is very successfully grown by the aid of irrigation. 
It is also one of the links in the Great North Coast Rail- 
way. Railway communication is also open between Towns- 
ville and Brisbane in the south, and Cairns in the north by 
means of the Great North Coast Line. 
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Imports in 1923-24 (oversea only), £677,513; exports 
(oversea only). £833,859. 

Oversea, interstate, and coastal shipping in 1923:- 
Inwards: 775 vessels; tonnage, 1,217,581. Outwards: 775 
vessels; tonnage, 1,218,270. 

Principal agricultural production of district in 1923:— 
Cotton, 2,419 lb.; tobacco, 1,020 lb.; bananas, 4,05.0 bunches; 
pineapples, 7,831 dozen; mangoes, 2,330 bushels; potatoes 
(English), 213 tons; sugar-cane, 6,208 tons. 

CHARTERS TOWERS. 
Charters Towers, one of the largest cities in Queens- 
land, has an estimated population of 9,500. It is a pro- 
gressive city, and the centre of the premier goldfield of the 




Panorama of Charters Towers, North Queensland. 



State. It is 83 miles by rail from Townsville. The climate 
of Charters Towers is very pleasant. Even in summer, hot 
days are invariably succeeded by cool nights, owing to the 
fact that the city has an altitude of 1,004 feet above sea-level. 

The city is well supplied with water obtained from the 
Upper Burdekin River, across which a splendid weir has been 
built. The streets and dwellings are lighted by gas and 
electricity. The business places are thoroughly up to date, 
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and often occasion surprise amongst new arrivals. The 
scholastic institutions include a State High School and a 
School of Mines. 

The value of the gold and minerals won to date totals 

£28,361,870. 

There is a fair area under crops of various kinds, 
including fruits. Dairying is also carried on, and keeps the 
local butter factory supplied with cream. The production 
of butter in 1923 totalled 7,203 lb. The meatworks at 
Sellheim gives employment to a large number of men. There 
are two State Cattle Stations in the district. 

In 1923 the city and district produced 19,137 lb. of cotton, 
48,595 lb. of grapes, and 3,453 bushels of oranges. Minerals: 
Gold, 2,787 fine oz.; silver, 693 oz. 

HUGHENDEN, 

on the Flinders River, is 236 miles south-west by rail from 
Townsville, and is the centre of a large sheep and cattle 
raising district. Though a great deal of the land is suitable 
for agriculture, provided it is irrigated during dry spells, 
the only crops raised worth mentioning are grapes and 
oranges. The water from the artesian bores in the district 
is claimed to be admirably adapted for irrigation purposes. 
In 1923 there were 544,253 sheep, 102,680 cattle, and 9,621 
horses in the district. Population (estimated), l,90i0. 

WINTON 

is situated on the Western River, and is the terminus of the 
branch line from Hughenden, the distance between the two 
towns being 132 miles. Like Hughenden, this important town 
is surrounded by a number of large sheep and cattle stations. 
Some day the agricultural possibilities of the district may be 
developed, but at present they are neglected because the 
sheep and cattle industries hold sway. In a small way, the 
productiveness of the soil has been proved by the cultivation 
of grapes and oranges of excellent quality. As a health 
resort, particularly for people affected with chest and throat 
troubles, Winton has claims peculiarly its own. Live stock 
in the district in 1923: Sheep, 1,324,960; cattle, 74,169; 
horses, 11,860. Population of town and district (estimated), 
3,300. 
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TOWNSVILLE (NORTH QUEENSLAND) SCENES. 

1. The Strand. 2. Flinders street. 3. Wharves at Jetty. 
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CLONCURRY 

is the premier copper-producing district in the State. It is 
481 miles south-west by rail from Townsville, and about 25.0 
miles south of the port of Normanton. Its importance as a 
mineral field is conclusively emphasised by the fact that 
copper, silver, gold, cobalt, &c, are found in payable 
quantities. The principal copper shows in the neighbour- 
hood are connected with Cloncurry by branch lines. Com- 
munication is established in the south with Malbon, Hamp- 
den, Selwyn (Mount Elliott), Duchess mines, and in the 
north with the Mount Cuthbert and Dobbyn mines. A 




Kent Street, Maryborough, Wide Bay District, North Coast Line. 



further extension of the line from Dajarra to Moonah Creek 
is under construction, the intention being to link up with 
the Great Western Line towards Camooweal, sections of 
which are now under construction. Population (estimated), 
4,002. 

Though Cloncurry is chiefly a mining centre, there are 
a number of large sheep and cattle stations in the district. 
In 1923 there were 1,007,202 sheep, 239,254 cattle, and 23,407 
horses. 

MARYBOROUGH. 
Maryborough is prettily situated on the banks of the 
Mary River, about 20 miles from its mouth. It is distant 

L 
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167 miles from Brisbane, with which it is connected by rail 
on the main North Coast service. Maryborough has an 
estimated population of 10,635, and is an important port. 
It is the outlet for the Gympie Goldfield, Burrum Coalfield, 
the rich agricultural and timber country around Kingaroy, 
and the sugar lands of the Isis district. Railway communi- 
cation is established with Mundubbera and Eidsvold in the 
west and Nanango in the south-west. This city has also a 
fine deep-sea port at Urangan, 29 miles distant; the connect- 
ing link by rail with Pialba and Maryborough is now open 
for traffic. A branch line from Isis Junction connects 
Maryborough with Childers and Dallarnil. 




View of the Mary River and Gardens, Maryborough, Wide Bay 
District, North Coast Line. 



Maryborough has a large foundry and engineering 
works, the products of which are famous throughout the 
Commonwealth. Many of the best locomotives in use on the 
Queensland Railway have been built here. There is also 
a Government railway repair workshop in the city. Two 
Grammar Schools — one for boys and the other for girls — 
enable scholars to obtain a sound secondary education. 

Around Maryborough there is an important fruit- 
growing district, while agriculture and dairying are making 
great headway. 
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The exports of the port chiefly consist of timber, coal, 
gold, copper, antimony, sugar, hides, wool, honey, fruit, 
oysters, fish, &c. 

Shipping returns show that 153 vessels with a tonnage 
of 35,631 called into the port during 1923, and 153 vessels 
with a tonnage of 35,631 took their departure. The amount 
of sugar-cane crushed at the mills in the Maryborough 
district in 1923 was 29,831 tons, and the total quantity of 
the butter manufactured was 805,989 lb. 

Other agricultural production of district in 1923: Maize, 
2,5^4 bushels; cotton, 71,772 lb.; coffee, 500 lb.; sugar-cane, 
29,831 tons; hay, 861 tons; grapes, 31,851 lb.; bananas, 
51,141 bunches; pineapples, 20,904 dozen; oranges, 21,352 
bushels; mangoes, 1,642 bushels. 




Panorama of Gympie, Wide Bay District, North Coast Line. 



GYMPIE. 

Gympie is a mining city, 106 miles north from Brisbane, 
and 61 miles south from Maryborough, its port. The North 
Coast Railway connects Gympie with both these places. 
The branch line to Brooloo has opened up the rich agricul- 
tural and dairying lands in the Mary Valley. There is a 
State sawmills at Imbil, on the Mary Valley Line. The 
country around Gympie is rich in minerals. The gold yield 
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for 1923 was 7,437 fine oz., valued at £31,590. Up to the 
end of 1923 the Gympie Goldfield has produced 3,375,220 
fine oz. of gold of a value of £14,337,014. The quantity of 
silver won in 1923 was 1,423 oz. The agricultural and 
dairying industries are making rapid progress on the rich 
lands which surround the city. A State High School has 
been established in the city. The population of the city is 
estimated at 7,731. 

Principal production of district in 1923: Butter, 5,505,078 
lb.; maize, 68,098 bushels; sugar-cane, 1,189 tons; English 
potatoes, 1,160 tons; cotton, 61,959 lb.; hay, 962 tons; 
bananas, 652,362 bunches; pineapples, 2,019 dozen; oranges, 
1,278 bushels. 

TOOWOOMBA. 

Toowoomba, which has been termed the " Garden City 
of Queensland," is situated on the Main Southern and 
Western Railway, 101 miles west of Brisbane, and has an 
altitude of 1,921 feet above sea-level. It is one of the most 
prosperous inland cities in Australia, and has a magnificent 
climate. It is the commercial capital of the famous Darling 
Downs. 

Toowoomba has an estimated population of 22,000. The 
city has wide streets, beautifully adorned with shade trees 
of magnificent growth. There are many fine buildings and 
beautiful houses. The city has a Boys' Grammar School, 
many theatres, and several line public halls. Sports of all 
kinds are popular, the bracing atmosphere adding a zest to 
all outdoor exercise. 

Toowoomba is connected by the Western Railway with 
Cunnamulla (503 miles) and other important towns along 
the line. It is also connected with Dirranbandi (315 miles) 
by a branch of the main Southern Railway, and with Sydney 
(615 miles) and all the Southern States. 

The numerous branch railways around Toowoomba, 
such as the Crow's Nest branch, Goombungee-Haden branch, 
and Pittsworth-Milmerran branch, Oakey-Cooyar branch, and 
Oakey-Cecil Plains branch, all bring immense quantities of 
timber and farm produce into the city. A discharged soldiers' 
settlement has been established at Cecil Plains. 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



161 



There are one butter, seven cheese, one condensed milk, 
and two bacon factories, sawmills, foundries, engineering 
works, Government railway repair workshops, two breweries, 
and a large malthouse established within the district, all 
giving the city an air of bustle and progress which is notice- 
able by the most casual observer. 

Although the district is not rich in minerals, valuable 
coal deposits, which are being successfully developed, are 
situated within a few miles of the city. 

Principal production of district in 1923: Wheat, 3,059 
bushels; maize, 25,977 bushels; cotton, 2,267 lb.; hay, 2,141 
tons; grapes, 31,894 lb.; oranges, 672 bushels; butter, 
1,367,296 lb.; cheese, 829,213 lb. 




Margaret Street, Toowoomha, Darling Doicns, South Queensland. 

IPSWICH. 

Ipswich is the commercial capital of the West Moreton 
district, 24 miles by rail and 50 by river west from Brisbane. 
It is on the main line to Sydney, and is also linked up by 
branch lines with, the Brisbane Valley, Passifern, Kalbar, 
Mount Edwards, Marburg, and Mulgowie districts, rich 
agricultural and dairying centres. It is famous as a 
scholastic city. 
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The Government Railway Workshops are situated at 
Ipswich, and find employment for about 2,000 men and 
youths. Nearly all the rolling-stock, including the magnifi- 
cent interstate railway cars and a large number of engines, 
have been turned out of these workshops, which are not 
excelled by any place of the kind in Australia. 

There are woollen mills and a butter factory in 
successful operation in the district. The cotton mills, 
which were in operation for many years, have been closed 
down. The public buildings include several fine churches, 
two Grammar Schools (boys and girls), Post Office, 
Technical College, and Hospital. The city is surrounded by 




Brisbane Street, Ipsivich, South Queensland. 



valuable coal deposits, which are being successfully worked. 
The coal of the district is largely used on the railways of 
the State and as bunker coal on the coastal steamers. Agri- 
culture and dairying are in a very thriving condition in the 
neighbourhood of Ipswich, which is a busy, progressive 
centre. The population is estimated at 20,526. 

There are many beauty spots in the district, particularly 
on the Bremer River. 

The Redbank Freezing Works, which are only 7 miles 
from Ipswich, give employment to several hundreds of 
hands. 
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Principal production of district in 1923: Butter, 1,735,922 
lb.; maize, 6,421 bushels; cotton, 44,466 lb.; hay, 114 tons; 
bananas, 142 bunches; pineapples, 5,620 dozen; oranges, 227 
bushels; coal, 607,983 tons. 

WARWICK. 

Warwick is a thriving agricultural town, distant 159 
miles by rail from Brisbane, in a south-westerly direction. 
The population is estimated at 6,2,00. The town is beautifully 
laid out, and very prettily situated. The surrounding district 
is chiefly devoted to agriculture and dairying, which are both 
in a flourishing condition. The climate of Warwick is 
delightful, and the town is becoming popular as a summer 
resort. 
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Palmerin and Grafton Streets, Warwick; Darling Downs, South 

Queensland. 



There are one butter factory, seven cheese factories, 
two flourmills, several sawmills, and many other kinds of 
manufactories in the town and district; also, many fine 
public buildings. A State High School, Technical College, 
and several denominational colleges and high schools are 
also established in the town. 

Warwick is connected by rail with Brisbane and Sydney, 
while branch lines to Dirranbandi (257 miles) and to 
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Killarney (28 miles) bring immense quantities of produce 
into the town. The first section of what is regarded as the 
via recta line to Brisbane has been opened as far as Maryvale, 
which is 19 miles distant from Warwick. 

The Hermitage State Farm is only a few miles distant 
from the town. 

Principal production of district in 1923: Butter, 1,107,287 
lb.; cheese, 540,295 lb.; wheat, 26,774 bushels; maize, 
163,951 bushels; cotton, 9,704 lb.; hay (all kinds), 4,356 tons; 
grapes, 118,554 lb. 




Interior of Tobacco Factory at Texas, Darling Downs, South Queensland. 



STANTHORPE 

is 198 miles south-west by rail from Brisbane, and is only 
25 miles from the border of New South Wales. This town is 
remarkable for its salubrious climate, its fruit production, 
its tin-sluicing operations, and its wealth of minerals. As a 
health resort, Stanthorpe cannot be excelled in the Common- 
wealth, its altitude of 2,656 feet above sea-level insuring 
for it an equable climate all the year round. Fruits, such 
as peaches, apples, cherries, pears, plums, grapes, walnuts, 
&c., do exceptionally well, and prolific crops are gathered 
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annually. Vegetables are also grown on a large scale, 
the soil being specially suitable for their cultivation. There 
are many sheep and cattle stations in the neighbourhood. 
Quite a number of tin-sluicing plants are installed in the 
streams of the district, and the annual returns from these 
are, on the whole, satisfactory. Silver, gold, copper, lead, 
molybdenite, wolfram, arsenical pyrites, limestone, and iron- 
stone are also found in more or less large quantities. The 
mineral production of the district in 1923 was valued at 
£57,305, towards which tin (113 tons) contributed £14,553, 
silver (2,593 oz.) £378, arsenic (610 tons) £27,780, and lime- 
stone (34,183 tons) £14,327. The Silverspur mines are just 
outside the boundaries of the district. A State mine has been 
opened up at Jibbinbar, near Ballandean, for the treatment 
of the arsenical ores. Modern machinery has been installed 
on the field. A discharged soldiers' settlement: has been 
established at Pikedale, a short distance from Stanthorpe. 
Railway communication has been opened up with the settle- 
ment from Cotton Vale. In 1923, the butter factory at Texas 
manufactured 113,925 lb. of butter. The district abounds 
in places of interest to tourists, many of these being more 
than ordinarily beautiful. Population of town and district 
(estimated), 6,500. 

Principal agricultural production of district in 1923: — 
Butter, 128 ; 261 lb.; tobacco, 158,923 lb.; English potatoes, 
550 tons; cotton, 10,518 lb.; apples, 103,826 bushels; grapes, 
1,266,037 lb.; peaches, 90,000 bushels; pears, 7,144 bushels; 
plums, 38,2,07 bushels; nectarines, 7,328 bushels; cabbages 
and cauliflowers, 81,147 dozen; green peas, 6,389 bushels; 
beans (green), 16,705 lb.; tomatoes, 114,226 bushels. 

DALBY. 

Few towns in Southern Queensland have made more 
rapid progress during the past few years than Dalby, situated 
on the Western Railway, 153 miles from Brisbane. The 
closer settlement policy of the Government has effected great 
changes in the Dalby district. Formerly the town was 
surrounded by large sheep stations, but within the last few 
years several of these have been cut up into farms. Agricul- 
ture and dairying are now playing an important part in the 
progress of the town. Dalby has an ideal climate for anyone 
suffering from lung troubles. There is a State Sanatorium 
in proximity to the town. A branch railway runs to Bell, 
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near the foot of the Bunya Mountains, and distant 24 
miles from Dalby. These mountains are becoming popular 
as a health and tourist resort. Another branch railway— 
53 miles in length— has been completed to Tara. This line 
is being continued as far as Surat. A branch line from 
Dalb> to Jandowae (30 miles) opens up some excellent agri- 
cultural and timber country. Population (estimated), 2,500. 

Principal production of district in 1923: Wheat, 10,989 
bushels; cotton, 111,176 lb.; hay, 923 tons; grapes, 12,999 lb.; 
oranges, 408 bushels; butter, 1,026,161 lb.; cheese, 365,639 lb. 




Cunningham Street, Dalby, Darling Downs, South Queensland. 



ROMA. 

Roma is an important town of about 4,000 inhabitants, 
and is the chief centre in the Maranoa district, one of the 
principal wheat-growing areas in Queensland. The pastoral 
industry also flourishes here. The town is supplied with 
water from three artesian bores, giving a flow of about 
300,000 gallons daily. The Government has been engaged in 
sinking a bore in the town in order to test the oil-bearing 
possibilities of the district; operations were discontinued 
some time ago. There is a well-equipped butter factory in 
the town. Vine-growing is also an important industry to 
the town, and " Roma grapes " are much sought after in the 
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Crop of Arrowroot, Coolabunia, near Kingaroy, Burnett District, 

North Coast Line. 

Brisbane market. The Bungeworgorai State Farm is close 
to the town. A branch line connects Roma with Orallo and 
Injune Creek. A discharged soldiers' settlement has been 
created at Mount Hutton. 




Cabbage Plot at Wallumbilla, Maranoa District, South-Western 

Queensland. 
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Principal production of district in 1923: Wheat, 73,9S0 
bushels: hay, 1,087 tons; cotton, 338,434 lb.; grapes, 7,06,074 lb.; 
oranges, 1,031 bushels; butter, 513,910 lb.; sheep, 253,962; 
cattle, 92,475; horses, 10,089; swine, 1,205. 



CHARLEVILLE. 

Charleville is situated on the Western Railway, 483 miles 
west from Brisbane. The town is on the Warrego River, 
and is a thriving pastoral centre. The population is about 
2,500. Charleville is well supplied with water from an 
artesian bore, which gives a flow of about 400,000 gallons 
per day; originally, it yielded 3,0.00,000 gallons. Nearly all 
the surrounding country is held in large stations, and a 
large quantity of wool is railed annually from Charleville 
Railway Station. There are four State cattle stations in the 
district. 




Wool Teams in Charleville, South-Western Queensland. 



A section of the Great Western Railway from Westgate 
to Quilpie (125 miles) is now open for traffic. 

There were in 1923 541,816 sheep, 63,754 cattle, and 
6,701 horses in the district. 
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BUNDABERG. 

Bundaberg is situated on the Burnett River, and is 
connected by the North Coast Railway with Brisbane, from 




Bourbon Street, Bundaberg, Burnett District, North Coast Line. 



which it is distant 217 miles. There are also branch lines to 
Pemberton (14 miles) and Mount Perry (67 miles). The 
branch line from Goondoon to Wallaville has opened a great 
deal of good agricultural country. The town is well laid out, 
and has splendid wide and well-kept streets. It is the centre 
of one of the most important sugar districts in Queensland, 




Kingaroy Railway Station, Burnett District, North Coast Line. 
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and for miles around may be seen magnificent canefields. 
Among the large number of sugar plantations in the district 
Fairymead and Bingera are particularly prominent. There 
are four sugar-making mills in the district, and the famous 
Millaquin Sugar Refinery is on the outskirts of the town. 
The quantity of sugar-cane crushed by the mills in the 
Bundaberg district during 1923 was 194,175 tons, and the raw 
sugar manufactured totalled 23,501 tons. The district also 
produced 6,722 bushels of maize, 279 tons of hay, 34,555 lb. 




Burnett River at Munclubbcraj Burnett District, North Coast Line. 



of cotton, 5,940 lb. of grapes, 23,120 bunches of bananas, 
2,370 dozen of pineaples, 2,097 bushels of oranges, and 
534,215 lb. of butter in 1923. Bundaberg has also a large 
foundry, famous for the splendid sugar-mill machinery 
which it has turned out. The population of the town is about 
9,300 persons. The river on which the town stands is noted 
for the number and quality of its edible fish. The ceratodus, 
a species of fish with lungs, is found in the upper reaches 
of the Burnett River. Bundaberg has three fine seaside 
resorts close handy — The Sandhills, Barolin Beach, and 
Burnett Heads. 

In 1923, 57 vesels with a total tonnage of 16,477 tons 
entered and left the port of Bundaberg. 




Two Types of Workers' Homes erected by the State Advances Corporation. 
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GLADSTONE. 

Gladstone, an important town on the North Coast Rail- 
way, 328 miles north from Brisbane and 69 miles south from 
Rockhampton, has one of the finest natural harbours in 
Australia. The branch line from the port to Many Peaks 
taps rich mineral areas, and has also opened up the valleys 
of the Boyne and Calliope Rivers to close settlement. It 
is proposed to connect Gladstone with the New Cannindah, 
Cania, and Dawson Valley country by rail. The various 
connecting lines are now in course of construction. This 




Gladstone Harbour and Railway Jetty, Central Queensland. 
country has been thrown open for closer settlement. The 
town is prettily situated on the shores of Port Curtis, and 
the harbour, which is very extensive, has sufficient depth of 
water at low tide to enable large steamers to come in to the 
Harbour Board's Jetty. The Northern mail steamer picks up 
and sets down her mails here, the railway line establishing 
communication with Brisbane and the Southern States. A 
State High School is established in the town. There is a 
very valuable pastoral and mineral country around the town, 
and Gladstone is now one of the principal ports on the 
eastern seaboard of the Commonwealth. The population is 
estimated at 2,150. 

M 
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The oversea imports in 1923-24 were valued at £4,479, 
and the oversea exports at £192,364. The oversea exports 
included: — Frozen meats, tallow, hides, sheepskins, and 
horses. The port was visited by 160 vessels in 1923, their 
tonnage being 182,042; outwards — 160 vessels, tonnage 
182,,042. 

The district also produced 1,301,691 lb. of butter; maize, 
7,521 bushels; cotton, 1,375,492 lb.; sugar-cane, 2,239 tons; 
English potatoes, 574 tons; hay (all kinds), 202 tons; grapes, 
8,810 lb.; bananas, 18,022 bunches; oranges, 1,080 bushels; 
pineapples, 2,187 dozen; copper, 21 tons; silver, 96 oz. ; 
limestone, 1,700 tons; marble, 131 tons. 

Gladstone is also an important mining, agricultural, and 
dairying centre, and has one of the largest meatworks in 
the State, and an up-to-date butter factory. 

MOUNT MORGAN. 
Mount Morgan is a very important mining town, situated 
24 miles south-west from Rockhampton, with which it is 
connected by rail. The celebrated Mount Morgan Mine, one 
of the world's wonders, is here. This wonderful mine prac- 
tically maintains the population of the town. Some idea of 
the magnitude of the Mount Morgan Company's operations 
since 1st July, 1886, to date, may be gathered from the fact 
that it has paid away in dividends to its shareholders 
£9,229,167. The production of minerals in 1923 was as 
follows:— Gold, 64,362 fine oz.; silver, 16,383 oz.; copper, 4,848 
tons; fireclay, 7,399 tons. The district also produced 
2,166,634 lb. of cotton, 1,070 lb. of grapes, and 1,124 bushels of 
oranges. The butter factory at Wowan produced 240,022 lb. 
of butter. 

Railway communication is now established between 
Mount Morgan and the Dawson Valley, the distance to 
Baralaba (the terminus) being 42 miles. There is a State 
coalmine at Baralaba, which produced 45,253 tons in 1923; 
the Dawson Valley colliery produced 30,968 tons. 

The public buildings in the town which call for special 
mention are: — Technical College, School of Mines, State 
High School, State Schools, and Ambulance Brigade. 

There are many picturesque spots in the district, the 
St. Mary's Falls being particularly so. 

The population of Mount Morgan is estimated at 7,286. 
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BARCALDINE 

is one of the most attractively laid out provincial towns in 
Queensland, and is situated on Lagoon Creek. The streets 
are wide, and are planted with a wealth of flowering shade 
trees. It is 361 miles west of Rockhampton, with which place 
it is connected by rail. The town is also connected by rail 
with Aramac (42 miles), this line being controlled by the 
Aramac Shire Council. Sheep, beef cattle, and horses are 
extensively bred in the district, particularly the first-named. 
Many of the largest sheep stations in the State are within 
proximity to the town. The agricultural possibilities in 
the district have not been developed yet; but it has been 




Oak Street, Barcaldine, Central Queensland. 



proved that various crops, including fruits, can be success- 
fully grown. Barcaldine has gained much prominence of 
recent years because of the rheumatism-curing properties of 
the artesian water in the public baths. There were, in 1923, 
558,705 sheep, 10,476 cattle., and 3,956 horses in the district. 
Population of town and district (estimated), 2,547. 

LONGREACH. 

Situated at the terminus of the Central Railway Line, 
Longreach, which is on the Thomson River, is 428 miles 
west of Rockhampton, and is surrounded by a very large 
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pastoral district. The town is well laid out, and the streets 
are planted with a number of flowering shade trees. The 
flocks numbered 1,422,432 in 1923, several of the stations 
carrying over 1i00,000 sheep. The cattle totalled 34,300, and 
horses 10,445. There are many large cattle runs in the 
neighbourhood. The artesian water from the local bore is 
said to have curative properties for rheumatism. Popula- 
tion of town and district (estimated), 5,200. 

ST. LAWRENCE 

is situated on the port of Broadsound, which is remarkable 
for its high tides. The town is 503 miles by rail from 
Brisbane. The district is chiefly devoted to the raising of 
cattle for market. With the advent of the Great North Coast 
Line, dairying and agricultural pursuits are being engaged 
in by the settlers. The railway line is now open for traffic 
between Brisbane in the South, and Mackay in the North. 
There is a State coalmine on the Styx River, the production 
therefrom in 1923 being 24,461 tons. St. Lawrence has now 
direct communication with Brisbane in the South and Cairns 
in the North. In 1923 the district produced 14,578 lb. of 
cotton, 7,878 tons of sugar-cane, 470 bunches of bananas, 470 
dozen pineaples. During the same period there were 130,345 
head of cattle and 6,576 horses in the district. Population 
(estimated), 1,620. 

MACKAY. 

Situated on the Pioneer River, Mackay is the centre of 
one of the principal sugar-growing districts of Queensland. 
It is 598 miles by rail from Brisbane. The town is a most 
progressive one, and has an estimated population of 6,950 
persons. In the immediate neighbourhood of Mackay there 
is considerable settlement, and the population of the town 
and district is over 18,000. 

Mackay has been handicapped as a town by the want 
of a good harbour and the shallowness of the Pioneer River. 
A large amount of money has been expended on retaining- 
walls and the general improvement of the river. In 1923 
354 vesels, with a tonnage of 740,651, visited the harbour 
at Plat-top Island, and 355 vessels, with a tonnage of 740,822, 
took their departure. The Great North Coast Line connects 
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Mackay with Brisbane in the south, and with Townsvile and 
Cairns in the north. The scholastic institutions include a 
State High School. 

Sugar, of course, is the mainstay of Mackay, but there 
has also been considerable development in general agricul- 
ture and dairying. In 1923, 41,125 lb. of butter were produced. 
The rich scrub lands around Mackay must ultimately become 
the home of many prosperous farmers In 1923, 277,694 tons 
of cane were crushed, and about 37,000 tons of sugar 
manufactured by the seven mills in the district. Among 
other crops raised in the district were: Cotton, 29,634 lb. 
grapes, 3,615 lb.; bananas, 3,930 bunches; pineapples, 846 
dozen; oranges, 3,701 bushels; mangoes, 9,330 bushels. 




Mackay Harbour, North Queensland. 



From Mackay the railway runs out to the smaller towns 
of Eton, Mirani, Kungurri, Finch Hatton, and Owen's Creek. 
These are all flourishing districts, surrounded by canefields 
and sugar-mills. In addition to the Government railways, 
there are hundreds of miles of privately-owned tramlines 
traversing the various canefields. 

In addition to the industries already mentioned, Mackay 
produces coffee and a large variety of tropical fruits. Beef 
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cattle are largely raised. Considerable mineral wealth exists 
in the country behind the town, but this has not been 
developed to any considerable extent. The Eungella Range, 
situated 45 miles by rail from Mackay, is one of the many 
health resorts of the State. 

BOWEN. 

Bowen, although a small town of about 2,550 inhabitants, 
has a magnificent natural harbour, which must, at no distant 
date, become one of the most important harbours on the 
eastern coast of Australia. Direct railway communication 
is now established between Bowen, Townsville, and Cairns in 
the north, and Brisbane in the south. The establishment of 
railway communication with Proserpine, a fertile sugar- 
growing district, has given Bowen a decided stimulus both 
commercially and industrially. The throwing open of the 
Inkerman lands to close settlement has also advanced the 
interests of Bowen and district, and a remarkable buoyancy 
exists to-day. A large area of these lands has been planted 
with sugar-cane, and a sugar-mill for the treatment of raw 
sugar is now in full swing on the repurchased Inkerman 
Estate. In the Proserpine district the sugar-cane is treated 
at the local Central Mill. In 1923 the quantity of cane 
crushed by the Government Central Mill totalled 35,480 tons, 
and the raw sugar manufactured aggregated 4,730 tons. The 
area under sugar-cane was 4,251 acres. 

Bowen is a pretty little town, and enjoys a most 
delightful and equable climate. As a health resort it stands 
unequalled. The heat of summer is tempered by a cool 
sea-breeze. The main beach, within a short distance of the 
town, is one of the finest on the coast. 

The district has rich agricultural and pastoral country, 
and has long been famous for the excellence of its fruits 
— citrus and tropical. In 1923 the district produced 2,412 lb. 
of cotton, 224 lb. of coffee, 3,704 bushels of oranges, 5,486 
dozen pineaples, 2,010 bunches of bananas. Bowen also 
produced 4,380 lb. of butter, and Proserpine 8,480 lb. Cigar- 
leaf tobaco is now being successfully cultivated here, and 
realises top prices in the markets of the Southern States. 
The production in 1923 totalled 4,787 lb. The Merinda Meat- 
works, 5 miles from town, give employment to a large 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



179 



number of hands, and export large quantities of frozen 
and canned meats and by-products annually. Large numbers 
of horses are shipped annually from the port. Vessels of 
large tonnage can lie alongside the jetty, and a railway line 
laid to the outer end of the jetty gives great facilities for the 
convenient handling of cargo. In 1923, 287 vessels of a total 
tonnage of 397,569 entered the port, the outward-going 
vessels numbering 286 with a total tonnage of 394,514. The 
oversea exports for the year amounted to £24,070. There is 
also considerable mineral wealth in the district — gold, silver, 




Bow en Jetty, North Queensland. 



copper, lead, bismuth, and coal being found. On the Bowen 
River, at Collinsville, 52 miles from the town, a valuable 
coalfield has been proved to exist; the coal is of exceptional 
quality, and it is computed that there are over one thousand 
million tons in sight. One of the mines is being worked as a 
State concern, and is connected by rail with Bowen. In 1923 ; 
6,139 fine oz. of gold, 3,774 oz. of silver, and 91,643 tons of 
coal were won in the district. The Mount Elliott Company 
has installed a smelter in the district for the treatment of 
copper ores. 
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THREE BRISBANE SCENES. 

1. Wickham street, Valley, from the Brunswick street comer. 

2. Queen street from Town Hall, looking towards Victoria Bridge. 

3. Customs House and portion of Circular Quay. 
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Large quantities of fruit and vegetables are exported 
from this port annually to all portions of the Commonwealth. 
The exports include: Sugar, fruit, vegetables, frozen meat, 
hides and skins, tallow, trochus shell, copper ingots, &c. 



INGHAM. 

This very prosperous and progressive town is situated 
on Palm Creek, a tributary of the Herbert River. It is the 
centre of a very rich agricultural, mining, and pastoral 
district. Railway communication with Townsville and 
Cairns in the north, and Brisbane in the south is now 
established. Sugar-cane cultivation is carried on extensively 
in the town and district, particularly on the Stone River, 
Victoria Estate, Macknade, Ripple Creek, Cordelia, and 
Halifax. The Colonial Sugar Refining Company has two 
mills in the district — the Victoria Mill and the Macknade 
Mill. There is immense mineral wealth in the district, 
but, so far, the tin, antimony, and wolfram fields at Mount 
Benham, Kangaroo Hills, Ewan, Waverley, &c, have not by 
any means been fully developed. Some day these localities 
may become a regular " Eldorado." The scenic splendours 
of the district are superb, there being numerous waterfalls 
and beauty spots close handy. The Hinchinbrook Island 
Cascade Falls is well worth a visit. As a health resort the 
Kangaroo Hills country cannot be excelled. Ingham is con- 
nected with Lucinda, the port of call of all coastal boats, by 
a tramway. Halifax, a thriving township and sugar-growing 
centre, is about 7 miles distant from Ingham, and a like 
distance from Lucinda. In 1923 the two local raw sugar 
mills crushed 263,071 tons of cane, and manufactured about 
36,000 tons of raw sugar. Maize and fruits do well in the 
district. In 1923 there were produced 1,551 lb. of cotton, 2,142 
bushels of oranges; tin, 124 tons. Population of town and 
district (estimated), 5,50,0. 



INNISFAIL, 

formerly known as Geraldton, is situated on the banks of 
the picturesque Johnstone River. Several of the smaller 
coastal boats visit this port on the run to and from Cairns 
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and Cooktown. There is a considerable area under sugar- 
cane and bananas in the district, and there are four sugar- 
mills, besides several sawmills. A large area of country at 
the back of Innisfail, known as Palmerston, has been 
reserved for closer settlement. The district abounds in 
beauty spots, many of which are close to the town. Cowley 
Falls and Fisher's Falls are only a short distance away. 
Innisfail has now direct railway communication with Cairns 
in the north and Brisbane in the south by means of the Great 
North Coast Line. In 1923, 417,178 tons' of sugar-cane were 




Loading Bananas on Johnstone River, North Queensland. 



crushed, and about 57,000 tons of sugar were manufactured. 
Other crops raised included: Tobacco, 250 lb.; bananas, 
5,480 bunches; pineapples, 982 dozen; oranges, 728 bushels. 
There are two State Central Sugar Mills in the district. For 
its size, the Johnstone River contains more motor-boats 
than any other river in Australia. Trips can be arranged 
from Innisfail to Goondi (about 7 miles) — a beautiful river 
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scene. The numerous bays outside the river are within easy 
reach of the town, where fishing and sea bathing can be 
indulged in. Mourilyan Harbour is also a charming tourist 
resort. The run along the Johnstone Tramway to Fisher's 
Falls (14 miles) is recommended to tourists. There is a 
gradual rise all the way through dense tropical scrub, and 
the track (about a mile) to the Falls is through a wealth of 
tropical foliage. Trips can be arranged with the Shire Coun- 
cil at reduced fares. Tourists have a splendid chance of 
spending a good time in the Innisfail district seeing the 
sugar lands. Buggies, cabs, and pulling boats are always 
available for hire. Population of town and district (esti- 
mated), 7,500. 

CAIRNS. 

Cairns is an important seaport town on Trinity Bay, 
908 miles north-west from Brisbane, and 160 miles north 
from Townsville. It has a splendid inner harbour, and is 
one of the best-known tourist resorts in Australia. 

Cairns is the port of a wonderfully rich back country, 
and within a few miles of the town there is a very extensive 
and fertile sugar-growing area. The export of bananas is 
a very large industry, while other tropical fruits grow in 
profusion. Coffee, cotton, rice, and rubber all do well in the 
district. 

Inland from Cairns there is a rich area of mineral 
country which is being successfully developed. A Govern- 
ment railway line runs out from Cairns to Ravenshoe (103 
miles), with a branch from Tolga to Millaa Millaa (37 miles). 
This latter branch taps wonderfully rich country, where the 
agricultural and dairying industries are being largely 
developed. The scrub lands along the branch carry much 
valuable timber. A Government branch railway from 
Mareeba serves the great mineral districts around Mount 
Garnet, Chilagoe, Mungana, Stannary Hills, and Forsayth (in 
the Etheridge district) in the south-west. A branch of the 
Government railway leaves the main line at Biboohra, and 
extends to Mount Molloy, another rich mineral district 20 



184 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 




THREE CAIRNS ( NORTH QUEENSLAND) SCENES. 

1. The Strand. 2. Abbott street. 3. Lake street. 
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miles distant. The Mount Mulligan State coalmine is also 
connected by rail with Cairns. Cairns has now direct railway 
communication with Brisbane, a distance of 1,040 miles. 




Stony Creek Falls, Cairns Line, North Queensland. 



Around the town of Cairns tramways extend in almost 
every direction, tapping in their course sugar-growing or 
fruit-growing lands. 

There are three sugar-mills, several sawmills, a meat- 
works and a Government railway repair workshops in the 
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town and district. There is a State hotel at Babinda; also a 
Government Central Sugar Mill. The Chillagoe copper mines 
and smelters are under State control, and at Bamford there 
is a State battery. 

The scenery around Cairns is second to none in Aus- 
tralia, and every year sees an increasing number of tourists 
from the Southern States visiting Cairns. The railway trip 
up the Barron Gorge, past the Stony Creek Falls, Surprise 
Creek, and the world-famous Barron Falls, has no equal for 
scenic beauty or majestic grandeur in Australia. The Cairns 
to Mareeba line (46 miles) cost £1,435,0,00, or £30,532 per 
mile, to build. 

Three lines of coastal steamers ply regularly between 
Cairns and all Southern ports, besides numerous smaller 
steamers trading with the ports between Cairns and Towns- 
ville. The population of Cairns is about 8,000 persons. 

Principal production of the district in 1923: Sugar-cane 
428,770 tons; cotton, 2,833 lb.; bananas, 13,148 bunches; 
oranges, 13,215 bushels; pineapples, 4,900 dozen; mangoes, 
1,709 bushels; butter, 4,,010 lb. 

The value of the oversea imports only in 1923-24 was 
£247,696, and the oversea exports only £483,437. The tonnage 
of the 739 vesels which visited the port was 666,138; the 
outgoing vessels totalled 739, with a tonnage of 673,047. The 
three sugar-mills in the district crushed 428,770 tons of cane 
during the 1923 season, and manufactured about 59,000 tons 
of sugar. The mineral production of the Cairns hinterland 
in 1923 was valued at £292,360. The principal exports 
included: — Bananas, blister copper and ore, coffee, raw 
sugar, hides, livestock, maize, molybdenite, case fruits, 
silver-lead bullion and ore, tallow, tin, timber, wolfram, lime, 
bismuth and wolfram, bismuth, lime, butter, meats. 

ATHERTON 

is 68 miles by rail from Cairns, and is one of the most 
prosperous towns in the State. It is 2,466 feet above 
sea-level; consequently, it enjoys a climate similar to 
Toowoomba (Darling Downs) all the year round. As an 
agricultural and dairying centre it cannot be excelled in the 
Commonwealth. The rainfall is regular and copious, and 



THE POCKET QUEENSLAND. 



187 



the marvellous fertility of the land enables it to produce all 
kinds of crops prolifically. At present dairying is only in its 
infancy, but the time is not far distant when the district 




Ellingjaa Falls, near Millaa MiTlaa, Atlierton Tableland, 
North Queensland. 



will be in a position to export large quantities of its lacteal 
products. There are three butter and three cheese factories 
on the Atherton Tableland. The district has also a great 
wealth of marketable timbers, comprising red and white 
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cedars, beech, maple, silky oak, kauri pine, crow's ash, 
walnut, penda, mahogany, crow's-foot elm. &c. There are 
many beauty spots within proximity to the town, 
Lakes Eacham and Barrine and Carrington Falls being only 
a short distance away. The completion of the railway line 
from Tarzali to Millaa Millaa adds considerably to the 
development of the Tableland, and affords tourists an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the Millaa Millaa and Ellingjaa Falls. The 




Millstream Falls, near Ravenshoe, Evelyn Tableland, North Queensland. 

Kairi State Farm, which is in the district, devotes much 
attention to the breeding of dairy cattle, in addition to 
experiments in practical agriculture. Large areas of land 
in the district have been reserved for discharged soldiers. 
In 1923, 447,094 bushels of maize, 18,500 lb. of cotton, 
1,554,777 lb. of butter, 64,800 lb. of cheese, 5,200 lb of coffee, 
1,690 bunches of bananas, 1,00,0 bushels of oranges, 1,376 
bushels of lemons, 2,378 dozen papaws; and 7,748 lb. of 
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peanuts were produced on the Atherton Tableland. Millions 
of. superficial feet of timber were also cut for commercial 
purposes. Population of town and district (estimated), 3,850. 




Wild River Falls, Herberton District, North Queensland. 



HERBERTON, 

the principal town on the Evelyn Tableland, is 14 oniles 
from Atherton by rail, and 82 miles from Cairns. It is a 
very busy mining and agricultural centre, the population 

being about 3,250. During recent years there has been a 
good deal of agricultural development in the district, and its 
N 
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FIVE BRISBANE SCENES. 

1. Fruit Markets, Turcot street. 

2. The City, from Boioen terrace. 

3. Adelaide street, from George street. 

4. Norman Creek Bridge. 

5. Breakfast Creek. 
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future prospects in this direction are very promising indeed. 
The minerals found in the district include tin, copper, silver, 
lead, molybdenite, wolfram, &c, which, in 1923, were valued 
at £75,693. The district is also rich in commercial timbers. 
In 1923, the Evelyn Tableland produced 3,863 bushels of 
maize. Fruits of all kinds, particularly deciduous, do well, 
and yield good crops. There are many beauty spots in the 
district, chief among which are:— Wild River Falls, Mill- 
stream Falls, and Tully Falls. The Innot hot springs, near 
Herberton, have curative properties for rheumatism. 
Herberton is connected by rail with Tumoulin and Raven- 
shoe, in the southern portions of the Tableland. Both of 
these townships are busy agricultural centres. The climate 
on the Evelyn Tableland is very exhilarating throughout 
the year owing to the fact that it has an altitude of 3,163 
feet about sea-level. 

PORT DOUGLAS, 

which is situated on Dickson's Inlet, is a large sugar- 
growing district, with a large central sugar mill at Moss- 
man, 12J miles inland. There are over 40 miles of tramway 
in the district, and all the large agricultural centres are 
connected therewith. The district is very picturesque, and 
the climate is exceptionally healthy. In 1923 the Mossman 
Mill crushed 75,544 tons of sugar-cane for a return of about 
10,000 tons of raw sugar. The population of Port Douglas 
and district is about 1,350. 

COOKTOWN. 

Situated at the mouth of the Endeavour River, and 
about 1,050 miles by steamer from Brisbane. Cooktown 
possesses attractions for the tourist second to none in the 
Commonwealth. The town is laid out on the western slope 
of Grassy Hill, and is protected from adverse weather by 
Mount Cook (1,500 feet) and Grassy Hill (600 feet). It has 
a, natural harbour, which is the port for the Palmer 
River Goldfield and other mining shows in the Far North. 
Population (estimated), 750. 

The district has great possibilities from an agricultural 
and mining standpoint. Sugar-cane, rice, coffee, mangoes, 
cocoanuts, and all tropical fruits thrive luxuriantly. The 
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district produced 75 tons of tin in 1923. Peanuts do well 
in the district, and give a return of £22 per acre. There are 
two State cattle stations in the district. A monument marks 
the spot where Captain Cook, the explorer, landed; and 
the tree to which he moored his ship, the " Endeavour," may 
still be seen. There are many beautiful drives in and 
around Cooktown; and Finch's Bay, which is only a short 
distance from the wharf, is an ideal bathing-place. Among 




Panorama of Cooktown, North Queensland. 



other spots worth seeing are: — Botanic Gardens, Home Rule 
Falls, and the weird Black Mountain. Tourists will also 
find abundance of shooting and fishing. 

Cooktown has railway communication with Laura, which 
is 67 miles distant. All the coastal steamers make Cooktown 
a port of call every week. 

THURSDAY ISLAND, 
which is situated in Torres Strait, is regarded as " the 
sentinel of North Queensland." It is about 30 miles to 
the north-west of Cape York, and is 1,430 miles by sea from 
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Brisbane. A considerable amount of pearl-fishing is done 
in the waters around the island, and a large fleet of boats 
is engaged in this occupation. The bulk of the population, 
which totals about 1,764, depend upon the fisheries for a 
livelihood. The value of the pearl-shell, trochus and tortoise 
shells, pearl, beche-de-mer, &c, obtained during 1923 was 
£150,610. The picturesque Albany Passage is passed through 
on the way from Cooktown to Thursday Island. Interstate 




Thursday Island, North Queensland (showing Jetty and PearMyig Fleet). 

and oversea vessels, particularly from the East, call at 
Thursday Island. Oversea imports (1923-24), £24,155; over- 
sea exports, £45,818. Shipping: 180 vessels with an aggre- 
gate tonnage of 307,868 entered the port, and 191 vessels 
(312,031 tonnage) took their departure. 

NORMANTON 

is situated on the Norman River, about 23 miles from the 
coast of the Gulf of Carpentaria. It is about 1,382 miles by 
sea from Brisbane. The town is the port for the mineral 
and pastoral wealth of the district. Coastal steamers visit 
the port regularly. There are a number of large cattle 
stations in the district, including six State stations. Nor- 
man ton is connected by rail with Croydon (94 miles), an 
extensive mineral area. When Croydon is linked up with 
one of the main Northern lines, there should be considerable 
development in the Gulf country. In 1923 Croydon produced 
394 oz. of fine gold and 5,091 oz. of silver. There were 
also 352,532 cattle and 11,361 horses bred in the district. 
Population (estimated), 600. 
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BURKETOY/N 

is also in the Gulf of Carpentaria country, and is located 
on the banks of the Albert River, about 30 miles from its 
mouth. The town is 1,300 miles by sea from Brisbane. 
Mining and pastoral pursuits are chiefly carried on in the 

district. In 1923 there were 138,844 cattle, 9,659 sheep, and 
5,030 horses in the district. Large deposits of salt exist in 
the district, and it is proposed to put it to commercial use. 
The port is regularly visited by coastal steamers. Popula- 
tion (estimated), 250. 




Propeller Manufactured by a Brisbane Foundry, South Queensland. 



Note. — The statistical information used in this book has been 
extracted from the publications of the State Statistician by the 
Compiler. Some adjustments as to boundaries, &c, have been necessary 
to bring collectors' districts into agreement with the boundaries of the 
three divisions of the State (North, Central, and South) ; consequently, 
the figures used in this connection can only be regarded as 
approximately accurate. 

The statistics in regard to the shipping of the different ports of 
the State were supplied by the Collector of Customs. 
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In connection with the trade and commerce of the State, and also 
of the different ports, only the oversea imports and exports are shown. 
No official cognisance is now taken, nor has it been taken since 1910, 
by the Customs authorities of interstate transactions. The true value 
of the imports and exports of Queensland should be, at least, double 
that published elsewhere. 

Brisbane, 31st December, 1924. 




TnUu River, near Cardwell, North Queensland. 
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